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FROM THE EDITOR

OK IF I START MY CONTRIBUTION on a very personal note? Very many
thanks to everyone who helped in any way after the floods a couple of weeks
ago. It was amazing just how many people came not just to our assistance but
also to our next-door neighbours immediately the word went round but also who
continued to offer help in the days afterwards. We, Sara and I, were not as badly
affected as next door but even a fortnight after it happened, we're still up to our
eyebrows in stuff that’s got to be thrown away, in the masses of paperwork
associated with the insurance claim and in trying to bring a semblance of order
back to our lives. THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH!!!

And, by the way, you'll appreciate I have had other things on my mind so many
apologies if this issue of 5Alive is a few days late. Peter

FROM THE RECTORY, WELL ALMOST!

THE FIRST EUCHARIST OF THE NEW YEAR. We're still in the wintry season of
Epiphany, but the heating has softened the hard edge of the cold, and we have
three visitors. No, not Wise Men, but children — two of them small, and one of
them tiny. And their parents, too. So, we are eleven for the Sunday service, of
whom nine are establishing qualification to wed in St Andrew’s later in the year.
It's wonderful for Diana and me to be joined by these young people. But I can’t
help doubting whether a 17th century liturgical text is the most effective
instrument to welcome them. I plough through the litany of ‘thees” and ‘thous’,
through Cranmer’s doctrine of one full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and
satisfaction for the sins of the whole world, through the outlines of a microsermon.
And I do all this with the memory of something like a trust that there remains
warmth in the wick even if the candle is extinguished.

What a contrast with the joyous pop-up gathering of Christmas Eve. Nearly 30
people came to a service which they’d requested via Facebook. And what
happened was largely decided not by a clergyman in his study but by the people
who turned up.

Editor: Peter Corbett mellsmag@hotmail.com
Advertising: Peter Corbett, 01373 466536, mellsmag@hotmail.com
Deadline for March 2024 is Friday, February 16th but do check!

Printed by Frome Printworks 01373 800 300
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CONTACTS
Mells Group of churches is currently in a vacancy. For any enquiries
please contact the church warden in your parish. For weddings
contact the benefice administrator, Mrs Catherine Brown, email
catmellsgroup@gmail.com. She works on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons.

Church laymen and women Parish council
Church wardens chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham Jenny Waller,|  John Reckless 01373 461841
07887 556936 Diane Sleigh 07907 156735

parishclerk@bucklanddinham.org

Chantry Hazel Tovey 836384

David Rawlins 836252
Great Elm Sally Rosa 07833
900947
Mells/ Vobster Mrs Diana John Earl 01373 812450
Sylvester 812386 Joy Book 07704 584953

Whatley MrsKGay 836175 Andrew Bramston 01373 836513
Rachel Nash
clerk.whatleyparishcouncil
@gmail.com

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am  Frome: Saturdays 5.30pm.
Wednesdays 6.00pm Sundays 10.00am

Somerset Councillor: Philip Ham 01373 812152
Others to be confirmed
Chantry and Whatley Francis Hayden 07970 839532
Police: PCSO Russell Ford, 07547 658018
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A church building can seem at times to resemble an awkward bequest from a
distant relative. It’s like being left a carriage in a motorised age, a cruiser moored
on a vanished shore. They’re undeniably grand, but we have no horse, and the
water has gone, and none of us can work out what to do with them. Then a couple
of mums bring their children along, and their men, and they say — Look, what a
lovely thing to sit in, to play in, and have picnics — maybe also to rest here, and
read, and sing the odd song.

The church will never be, can never be, what it was. And perhaps that’s no bad

thing. But it can be something else. Indeed, it will be

something else — hopefully, something like it was in St :
Andrew’s on Christmas Eve. ‘{%ﬂbhﬁ %h

JOTTINGS FROM A COUNRY CHURCHYARD

I HOPE EVERYONE had a joyful, peaceful Christmas in good company, as I did!
A bit late to wish a Hapy New Year to all but I will anyway.

I am writing this during the dark, wet spell of early January when it seems to it
will never stop raining. The new year so far seems much the same as the old one:
floods and strikes in England while aboard ever more wars, destruction, and
devastation. But most of us, fortunately, have many blessings to lift us above
whatever “downs” we suffer. Personally, I feel that dwelling on and worrying
over the world’s tragedies do no good — only prayers and possible personal
practical help. So I am inclined as a matter of self-preservation to think positively
and cheerfully of the joys of spring which cannot be many weeks away. Is that
selfish? Living alone, I am dependant on friends for any social contact or support
and I am not strong minded enough to remain cheerful and “ungrumbling” if I

D HURLE PLASTERING

General Plastering, SUNLIGHT
Skimming, Dry Lining .
Daniel 07849 717702

danielhurle@sky.com SPECIAL
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dwell on the tragic events over which I have no control. Does anyone else feel
the same? Or am I being hard hearted and selfish?

Having said that, in spite of the weather, signs of spring are everywhere as I am
sure everyone has noticed. My earliest camellia, May Christian, has been in full
flower since Christmas — a mass of large fragile looking yet so really tough
single pink blooms. Daffodils several inches high everywhere, snowdrops
showing white and primrose leaf rosettes among the fallen beech leaves. Also
my winter sweet, chimnanthes fragrans, is covered in blossom but that is
exposed to and hates frost so I must bring a few fragrant branches indoors to
enjoy before they are blighted by the spell of frost and cold that is forecast soon.
In the churchyard large clumps of snowdrops are in full flower already
although there is little sign of the drifting carpets of them which appear
annually. I have not noticed before that large groups of them appear in bloom
before any sign of the rest. Perhaps we have different varieties and some are
earlier than others? I believe there are hundreds of varieties but the visual
differences in many cases are so slight that I couldn’t tell one from another.
However, I now find that we have a galanthophile (a snowdrop specialist) in
the village who is interested in introducing new varieties to our spring
snowdrop churchyard display. In years to comer, perhaps our own Chantry
Snowdrop Festival?

The Gentleman Painter & Co

Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting
out Radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant
tea drinking and associated annoyances.

I have over fifteen years’ experience of careful but efficient
ainting and light building work behind me.
Painting — Carpentry — Tiling — Plastering — Fencing —
Guttering — Etc
Project Management and Coordination -
excellent local references

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
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Wandering from the churchyard — a popular area for dog walkers — may I include
an item for dog livers? I think I mentioned last year that I lost Frisky, my oldest
cavalier, to cancer in October. I thought this would badly affect Ebbie, the
younger rescue who had heavily depended on Frisky for support for support.
Frisky, although much smaller than Ebbie, took the lead in everything as the
senior dog. She in turn had been well grounded by Faye, her predecessor.
However, after an initial 24 hours of slight bewilderment, Ebbie has gradually
come into her role of senior number one dog. She has learned to open the back
door, previously Frisky’s job, and even brings me “presents” of items which I
now leave lying around on purpose, dusters, tea towels, old tights etc. She used
to look on in puzzlement as Frisky brought her toys to me but has happily taken
on the job, using her own chosen articles. Also, she has learned to bark when the
post arrives, again always Frisky’s habit, watched quietly by Ebbie but who
never joined in. It seems odd to have only one dog now. All my life we have had
two or more together with one other animals and birds. But I really am too old
now — for the dog’s sake really — to take on another now. I am just so thankful for
Ebbie, short for Ebony as she is mostly black, unlike my previous tricolours
which were equally back and white.

TO PROMOTE
YOUR BUSINESS IN
THIS SPACE,

CONTACT MELLS BARN

PETER CORBETT FOR ALL FUNCTIONS
Parties = Receptions -Meetings

01373 466536 FOR Kitchen facilities - Parking -
INFORMATION Stage Area - Garden

For bookings details contact

Helen on 01373 812498

FEMALE DECORATOR

CAROLINE SLOAN F i3
o o orget-me-notl:
All Interior Painting
and Wallpapering « GARDENING &ERVICE -

Tel: 07875 593759 / : : 5
Email: carlisloan@aol.com oy "n"nfeedmg, pruln:lr}g. plantlng,
fence painting, etc

www.fromedecorator.com '
01373 464416 (17890 850465




Church services in February
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Hardington Yale Church Services - February 2024

CATE TIME SERVICE
Thursday 1 February 500 prn Norton St Phillp, Silent Praver
sunday 4 February jaraen) 200 Em Norton 5t Phillp, Infarmal 3rea«fast A 5 Fllkns
Frowarbs B: wl, 22-23 Lo3bDam Rade, Haly Communian 1 R zinsondl Harrison
Joabin 1: wl-14 11.00m Lawerton, | luly Cornirnurnicn E W heell
.00 prn Rode Chapel, hdeeting Place
Muonday 5 February 200 am Morton 5t Philip, Mormirg ®raver
Tuesday & February 4% am Rode Chapel, Foameniral Faly Comaniza
L0 pn Tellisfard Feening Prayer
Wednesday ¥ Februatry B30 Em Hemington, Merming Prayer
.00 pm Rode CThace . Informal Prayer
Thuriday B Felwruary E.00 prm Martan St Philig, Silen. Praver
Sunday 11 February [green] |5.00 am Rode, Inlormal Oreaklast G Dlaay
2 Kings 2:+1-12 10.30em  [Morton 5t Philip, Holy Commanion J RuzbrinsonF Slewirt
beliark 9: w2 2 1100 am  [Laverton, kdatins
1100 &m Buckland Dinham, I2na Service
Maonday 12 February U] Nartan 5t Phillp, Momieg feaver
Tuesday 13 February .00 pm Lawerton, Evening 'raye-
Wednesday 14 February B30 am Hemington, Morning Prayer
ASH WEDMNESDAY E.0D pm Rode Chase . Informal Prayer
T.E0 prni Morton St Philip. Holy Cornmunian £ ashing J Rexbinuon
Thursday 15 February .00 prn Worton 5t Philip, Silent Friver
Sunday 18 February S0 am Fareigh Hungerford, Holy Co mmunicon 1 Roxhinsnn
Gencsis 9 w817 1030 s |Rode, Haly Gommunian | Rakinsnn
Mark L: w15 10505 |Narton 5t Fhilip, informal Worship R Stewart /fl Harrison
11.00&m  [Laverton, Mating
L1.00zam Buckland Dinham, Holy Communian W Weymont
Manday 19 February 2.00 &m Martan St Philipg, Maomirg 2rayvern
Tuesday 20 February 5.00 prni Tellisford, Cueriing Prayer
‘Wednesday 21 February EiElam Hemington. Morming Praye:
.00 pm Rode Chaze, Infnrmal Prayer
Thursday 22 February k0 p Martan St Philip, Silent Fraver
Sunday 25 February [purple) |1050&m  [MNartan 5t Phillp, Hof Communian | Ankosands Bowrman
Henszis 1/ vl-4 L1.00&zm Lawerton, Matins
Mark B: vil-end E.00 pr Buckland Dinham, Evening Ssrvice
Manhday 26 February 2.00 am Marton 5t Philip, Momirg Prayer
Tuesday 27 February .00 prn Laverton, Cvening Proays:
‘Weodnesday 2E February Eilam Hemington, Morning Prayer
=00 prm Rode Chaze |, Irformal Prayer
Thursday 29 Fabruary L0 prm Martan St Philip, Silene Frayer




But enough dog digression. The heavy winds of the past few nights don’t seem
to have done any damage to the churchyard trees, apart from bringing down a
scattering of small dead branches. Sadly, I have lost a very old apple tree (a
Newton Wonder) in the orchard and also an old dead holly tree. This, over the
years, has become smothered in heavily berried ivy, so much enjoyed by the
birds in winter, but it has at last succumbed to the weight of the ivy and the old
trunk has snapped.

Before I ramble any further, I must mention Bishop Michael’s” meeting with
churchwardens and others to update us on the progress of our forthcoming
application for a part-time vicar for our four churches. Bishop Michael
concluded the meeting by advising us all to “pray our socks off” that the right
person might apply for and be appointed to the post, planned for July. So, let
us all do just that for the next six months, singly and collectively. And then we
hope we can relax and rejoice.

See you in March. Hazell

BUCKLAND DINHAM

CHRISTMAS AT St MICHAEL’s

Christmas Carol Service

On Sunday December 10, we gathered together in the growing gloom to
celebrate the coming of Christmas with our annual carol service. The church
was beautifully decorated with red berries and flowers among dark green
foliage, and lit up with candles. Mike Attenborough’s team of bellringers from
St. Margaret’s Corsley rang us in gloriously and soon the church was full, with
the steps at the back doing service as extra seats for children.

Unfortunately, the Reverend Penelope Swithenbank had contracted food
poisoning and was not able to lead the service as she had planned, but
members of the congregation stepped in to fill the gaps. We followed the
service of six lessons and carols as it led us through the story of the nativity
through traditional readings and carols.

Thanks to the Norton St.Philip choir for adding their voices, to Jonny Griffiths
for performing one of his own songs, and to all our readers.

Thanks also to our legendary hospitality team, who provided mountains of
mince pies and jugs of mulled wine as we socialised after the service before
leaving in the darkness, ready for more Christmas festivities.

Christmas Eve Service

In contrast, our Christmas Eve service was a much smaller, quieter affair as we
took time out to reflect on the meaning of Christmas. Jonny told the story of
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the three trees who found their purpose in serving Jesus, while Meg led us
through the Iona liturgy celebrating the crib story and all those involved in
the birth of Christ. We sang some of our favourite carols and left refreshed,
ready for the big day.

One member of the congregation noticed that the ear of one of the cattle in
the crib was missing and offered to repair it for next year.

What a fitting Christmas gift!

Jenny Waller, Church Warden

Services for February

11th 11.00 Iona Service taken by Worship team

18th 11.00 Holy Communion Revd Martin Weymont
25th 18,00 Evening Service Worship team

COFFEE MORNING

I was so sorry to have missed all the activities at St. Michael’s in December,
but was able to enjoy meeting up with so many on 20th January and so look
forward to seeing even more at the next on 17th February. See next notice. Jill
Wright.

Setting up a Friends Group for St. Michaels

You're invited to join us on Saturday 17th February at the Coffee Morning at
St. Michael’s, where we’ll be talking about setting up an official Friends’s
Group to support the church. The purpose of a Friend’s Group is to maintain
the fabric of the building and preserve it as an asset for the village, which is
something I know we all want.

We'll try to keep it brief, so if you’d like to hear about what’s happening and
contribute your ideas and support, please do come along. As well as the
coffee and cake, there’s chance to have a voice in how best to secure the
future of the church for the village. See you there! Jenny Waller, Church
Warden

On Sunday January 21st, St Michael's hosted the baptism service for

Isaac, son of Jenna and Andy Rossiter. The Revd. Jo Robinson officiated and
this joyful ceremony focused on Light, Life and Love as Isaac was elcomed
into the church and embarks on life's journey. Jonny Griffiths led the music
on guitar and with St Michael's full to the brim and everyone singing with
gusto, the sound was wonderful. Isaac naturally stole the show, not only
wearing a treasured family heirloom in his beautiful baptismal gown, but



also showing keen curiosity and sunny miles throughout his service.
The family of St Michael's sends all best wishes to the Rossiters for
the future.

“An Evening to Ignite Ideas”

Buckland Dinham Parish Plan - January 17th 2024

On a bitterly cold January evening, our village hall was packed with an
overwhelming turnout of over 60 villagers for the community launch of the
Buckland Dinham Parish Plan project.

We began with a presentation explaining what a Parish Plan is, the benefits of
developing our own and setting our own agenda, plus the various steps and
overall timeline. Who's involved? All of us!

Over refreshments we gathered in small groups to share initial ideas, both about
our community’s concerns and about our community’s hopes and ambitions. The
room was buzzing!

We ended with an open forum feeding back our initial thoughts, which in turn
sparked further innovative ideas and lively discussion across the room. The
breadth of topics and themes raised was impressive and exciting, leaving us all
with much food for thought.

Significant Dates

17th Januarylaunch of ideas-gathering phase!! Village Hall

7th Februarydeadline for ideas submission online / or postcards

27th March launch of on-line survey online

22nd April deadline for survey submission

20th May initial results - Village Gathering (Annual Parish Meeting)
1st July draft report on survey results

18th September Action Plan Meeting Village Hall
Mid-October  Funding Plan produced

End November Buckland Dinham Parish Plan published!! online and on
paper

Please continue to discuss and develop initial ideas between now and February
7th. Ideas can be submitted by placing your idea-postcard into the collection box
(the Bell Inn or the Village Hall), or online at
www.bucklanddinhamparishplan.org.

At the end of the event, we applauded ourselves in successfully igniting so many
initial ideas, and retired to the Village Pub. A huge thank you to everyone, and
especially to Roy at the Bell Inn!

Libby Kingwell, Jonathan Smith, Adrian McCabe, Susie Hicks, Sarah Barnett  Parish
Plan Steering Group.
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CHANTRY

CHURCH SERVICES

February 4th David Clark, Group Service
February 11th ~ Anthony Davies

February 18th ~ Valerie Rawlins

February 25th Chris Hare

GREAT ELM

GREAT ELM CHURCH NEWS

The Christmas Eve Carol Service followed by mince pies and mulled wine in
the Village Hall was a wonderful start to the Christmas holidays with the
church packed to capacity.

(candlelight

A family run and owned company offering domiciliary and live-in care to keap
you safe and independentwithin your own home, as and when you need it.

01225 776000

Covering Dorset, Somerset, Wiltshire and East Susse.

3 Manior Farm Office ¢ Wittshire | BAT2 TOE




Looking ahead to our next family service — Mothering Sunday March 10th at
9.30am. The service will be at Great Elm and will be a combined service with
Mells church.

The plan is to involve everyone in making posies during the course of the
service which will be taken by Robin Isherwood.

Sunday January 28th, Richard King’s monthly Informal service will be
attended by the Area Dean, Caroline Walker as part of his Lay Worship
Assistant course.

DAMAGE TO HALL APPEAL

Great Elm’s Village Hall was seriously damaged in July and we are looking
for funding. If anyone has any ideas, suggestions or a philanthropic friend
we would be very grateful for any advice — 01373 673140. Further
information about our appeal for finance is on page 30.

PATRICIA CRAVEN October 1938 — December 2023

On January 5th the funeral service and burial of Pat Craven was held. Her
children, Helen and Brendan prepared the tribute which was delivered by
Graham Witts who took the service. Pat will be greatly missed by her family,
friends and all in the village.

Emma Hancock

Colour expert specialising in lived-in balayage
and blondes. Mobile and in-salon sevices

available

07429 046829
The Loft, 1 Vicarage Street | Frome

emmalivedinbalayage@gmail.com

emmalivedinbalayage.com

Facebook & Insta - @emmalivedinbalayage
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FREDERICK AUBREY STARR, 1928 - 2024

Fred moved to Manor Farm, in 1937, with his parents, brother Dennis and
two sisters, Iris and Peg. They farmed the 149 acres with the children all
helping their parents. Fred initially attended the original school in the
village which was at that time in one of the barns at Manor Farm and this
building is still known as the School House. Until the age of 11, Fred went
to school full time and then left at lunch time to help his parents on the
farm and aged 14 left school entirely to farm. After his parents died in the

Property and Building Maintenance

M.A.Stock

07801 355384 01373 672090
malcstock@yahoo.co.uk

LASTING POWER OF ATTORMEY

Painting Interior and Exterior [LPAS)

Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone

work including Building and Repairing Far Informatian, preparstion il

Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard required) & registration on LPA'S
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting Contact: Tim Seviour tfa LPAsS Direct
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little

jobs you need doing Tel: 01761 232097

Mabile: D748 434153

Free quotations
R F-Mail: tim.seviourl 238 gmail. oom

£1million cover of Public Liability Insurance

LOCAL BED AND

Do you need a
BREAKFAST

THE OLD SUN B&B
WHATLEY, BA11 3LA

CHRIS 07974 695166

PAUL ANTELL

PLUMBING

Pest (1 \'

Selytions' 07890 366832
. S 01373 467427

Solving all domestic and commercial
pest issues Professional, Reliable, Friendly & Local
Call or message us for afree quotel paulanteliplumbing Stalktalk. net

07917 638450 www. paulanteliplumbing.co.uk
K Fine uson Facebook SiPesttel utionsSouthiiest
Expart pest soluticns for aver tan vears
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1970s he farmed solo at Manor Farm. He was renowned among the farming
community as an excellent farmer who took exemplary care of his livestock, so
much so, that his animals when poorly, used to be brought into the house, into
what is now part of the kitchen, so he could care for them overnight. He was also
an able builder doing all his own stone and brick work to a high standard.

He sold Manor Farm at the age of 70 and moved next door to a bungalow he had
had built on his own land and then poured his considerable knowledge of plants
into creating a beautiful and productive vegetable and flower garden.

Fred had never been away from his home for more than four hours at any one
time and spent his first night not in Great Elm, in his late eighties, owing to a
brief admission to the RUH.

Fred was a quiet, gentle, kind, family man and a really lovely neighbour. He
leaves five nephews and nieces, Jeff and Heather, Mark and Lynn, and Chris. He
will be fondly remembered.

MELLS WITH VOBSTER

At St. Andrew’s we were only too aware of the wet weather as additional roof
leaks appeared and were duly logged but now repaired! They certainly didn’t
spoil or diminish the various Christmas activities and celebrations. A number of
the flower arranging team decorated the church at the beginning of the month,
bless them, Jane Taylor held a lovely Christmas concert for a packed church that

JK HAMBLIN

Glazing Solutions - Window Care - Handyman Services

All Styles OF Glazing » Mirrors. © Boarcing-Up Socvice
PYCWindows & Doors © PVL Fascias, Gutters & Soffits windows,
Conservatory & Gutlering Cloaning » Pressure Washing Cleaning Service

Fencing & Sheds » Lawn Maintenance

f 07877 838912 f
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evening, and we held our Carol service the following week, with Rev. Martin
Weymont, Jane and Mells Community Choir, Charles accompanying the carols,
and then on Christmas Eve we hosted a “pop up” and informal celebration of
carols and readings (from the children’s bibles we have in the church),
accompanied by a joyous deafening (ringing) of the children’s handbells! We are
very grateful to Lord Oxford for the donation of two fine Christmas trees, one for
outside the church and one inside. Thank you to Chris Rose for delivering these.
During the month, Mells School held their Christingle service, and, at the end of
term a very special service marking the retirement of Head Teacher, Claire
Chantler. A team of four people visit the school every other week, enacting stories
from the bible with the help of the children, through the programme Open the
Book. This is great fun, and anyone interested in joining the team is most
welcome. A training session is due to be held on FEBRUARY 22ND 22nD February
22nd at St. Mary’s Church, Innox Hill. If you are interested, do get in touch:
Anthea Kemp - akelmgarden@gmail.com.

We still need help on our flower arranging and cleaning rotas, and if anyone is
able to spare a little bit of time in this way, helping to care for our lovely village
church, please do let me know, (Diana — 812 386). Your help is truly appreciated!

Bryon Axford
Bryon passed away at home in December — a much-loved, born and bred in Mells
man who gave a great deal of his life in service to the village he loved. Rev.
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Martin Weymont led a simple service for the Cremation in Shepton Mallet,

on December 20th . A special service for a celebration of Bryon’s life and
also that of Audrey his wife, will be held in the Spring. Our thoughts and
prayers are with Andrew and the family. Rest in peace, Bryon.

Mells Village Shop

As most of you will know Mells Village Shop is not only the heart of our
community but along with Mike, Jerry and Helen it is run by our wonderful
community volunteers. We are looking for some more volunteers to lend a
hand. It is a great way to feel part of our community, to meet new people
and friends and to support our Village Shop. If you are interested in serving
customers in the shop, please do let me know. It is easy to learn the systems
and you don’t have to commit to anything on a regular basis. Your help
would be very much appreciated by the whole community. Please message
me or leave your number at the shop if you are able to

help: vickipikel@gmail.com

The ever-popular Mells Open Gardens will be held on Sunday June 30th this
year. We are hoping for even more gardens to be open than last year, and
refreshments will be sold in the cafe, Barn and elsewhere in the village. As
usual, all funds raised will go towards supporting our community shop and
cafe. Put the date in your diary!

Coffee with an

% Architect?

Thinking about a project?
MARTIN HALE
An Architect with over 20 years’
experience and a genuine love of
historic buildings and coffes, |

CARPENTER AND JOINER

PROFESSIONAL P d
CARPENTRY SERVICES A e i
discuss yvour plans and ideas, Fora
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR WORK free initial chat please contact:
RENOVATION AND Anna Hammaond
MAINTENANCE

01225 762496 07768838757 BADIDAC B RRE
T R 2, annahammond@ymail.com

martin.hale27@gmail.com me 0772 941 13680 ?.J
L: 01373 834439 Ny y_,;-

16



We are always very grateful for any offers of help on the day, selling tickets or
refreshments, so if you are able to offer an hour or more of your time, please do .get
in touch with Rosemary. rjworsdall@yahoo.co.uk

MELLS PARISH COUNCIL (mellsparishcouncil.Org..uk)
Notes of meeting held on Tuesday January 9th 2024

Council’s Financial Position: As part of the Local Government Finance Settlement,
the Government announced a 6.1% increase in Core Spending Power for Somerset
Council.

End of Charges for DIY Waste: Following a recent change of Government legisla-
tion current charges for disposing of construction and demolition materials includ-
ing: asbestos, plasterboard, hardcore and rubble from household DIY projects have
been removed. Each calendar month every household will be able to take up to
eight, 50 litre sacks (or equivalent 2m sheets of asbestos or plasterboard) free of
charge to a recycling site over a maximum of four visits in a month. Households
will need to pre-book trips to dispose of this DIY waste, telling the council the
amount of material they are disposing (up to 8x50 litre sacks per month) and the
number of times they will need to visit (up to four visits per month). Disposal of
asbestos, plasterboard or hardcore/rubble in excess of the free allowance can be
paid for online.

GREAT ELM VILLAGE HALL

Seating for 60 people
Fully equipped kitchen
Parking on the green
From £5 per hour
(heating extra)

Enquiries to Jim Duffus - Tel: 07794496727
email: pmduffus@hotmail co.uk
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Proud to be part of
the community

Hanson UK has rebranded to Heidelberg Materals, As well as
aligring with our parent compoany. our new name better rellects
the company we are Loday,

O commitiment o running our operations to the highest
stondards and being o good neighbour remains, Our whotiey
quarry continues to supply agaregate to local markets by rood
and nationally via its dedicated rail link, We actively suppart
focal initiatives ond regularly host schoal and callege visits

www.communities.heidelbergmaoterials.co.uk/en/
whatley-and-westdown-gquarry-community-page

Heidelberg
Materials




Health Research Grant: The National Institute for Health and Care Research
has awarded Somerset £5m over five years to form a Health Determinants Re-
search Collaboration — a new research partnership to improve health and re-
duce health inequalities across the county. Somerset’'s HDRC will focus on the
building blocks of good health such as housing, education and the physical
environment to tackle the root causes of health inequalities and wider depri-
vation.

MATTERS ARISING

Pavilion lease and future of recreation ground: Discussions
regarding the lease and financial way forward have begun as there
is now only two years to run on the lease.

Overgrown bush by Honeysuckle Cottage, Vobster: Highways
have inspected the area and are following the matter up.

Vobster noticeboards: Cllr Brady has inspected the boards and quoted £84 for
all the repairs, which was approved. Many thanks were extended to Alan for
all the work he has done for the PC and shop which is greatly appreciated.

HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH ISSUES:

Condition of grass triangle — Bottom Lane and area in front of
Vobster Inn: Arrangements are being made to purchase the
planters for outside Vobster Inn.

Accidents on Park Corner: The lines have now been re-instated.

Buckland
Dinham
Village Hall
& Millennium

Gardens

A huge hall seating 80 people
with stage and fully equipped

kilchen. Large enclosed
gardens with fine views.
Two cosy upslairs mestings
rooms each available at

BOOKINGS DAVID/SUSIE HICKS

@wemail.com 01373 485099
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LOUISTE BTRO

IR AT

MO PRACTISIMG AT THE BARMS. MELLS

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIDNAL CHIRDPRACTOR WITH
DYER 1 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HANDS OH TREATHWEMT SUITABLE FOR ALL
BACK/MECH PAIM- PREGHNANLCY - SPORTS
IMIVRIES~ POOR FOSTUARE...

FREE SFIMAL THECHE

CALL: OFB16 526077
RO SERIRENIC 0L, GO

=00 REGISTERED, BUPA APPROVED

L5 OFF INITIAL ASSESSMENT

e

Gountry Handyman

o sl vomr pemeral
PRGDErty malniemance
& gardening jnhs

Call
Hadyn West

wwnowestcouttrphandyman.co. uk
hadymwestilnme.com
J78E4 536577

SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS

Best quality air dried logs
Various sized loads to suit
Free delivery in local area
All timber harvested and
processed by us from sustainably
managed woodlands

For orders or details contact us on
Tel 01761 439419

0790 243572, 07989 816598

Email somervalley.ts@gmail.com

somervalleytreeservices.com

GILSTONE CORBETT

ACCOUNTANCY

Professional accountancy
services for businesses in
Somerset and the West

Sara Corbett
Gilstone Cottage, 3 Bethel Place,
Buckland Dinham
Frome BA11 201
(7585 724076
(new phone number)
sarafgilstonecorbett.oo.uk

Contact us now!
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M ZIMMERMANN

Bhigtsu Therapisi

Shiatsu is a physical therapy and a form
of massage. It encourages a deep sense

of relaxation and well-being.
Shiatsu can support a wide range of
physical and emaotional conditions.

07446100413
ymizim@gmail.com

ymi-Zimmermann.square.site

Somerleaze Farm, Murtry BA11 3NR

huttonbrown
painting & decorating
established family company

OUR SERVICES:

Period and heritage
Dustless sanding
Spray / brush finish
Wallpaper hanging
UPVC windows

WHY CHOOSE US:

50 years of experience
Unrivalled quality
Highest level of finishing
A* communication

Call John: 07711 657170 or
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9 SOMERSET
ﬁ{;—ﬂs EAR WAX
S CLINIC

¢ Ear wax removal by irrigation
i+ Ear check prior to Audiolagy
2 Fully tralned and experlenced

Sister Teresa Munro RGN

heglity Core Commission Registennd
07962 106 045
teresamunraof@hotmail.co.uk

Frame Medical Contre, Lros Way,
Frame BA11 2FH

™
The Weatherproof

Window Company

= Renovation
s Replacement
® Draught-proofing
* Small Repairs
* Replacement cords, pulleys,
handles, weights, glazing

All types of sash & wooden windows
Suitable for Listed Bulldings

Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR.
Tel: 01373 474637 Mobile: 07929
938419 (lan Gallagher)

www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk




HGVs - Top Road: Highways is looking into the matter.

PLANNING
2023/2397/VRC: Application to vary condition 2 of planning

approval 2021/2442/FUL (erection of 1 dwelling and detached
garage, formation of new access and associated development) —
Land adjoining Acrewood, Little Green. The plans show that the
porch area which will now be two storey to incorporate an

additional bathroom — no objections.

09.01,24 CORRESPONDENCE: None

ACCOUNTS AND OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS

Finalisation of precept for 2024/25: In light of Somerset Council
probably withdrawing services in the near future that the PC
would need to cover, the precept would rise from £13,000 to
£15,000.

ITEMS TO REPORT / ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Silt under Vobster bridge: Cllr Seviour to contact the River Authority.
Old GPO box on verge on road to Leigh on Mendip: Clerk to establish who
is responsible for it and request its removal.

Drains — Rectory Corner: The drain has been cleared but the grid has been
left at an angle with a cone on it. Clerk to follow up with Highways.

SIS ERY

OlrFFEsl U=9 0 == m=F | f=l= A ==

wriiriir. mrborcadabra. co. ke




‘Abandoned’ car — Selwood Street: The car has been present for several weeks
and at first appeared to be awaiting a tyre repair but subsequently appears to be
losing more pieces.
PCSO meetings in Café: Cllr Brady reported that these will recommence and be
held monthly. PCSO Will Mortimer will attend. Café will advertise the date once
it has been confirmed.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday February 13th 2024 at the later time

of 7Z.15pm in the Barn.

WHATLEY

It was lovely to see the church full for the Carol Service in December. Many
thanks go to Richard King for leading the service, to those who decorated it so
beautifully and the Dekker family for providing the drinks and mince pies
afterwards.

Whatley also hosted the Benefice Group Service at the start of January. The
collection from this service was £116.25 including Gift Aid tax and has been
donated to Fair Frome.

%GIVINO

GIM & WINE

« 000+ Wines

= BO- Yegan Wmes

= 30+ Farlilicd Wines

« A0 lns

« [hrisimas 0IRs



Mary Scott thanks the merry band of cleaners for their help throughout the
year. Let her know if you'd like to join the team- it's a beautiful space to
nurture.St George’s Church Whatley

After three years in the planning work has finally started at St George’s and
builders are now on-site full time.

A trench for the water supply pipe from the road is complete. The toilet that
will be located on the north side of the building, but accessed from inside, is
already under construction. The kitchen area will be in the north transept
where the organ was and some pews are due to be removed from the west
end of the church providing a community space.

Once building work is complete in the summer the church will be available,
not only as a place of worship, but also for wider social use by the whole
village. At some stage a meeting will be called for us all to consider that
wider use.

WACCA news

There was a good turnout for the gentle circular walk on Boxing Day to work
off some Christmas dinner. After a short circular walk from the cabin in the
Parish Ground and back via Vallis everyone enjoyed mince pies and hot
mulled wine.

It was so enjoyed that James and Davin had requests for another walk on
New Year’s day. The rain held off but everywhere was very wet and boggy,
so, again setting off from the Parish field they went by road to Chantry, along
the bridle path for the amazing view of the quarry and back through the
woods and Stoney lane. Refreshments this time were festive Pigs in Blankets
and hot chocolate - with marshmallows! Big thanks to James and Davin for
running these events.

Skittles! The alley has been booked at Tucker’s Grave for the March 2nd, 6.30
for 7.00pm start. They allow well supervised young people to play alongside
the adults, which should make for a happy family outing. There’s a
ploughman’s supper arranged, £10 for adults, children free. It's payable at
the door, but we need to know the total numbers, by February 17th, both
adults and young, as the space is limited to 40. Please can you email Rosie
Lunt at

elizabethlunt01@gmail.com to book your places. Alternatively, leave a
message with the names of those attending on 01373 836091.
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Many thanks to Rosie and Giles Lunt, who have the unenviable job of
organizing the teams and game!

Remember-Deadline! February 17t.

Whatley Common Good Trust

At the recent meeting of the Whatley Common Good Trust the trustees
agreed a bid for up to £650 for improvements to the path from the field
to the gate that leads into the farmer’s field to make it easier for
parishioners and walkers, as part of the overall upkeep and improved
infrastructure of the field. Currently the path is very boggy and difficult
to walk through in winter.

The NatWest current account was £13,217.49 as of September 29th. This
includes the second payment for the playground improvements but not
the £5,000 given towards a water supply to Whatley Church. The
Skipton Building Society savings account balance is £23,945.01

The next meeting is on April 3rd at 19.00 in the George Hotel, Nunney,
when the annual report will be presented. All are welcome.
Applications for funding should be made using the form on the
Whatley and Chantry website, where all papers are published.

YOU COULD BE
Wi e USING THIS SPACE
VOLUNTEERS MEEDED [N YOUR
LOCAL AREA TO PROMOTE YOUR
Cam you help? BUSINESS
e

& Somerset
Sight =7 k.

e BN PETER CORBETT
Wiz are kecking Tor volamzers ooross Samorsot oo 01 373 466536.

wiork ofa-c-ora whh 2ight Impaired peaph.
::::lrilln rmn||:|!':j;;r:1i?l i m|||!:.'|:l::|m:|;|:| .:ntlc: M ELLSMAG@
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'\'-r".-;l:‘.nl.: |J::J|l:.-|:.|:.|;11”-.- I LN R T A N BC TR T T | HOTMAI L.coM AN D
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT PETER CORBETT
mellsmag@hotmail.com

TO LET - THIS SPACE!
YOU COULD BE USING IT TO PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS.

el @ | MELLS AUTO

CHIMNEY

SWEEP
HETAS Registered

Wood/fuel stoves
Open fires
Sweeping & servicing

Text or call lan on

07976 880267

Keep warm - stay safa!

REPAIRS

Diagnostics,
Engine Repair,
Clutches, Cambelts,
Servicing, Air Con,
Auto Electrical

mellsautorepairs
@yahoo.com
07716460079

Unit |16, Mells Pit Works,
Frome BAI | 3RH

Peter Hardwick

DECORATORS AND PROPERTY AMAIMNTERAMCE SPECLALISTS

Renroe Coltoge, Lower Streat,
Bucklarnd Dinham.
Eomersat. BATT1 203

Telephone: 01373 453066
robile: OF956 BF08A4F
Ermail: @t 1 000Eaol.com
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KAPOW PEST CONTROL

- Rats, Mice

- Fleas, Bed Bugs, Cockroaches
- Traditional Mole trapping
- Bee swarms remaved

- Domestic and commercial
- Contracts available

A lpcal pest controller with
over 10 years experience.
Call Chris Raithby:
01373813721/ 07976735086
email: chrisraith@hotmail.com

Fully qualified and insured

Jon Goode

Reliable and professional handyman,
for general household maintenance
& garden services.

Based in Buckland Dinham.

GDDDE
AND
___HANDY |

'I'ﬂu r local hamd.ynn

Maobile: 07894 209201
Email: jon @ goodeandhandy.co.uk
Web: www.goodeandhandy.co.uk
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agazines, Books etc.
e can pick up.

Anything we don’t sell,
we will donate to the
local charity shops.
Thank you!
jerwestcott@aol.com or
07703 780701

Mells Nursery
Mezlls Groen, Mol s BAT1 30F
01373 813978
www.mellsnursery.co.uk

ez stered Chi |r|1‘r npEIk g As o e onkany
UL, €237 ||||||Iy'||| ihia Tar cligron angred
iy ||H||||I|I sichi s

Mowrardaa
QUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS
by COfsted in Manch 2020
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)' ust Greaada Grnup
- ap——

UR BOUTIQUE
COLLECTION

CHARMING HOTELS FOR THOUGHTFUL TRAVELLERS

GRENADA » ANTIGUA = TOBAGO +» BEQUIA » SAINT LUCIA
BARBADOS » 5T KITTS & NEVIS » SLOVENMNIA

Enquire today or request your copy of our brochura

01373 814 214 info@justgrenadagroup. com justgrenada.co.uk




DEFIBRILLATORS IN BUCKLAND DINHAM. MELLS
AND VOBSTER

In the event of an emergency, please phone 999 and they will
direct you to the nearest cabinet and give you the door code.
All the defibrillators are in locked cabinets to ensure that they
are there for when you need them.

LOCATIONS:

e Buckland Dinham Village Hall

e Mells Recreation Ground, near Longfield, Mells BA11 3PZ
e Post office, Woodlands End, Mells BA11 3PF

e Telephone Box, Mells Green

e Vobster Inn, Lower Vobster, Radstock BA3 5RJ

HOW TO USE A DEFIBRILLATOR

A demonstration video is available on the front page of the Mells
Parish Council website mellsparishcouncil.org.uk/.

Please take the time to watch it, as it could help you save
someone’s life!

F ! Forrester Sylvester M

SQLICITERS

Expert legal advice from our central Frome office

IANE HEALEY

Your local Wills, Trusts
& Probate expert

JOAMNME AYRTOM

Your local Residential
Froperty expert

wwwy fsmsolicitors.co.uk  enguines@fsmsolicitors.co.uk
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Hancocks Plumbing & Heating LTD

High Quality Plumbi [
ansnn - ome: v+ i’ IR

eniral Healing Instaliotions
« Reasonable Rates * Professional Service

Tel: 01373 474337

Mobile: 07850 852544
#ww.hancocksplumbingandheating.co.uk
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR SAND STONE AND
MIXED AGGREGATE
OR
ORNAMENTAL SHINGLE
IS OUR FORTE

LARGE OR SMALL
LOADS
Please ring Carol on
01373 471505 for a price

INSURANCE,
PENSIONS,
INVESTMENTS

Call our office in

Bath on 01761 239382
ar email
bath@nfumutual.co.uk

NFU Mutual

ISSUEAHTE | FEMG IS | IWWESTMERTS

30N | the
)| roots

company

« Trees

-I Woodlands
s Gardens
Care

phl o b

C owmrenaw . omeanios
#  rugniherouts oy uk

e T O G
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Garden Services
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GARY HOLT’S @0 T e—Y
- _g= - Fan e | GABVED (o IR
Painting, Decorating and AL | S STONE- | 1B AN
. . LETTERS
Plastering Services | AapacinaAES
Interior—Exterior & MEMUOIIAL MASON LY
. . IMCILBNG TIEAIGN & FITTIRG
Domestic—Commercial PE R R
# HEADETONE RESTORATIHOMN,
Dry Iining_Plastering REIETTTRIMG & RIPAIR
i # FRIENLILY, LOCAL FAMILY
Artex Ceilings TUISTHES S
Plastered W will work with e o sympatheticlly
dn_ﬂ'gn. Jllrodur.g and festail a rnrmrzpl’
Over 20 years weetiorial, sither o cireed o engraved.
- Lawn wmmarals, oemataon tahleis, kevh
expel'lel'lce sets wnd vases avadlable in a wide range

of slete, storee and gromcie.

Fully insured

We atlso offer headstone restorarion services,

Clean, tidy work ; ey ;
Slale, store and porcelaim house signs
Free quotes ealso averlable.
01373 814642 WWWLCARVEDS TONLLET TERS COUE
PTTCSE; 0 749 BE0 869 A 073G 300 8Ti
07891 31 2503 TaaA 1L andrewdrcanredsronelerrers.cnuk
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The co-operative funeralcare

-24 hour service  -Free bereavement advice  -Pre-paid funeral plans
FHUME 1 Munney Road, BAT1 404
01373 473426 o

WARMINSTER 5 coorgo strect, 5412 802
01985 220105

WESTBURY 5 warminstor Road, BA13 307
01373 858142

ey funeralcare.co.uk

s Professional

w72 Carpet, Hard Floor,

' Rug & Upholstery
Cleaning

Frome:

01373 470416

www.greenmancleaning.co.uk
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CARPET AND BED CENTRE

CARPETS, LVT, VINYL &
WOOD FLOORING
BEDS, MATTRESSES &
ACCESSORIES

www.radstockcarpetandbeds.co.uk
01761 432208
EXPERT ADVICE & FITTING
; FREE PARKING OM SITE
THE oL EINEMA - EDDMBEND RADSTOCK - NR. BATH - BA3 3AW
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CAR SERVICING

« CAR & COMMERCTIAL VEHICLE REPAIRS
. MOT'S CARRIED QUT ON SITE
7. SERVICING, TYRES, RECOVERY

Very Competitive Rates . Quality Service

]_U D-ft'! U‘ﬂ for new customers

with the voucher code DHTVOI

The Qld CQuarry. Creat Elm,
H Like 03 an Facebook Frome, BATT 3NN Tel. 01373 453050

alicn .

.“'B“’:
7 :
i

Sharon’s Foot Clinie e

5.0 Dip FHEPT 540 Dip FHPF
Fully Insured sod Highly Trained

Fur The Prafessinnal 'Treatmcnd U2
Cornz = Callus » Crcked Hoels « Athicles ool
Lol Lofectives » Thickened Xails # Lo growing Muils
Diahetic Fool Care ¢ Verrucns o Nabl Coting,  Yail Reconstenctinn

Contact Sharon on (3T3 B3T3 ne 7725 202

Climix: Appedniocols ul 12 Sonoy TG Suoney BALL 48D

Lloon Wisils wlas Availnlble.
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What’s on @ The Vobster

Bed and Breakfast
Open For Supper 6.30-8.30 Tuesday to Saturday
Function Room for Hire
Family Gatherings, Christenings, Bring your own Food
Option

Local Beers and Cider,
Garden, Four superb letting Reoms.

e
H/ro .
Glamping

Shaun and Pippin two Mew En-Suite Shepherd Huts have joined Buttercup
and Daisy, cur Mongelian Yurts. Why not have a peek on our website!

www.glampingonthehill.co.uk

Tel 04373 S12920
rdavilaibtinternet.com
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Scottii

Construction

attcenstruction.cauk
consiruction.couk

g

t + We have 5 surgeries affering
ars On cerlificate-level veterinary expertise
VETERINARY GROUP in small animal madicing, surgery

and cardiaiogy, supnorted by a
large team of dedicated nurses and
receplianisls,

» Emergency and overnight carels
provided by our own team around
rhe clock at our Small Animal

lesplital in Froame, Your pets are

riever lelt alane.

v Garstor Vets - a truly independent

approach to animal care since 1311,
Mot all veterinary practices
are the same,

Melksham | Trowbridge | Warminster | Westbury
01225617779 01225 754021 |01985 213350 | 01373 301448

An indegendent, portaer owned groWp with 4 ROV accredited surgeries

and an ROV Veteringry Hospita! af Garston House, Frome, ﬂ @

WWW.QEITS'[GHVE[S.CG.UK

Frome
01373 452225




We can offer advice on:

Residential sales and lettings

Rural matters

Country property, farms and land
Commercial

Development

Auctions

Antiques, collectables and household effects
= Surveys and valuations

e Equestrian

OUR OFFICES
[ = S P PR b o] Slaslor o s Ul WS b VT R LAPR T Al CCL?DFIE R
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