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FROM THE EDITOR

FIRST OF ALL, many apologies to our editorial contributors for not
putting the correct deadline date in the last issue of 5Alive. I've put
the right one in this time - it’s a bit early but it's because February is
a short month and I need to make sure the magazine is available by
the beginning of March.

Can I add my thanks to all those contributors who combine to make
5Alive the magazine it is. Without them the magazine would not
exist. And can I say the same about our advertisers. Please use their
many and varied services. We rely 100 percent on them to meet the
costs of the producing the magazine.

Enough from me! Enjoy this issue. Peter

JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY

CHURCHYARD

WELL, A BELATED Happy New Year to all. Christmas is now just a
memory, but I hope it brings some happy memories of joyful

gatherings of friends and family. Many perhaps gathered to
celebrate in one of our local parish churches, all of which were
lovingly decorated by volunteers with seasonal Christmas trees and
cribs. Thanks to all who worked hard to maintain the true meaning
of Christmas celebrations among all their personal and domestic
commitments.

I'had the busiest time I have had for years, entertaining 14 different
groups of friends and family during Christmas and the preceding
week. It was enormously enjoyable, exhilarating but exhausting and
at one point I realised I had filled the dog’s bowl with parrot food.

Editor: Peter Corbett mellsmag@hotmail.com
Advertising: Peter Corbett, 01373 466536, mellsmag@hotmail.com
Deadline for MARCH 2025 is
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 14th but do check!

Printed by Frome Printworks 01373 800 300
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CONTACTS
Mells Group of churches is currently in a vacancy. For any enquiries
please contact the church warden in your parish. For weddings
contact the benefice administrator, Mrs Catherine Brown, email
catmellsgroup@gmail.com. She works on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons.

Church laymen and women Parish council
Church wardens chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham Jenny Waller,|  John Reckless 01373 461841
07887 556936 Diane Sleigh 07907 156735

parishclerk@bucklanddinham.org

Chantry Hazel Tovey 836384

David Rawlins 836252
Great Elm Sally Rosa 07833
900947
Mells/ Vobster Hilary Ingram John Earl 01373 812450
01373 311073 Joy Book 07704 584953

Whatley MrsKGay 836175 Andrew Bramston 01373 836513
Rachel Nash
clerk.whatleyparishcouncil
@gmail.com

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am  Frome: Saturdays 5.30pm.
Wednesdays 11.30am Sundays 10.00am

Somerset Councillor: Philip Ham 01373 812152
Others to be confirmed
Chantry and Whatley Francis Hayden 07970 839532
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The parrots would have happily crunched dog pellets but my poor
Ebbie would not have appreciated parrot mixtures. Luckly sanity
resurfaced in time to recover the error. I could blame it on old age but
in earlier years when I did B&Bs I once added a box of dog biscuits to
the packets of breakfast cereal choices so such errors are obviously the
fault of a feeble mind under stress.

Wildlife also generally doesn’t know whether it is coming or going. Up
until the post-Christmas freeze the weather was so mild that
everything just kept on growing. The climbing nasturtiums in my
porch reached a height of about 15 feet, up and over the front door and
were still flowering cheerfully at Christmas. And some mysterious
insect had recently eaten holes in my geranium leaves, a thing I have
never known before in December. Round holes, as a caterpillar would
make, what but what kind of caterpillar would be active in December?
And why choose tough geranium leaves when plenty of softer foliage

JKTREESCAPES

LANDSCAPES, GARDENS & TREES

Call or Message us for a free quote
07796 000 555

Hedge Cutting | Tree Services | Fencing |
Garden Maintenance

- ]
Warminster based iiﬂ &mnries

Jack & Kirsty @ JKtreescapes Limited NATURE AND WILDLITE SOCIAL GROUP FOR PNOME

www.jktreescapes.co.uk LIVING WiTH DEMENTIA OR MEMORY 1055 i /
i! g .f % f‘

LETS LEHRN REOUT WILDLIFE 'l‘(li'GE-'I‘l‘fE!?r
D H U RL E P LAsT E RI N G Wildlite triendly gardening, nanire walks & seasonal cratrs.
Open and accessible for all ahilities and interests. Try
something new, or bring your own activity ideas.
- -
General Plastering, JOIN OUR WEEKLY MEETINGS T
Frome Welshmill Allotments Tuesdays 11-1pm_ a4l
Wednesdays 2-1pm
The Walled Garden at Mells hMondays 2-4pm Sy

- - - -
Skl m m I ng 7 Dry LI n I “g Flease call ahead to haok your space. .Carers and far:ivl;

memhers welnme .

FREE TO ATTEMD, FEE TRANSFORT AVAILAEE

Da n i el 07849 7 1 7702 For mo;e Information contact
za k.mathergrntton‘@froglIfe.org or cal 0794‘?_57:2849
danielhurle@sky.com B commmy %@
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surrounded them? Any ideas anyone? Usually by December my
geraniums are tucked away by the kitchen door walls and the shelter
of the surrounding stable yard wall so that whatever mysterious
predator has attacked them might not have found them before. This
year the poor things have been caught in the front porch I haven’t yet
had anyone to help move the heavy pots so I hope they will survive.
An odd thing I have noticed at the time of writing this in the second
week of January is the absence — or invisibility - of my garden
snowdrops. As I am sure I have mentioned in earlier years, ever since

we arrived here 50 odd years ago on January 21 to find a carpet of
snowdrops in flowers they have bloomed each year on that date. At
the moment there is no sign of them of even when scraping aside the
fallen autumn leaf cover. I thought perhaps they were just having a
later flowering year but on wandering around the churchyard, I see
there are hundreds -thousands? — of white bells scattered over graves
and beneath trees. So, where are mine? My bluebells are already well
up along the path and the ever increasing patch of hyacinths (from
many gifted bowls, later planted out for succeeding years’ flowering)
are well about ground. For 50 odd years I have revelled in my

The Gentleman Painter & Co

Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting
out Radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant
tea drinking and associated annoyances

We are a team of five, myself and four women. Interior
and exterior decorating work done as well as plastering,
guttering and carpentry

Project Management and Coordination -
excellent local references

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
Call Marc on 01373 813861 or 07899 900077
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snowdrops and I simply could NOT grow them “back home”. Could
squirrels have dug them up? But not all surely. One thing is certain
they will have to do it quickly, like speeded up cycles of growth cycles
we see on TV wildlife films.

Something I cannot grow despite many money wasting attempts is
winter aconites. I do love them cheerful buttercup faces sitting above
their green choirboy frills. Such a brave prelude to early spring.
Having achieved two a few years ago (out of 20 planted) I thought I
had succeeded at last but I haven’t seen them since. Any ideas as to
why, or advice, would be very welcome. They were planted “in the
green” (pre-flowering) and recommended.

Ivy is said to be wonderful thing to grow for wildlife. The bees love
the blossom and the birds love the berries and also find shelter in the
thick growth. Having a 9ft wall along my north boundary this is
always ivy covered although every few years in summer I have it
cleared so it doesn’t actually grow in among the old stones to

MERCER?

www.mercerbooks.co.uk

FOWENR, o (O

We are a small publisher MELLS BARN

helping authors through the FOR ALL FUNCTIONS

process Of Self_pubhshlng Parties - Receptions —Meetings
Kitchen facilities - Parking -

Stage Area - Garden
For bookings details contact

Come and have a coffee Helenon 01373 812498

www.mercerbooks.co.uk/process

and a chat even if it is just

an idea at the moment. FOF%@t"me-ﬂOt?
01373 836865 / 07989 385307 » GARDENING SERVICE - :

¥

.. Weeding, pruning, planting,
fence painting, etc
01373 464416 07890 850465

Based in Chantry near Frome.

W
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Church services in February

2" February 9" February 16t 23 February 2"9 March
February
Candemas 4 hefore Lent | 3 before 2 Before Lent Sunday next before
i Lent i Lent
Chantry 10.00am 11.00am 11am Holy 11.00am Matins
Group iy | SRR Valerie Rawlins
Service: Hazel Tovey
Holy
Communion
Barry Davies
Great Elm 9.30am: Holy | 9.30am
i Communion ;
H Informal Service
i Robin . .
Ishariead Richard King
Mells 9.30am 9.30am | 10.00am
Holy Morning Prayer Group Service:
Samoninist Janet Cauldwell Holy Communion
Whatley 9.30am 9.30am
Marning Holy Communion
Prayer
Hazel Tovey

If you want to keep an eye open for any changes to services, you

can check the schedule on the Mells Group website,

www.mellsgroup.church/whatson.



Hardington Vale Church Services — FEBRUARY 2025

DATE [ TIME | SERVICE
Sunday 2 February 9.00 am [ Norton st Philip, Informal Breakfast

10.30 am Rode, Holy Communion

11.00 am Laverton, Holy Communion

6.00 pm Rode Chapel, Meeting Flace

i Monday 3 February "9.00am | Norton st Philip, Morning Prayer

Wednesday 5 February 8.30 am Hemington, Morning Prayer

6.00 pm | Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer
Thursday 6 February 6.00 pm Nortan 5t Philip, Silent Prayer
Sunday 9 February 9.00 am Rode, Informal Breakfast

10.30 am Norton 5t Philip, Holy Communion

11.00 am Laverton, Matins

11,00 am Buckland Dinham, lona Service
Monday 10 February 9.00 am Norton St Philip, Morning Prayer
Wednesday 12 February  8.30 am Hemington, Morning Prayer

6.00 pm Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer

6.00 pm Tellisford, Evening Prayer
Thursday 13 February 6.00 pm Norton St Philip, Silent Prayer
Sunday 16 February | 9.00 am | Farleigh Hungerford, Holy Communion

10.20 am Rode, Holy Communion

10.30 am Nortan St Philip, Informal Woarship (piano blessing)

11.00 am Laverton, Matins

11.00 am Buckland Dinham, Holy Communion
Monday 17 February 9.00 am Norton 5t Philip, Maorning Prayer
Wednesday 19 February  8.30am Hemington, Morning Prayer

11.00 am Tellisford, Holy Communion

6.00 pm | Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer
Thursday 20 February 6.00 pm Norton 5t Philip, Silent Prayer
Sunday 23 February 9.00 am Rode, Contemplation & Coffee

10.30 am Norton St Philip, Holy Communion

11.00 am Laverton, Matins

6.00 pm Buckland Dinham, Evening Service
Monday 24 February 9.00 am Norton 5t Philip, Morning Prayer
Wednesday 26 February  8.30 am Hemington, Morning Prayer

6.00 pm Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer

6.00 pm Tellisford, Evening Prayer
Thursday 27 February 6.00 pm Norton 5t Philip, Silent Prayer

www.hardingtonvale.org.uk




undermine it. And I do love to see stone walls anyway. Apparently in
the heyday of full time gardeners peaches and nectarines were trained
along the orchard wall. Two of the old trees still survive and flower
some 15 feet above the wall every year but never produce any fruit as
far as I can see.

However, the ivy has now begun to grow on the north wall of the
house and what was originally an attractive lacy frame to the lower
windows has now begun to obscure the daylight so I shall have to find
someone to fight their way along the wall to remove it before the house
is engulfed like the fabled “cottage-in-the-woods” (complete with
resident “old-woman-in-the woods”).

And now I see, through the lattice of ivy the first of the promised snow
is beginning to fall so I had better go and post this in case we get
snowed in. See you in March, Hazell

ROUND AND ABOUT

MENDIP COUNTRY PRACTICE

Mendip Country Practice will be improving access to the building with
building work starting February 10th. We anticipate this to be all
complete by Friday February 15th. We remain open as usual with
access to the building through the Mendip Room causing minimal
disruption. Thank you for your understanding and co-operation.

BUCKLAND DINHAM

OUR VERY OWN REPAIR SHOP SAVES THE NATIVITY

Every year at St Michael’s we reach up to the top of the vestry
cupboard to find the box labelled ‘Christmas” and unwrap the nativity
figures to put in the crib. They have traditionally been much used and
much loved, as evidenced by flaking paint, missing hands and ears,
and even a wobbly head repaired many times with sticky tape.



Last Christmas, however, all that changed. Vivienne Bolton, who
attends St Michael’s church regularly, spotted the rather worn and
dilapidated state of the set and volunteered to carry out her very
own Repair Shop rescue.

First of all, Vivienne did her research. Our set, she discovered, was
probably between 80 and 100 years old, reasonably rare, and so
worth restoring. By comparing it to photographs of similar sets,
she discovered that one piece was missing, probably an angel.
Because it was made of a soft plaster, it was hardly surprising that
it had become damaged over the years. Also the dampness of the
church meant the plaster would have absorbed water from the
atmosphere over the years.

How did Vivienne go about the restoration?

First of all, she used air-drying clay to re-form missing ears and
hands, and indeed a thumb. When the clay parts were dry, she
then glued them back on using epoxy resin. Fine sandpaper
ensured the joins were invisible. Vivienne then mixed acrylic
paints to match the original colours, and oh-so-carefully painted
the new parts, finishing with a satin varnish.

No more victims.

Are you looking for a challenging but NEED A LIFT?
rewarding volunteer opportunity? =

o,
ey We will take you to and from any
We are seeking volunteers to work with adults and appm ntments - doctur' dentlst.
young people who have sexually harmed and 5
e el el iyl therapy group, visit to loved ones etc
social isolation which can often lead to re-offending.
Contact volunteering@circlessw.org.uk CAI-I- COM MUNITY DRIVERS FROME:

NO v crcles southwest orguk - C2rces 07596 591391




The restored nativity set is now stored in a secure plastic box which
includes a capillary mat to catch any lingering damp. Each figure has
its own wrapping to prevent damage from knocking against the others,
and we have strict instructions NOT to lift the figures out by the head
(or ears). Just as in the more famous Repair Shop, we were very moved
both by the result of the restoration (it looks beautiful!) and the love,
skill and care Vivienne brought to the task. It formed a very fitting
centre piece for our carol service this year — especially when the
children added a flock of knitted sheep to the scene.

Thank you, Vivienne. And I believe you may have another set to
restore for Norton St Philip next year...

Jenny Waller, Parish Warden, St Michael’s church, Buckland Dinham

MRS GLENYS MELLOR, 1941-2024

At 1:00pm on Thursday December 12th 2024, a funeral service took
place in St Michael’s Church, Buckland Dinham to celebrate the life of
Glenys Mellor. The church was full, as family and friends from the
village gathered together to remember Glenys. A beautiful display of

Control Your
Financial
Future

Gain Confidence

Make well-informed
spending decisions

Gain Control

Step into a more
secure future.

. Your Financial
ation Changed?

3e | House Building | Divarce
o your financial situation to allow for well-informed spending decisions

Gain Clarity
Grasp your
financial situation

perfect solubion \With a comprehensive Income & Expenditure analyss, |
your finznces, including:
shold Costs | Pet Costs
designed te fit your unique financial reeds,
isuals ta simplify your budget management.
s affectively and live car within your means.
h is why | affer a customised approach to meet your specic neads.

es today and step into a more secure future

graphicalanalysis@outlook.com K 01373 673140
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lilies decorated the altar, a fitting tribute to Glenys who was an avid
gardener.

The service was conducted by The Reverend Pauline Reid.

Hymns were Love Divine and Abide with me, two beautiful choices.
Scripture readings were Psalm 23, and John 6:35-40.. Pauline began
her address by sharing with us how privileged she felt to hear about
memories of Glenys from her family, and to build up a picture of her
life. She led a varied and active life - as a farmer’s wife moving
around the country in the early years of her marriage, as a mother of
two daughters, and as a youth support worker in Frome in her later
years. In retirement, Glenys set an example to us all by making the
most of her time, travelling the world with her husband Ben and
their close friends.

At home, Glenys was always busy and a passionate gardener, to the
extent that her garden was referred to as “paradise’ by her friends.
She also took part in many village activities including Open Gardens
and the much-remembered Christmas Tree Festival which filled the
church with trees sponsored by local enterprises.

Pauline observed that someone so close to the natural world as
Glenys would be familiar with the cycle of life. She suggested that
one way to think of her passing is to imagine her going home.
Although losing a loved one is never easy, there is comfort in
knowing that Glenys is safe in God’s hands. Glenys was buried in St
Michael’s churchyard beside her husband Ben. Following the burial,
the funeral party gathered in the village hall. Glenys leaves behind
two daughters as well as two grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and
friends at this time.

NEEDLE AND WET FELTING WORKSHOPS
Buckland Dinham Village Hall from 10.00 to 4.00.
23rd March. 3D needle felting. Easter themed. Hanging eggs,
wreath etc or come with your own design. £55
18th May. Wet felting. Make a wall hanging, bowl or a
project of your own. £55
The cost includes all the materials and tools (stabbing mat £5
extra.) Contact ziaperriman@gmail.com
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CHANTRY

IT'S A BIT LATE BUT A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE
The Christmas Services were very well attended. Both services
were led and devised by Barry Davis - thank you Barry for all your
hard work. The services were followed with mulled cider and
mince pies, thanks to Jan and Andrew for the mulled cider. It was
lovely seeing so many friends and having a catch up.

We had a lovely letter from the Salvation Army thanking us for all
the gifts presented at the Toy and Carol service. There were so
many, my car boot and back seats were crammed with them all.
Thank you very much for giving so generously.

Thanks also to all of you who helped with decorating and cleaning
for both services, especially to Jan and Andrew for decorating the
magnificent tree

The February Group Service will be hosted by Chantry Church at
10.00am on Sunday 2nd..

Emma Hancock

Colour expert specialising in lived-in balayage
and blondes. Mobile and in-salon sevices

available

07429 046829

The Loft, 1 Vicarage Street | Frome
emmalivedinbalayage@gmail.com
emmalivedinbalayage.com

Facebook & Insta - @emmalivedinbalayage

s
@
5o
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MAINTENANCE

Flowers Cleaning
01-02-25 Hazel
08-02-25 Laureen Claire
15-02-25 Val Dolly & Val

22-02-25 Val

GREAT ELM

Our Carol Service on Christmas Eve was well attended with a
congregation of 78 people.

My thanks to those who helped decorate the church and to the
various members of the village who kindly sang solos and read
the lessons which helped make the service a community event.
The collection raised £224 for the Children’s Hospice South West.
The additional repairs to the roof seem to have sorted out the
problem and the plastering repair work of the ceiling will
recommence at the end of February.

LOCAL BED AND

Do you need a
BREAKFAST

Call

THE OLD SUN B&B =
WHATLEY, BA11 3LA ;(

S

CHRIS 07974 695166

PAUL ANTELL

PLUMBING
Sebons 07890 366832
. ] 01373 467427

Solving all domestic and commercial ) ) )
pest issues Professional, Reliable, Friendly & Local
Call or message us for a free quote! paulantellplumbing @talktalk.net
07917 638450 www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk
[ Find us on Facebook @PestSolutionsSouthWest
Expert pest solutions for over ten years
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A tea party at 3.00pm on January 19th in recognition of flower and
cleaning rota members being held at Judy Duffus” was open to
everyone.

It would be wonderful for some new names to come on to the rotas.
The flower arranging is not expected to be professional looking with
lots of expensive bought flowers but more for the church to look like a
welcoming English country church that is loved.... a pot plant, a vase
with some flowers in, some herbs or hedgerow contributions are some
suggestions. Contact Judy to find out more.

Please note these future dates:

Sunday March 30th — 9.30am Mothering Sunday. Richard King will be
taking the service. Distribution of posies and Simnel cake.

Saturday April 12th - 10.00-12noon. Spring tidy of the church yard

Preparation for the new Electoral Church Roll will start in March with
a notice on the church notice board from March 12th.

J K HAMBLIN

Glazing Solutions - Window Care - Handyman Services

All Styles Of Glazing * Mirrors * Boarding-Up Service
PVCWindows & Doors ¢ PVC Fascias, Gutters & Soffits windows,

Conservatory & Guttering Cleaning ¢ Pressure Washing Cleaning Service
Fencing & Sheds ¢ Lawn Maintenance

f 07877 858912 f{
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MELLS WITH VOBSTER

EVA DIANA COX 1944-2024

Friends and Family gathered in St Andrews on January 14th to remember
the life of Diana Cox.

Diana was born in Mells but moved to Vobster a few months later where
her three other sisters, Angela, Rosemary and Margaret, were born. They
had very happy childhood memories.

Diana and family move back to Mells when she was nine and attended
Mells school. She was christened, confirmed and married in St Andrews,
learnt to ring the bells and sang in the choir, such lovely memories.

After leaving school Diana went to work at Butler and Tanner in Frome
where she met her husband, and they married in March 1966.

They settled in Frome in 1967 where Teresa, Rachel and Linda were born.
Diana loved dancing and achieved a Gold Medel in ballroom and Latin
American dance.

NOW OPEN

Sc‘:'l'\-‘in(g’ Moorish T:]"!:n: in ot

newly refurbished restaurant

N The '
pAVl—lEl ﬁ E N T il |1L|1':ad:1_\-‘ - S:lturd:l_\_: Gpm until Lpm

g f @thehighpavement
e ©) @ihehighpavement
¢ hello@chchighpavement.couk

to book: 07967 222682

and stunning garden.
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Diana’s last job was working at Critchill Court as a carer for the
elderly, which she enjoyed so much, she was a caring person.

Diana’s family was her life. They enjoyed going camping, sailing and
moving on to a caravan when the grandchildren, Nicola, Ana and
Marco, came along. Then in the last ten years great grandchildren
Alfie, Eva Frankie and Belle joined them.

Diana was a loving, beautiful, caring, kind, gentle understanding and
forgiving person. She will be greatly missed by all her family.

Good night. God bless. RIP

MARGARET KATHLEEN MORRIS 1932 - 2024

Friends and Family gathered in St Andrews on December 3rd to
remember the life of Margaret Morris.

She was born in Inverness where she lived with her parents and four
siblings, spending time with her sister Sheila in Elgin with their great
aunt. They had many happy times there

Margaret was a keen swimmer as a teenager, she was part of an early
morning swimming club at Loch Ness. She left school at 15 and joined

Coffee with an

x Architect?
j Thinking about a project?

An Architect with over 20 years’

CARPENTER AND JOINER ; :
experience and a genuine love of

PROFESSIONAL historic buildings and coffee, |
CARPENTRY SERVICES would be happy to meet and
discuss your plans and ideas. For a
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR WORK free initial chat please contact:
RENOVATION AND
MAINTENANCE Anna Hammond
01225 762496 07768838757 BA DipArch MSc ARB
martin.hale27@égmail.com e: annahammond@ymail.com
m: 0772 941 1360 #
t: 01373834439 \]p
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the Milk Marketing Board where she greatly enjoyed her life and
made lifelong friends.

In the 1950s she met her husband, and they married in 1961. They
moved to Elgin, Margaret’s happy place, and Joanna was born in
1965. They then moved to Reading and Steve was born in 1967. In
the 1970s Margaret became a dinner lady, teaching assistant and
bookkeeper, her last job was at Ogee’s hair and beauty, jobs that
she enjoyed so much. She retired in the 90’s and becoming a
grandmother in 2005/6 meant the world to her. She also loved
travelling, particularly Italy, including a special time at Lake Como.
Despite her last 12 months being challenging Margaret was a
deeply caring, loving, warm, funny person with a cheeky wink and
smile to a child if the adults were getting to serious. She will be
greatly missed by family and friends RIP.

ST ANDREW'S CHURCHYARD

Following the success of the morning we organised in September,
and a very positive response to the results achieved, we are inviting
all Mells residents, or anyone with a family connection to the
church, to come together again to help tidy up the churchyard, on
Saturday March 15th, 10.00am-12.00pm. If you would like to help

GREAT ELM VILLAGE HALL

Seating for 60 people
Fully equipped kitchen
Parking on the green
From £5 per hour
(heating extra)

Enquines to Jim Duffus - Tel: 07794496727
email: jmduffus@hotmail.co.uk
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Kick-start your

heahaing s
b A

Apprentices play a vital role in the success of our business, and we are
seeking energetic, open-minded individuals to join our Whatley quarry team
this autumn.

We are looking for two craft Mechanical Engineering apprentices to join
our structured apprenticeship programme, offering a salary of between
£16,000 and £18,000 plus benefits. Earn while you learn and develop the
skills needed for a rewarding career with a leading supplier of construction
materials.

To express your interest email us at: whatley.quarry@hanson.com

l Heidelberg
‘ Materials




the other volunteers to keep our wonderful churchyard looking its
best, do join us (please bring your own gloves/tools/strimmers etc). All
welcome, tea, coffee and cake will be provided.

MELLS PARISH COUNCIL (www.mells-pc@gov.uk - NOTE NEW
FULLY ACCESSIBLE WEBSITE)

Notes of Mells Parish Council held on Tuesday 14 January 2025 — full
minutes on website

Somerset Council, Councillor’s report

Household Support Fund: Applications can only be made
online and close on 31 March 2025. somerset.gov.uk/care-and-
support-for-adults/somerset-household-support-fund/ The Clerk
will assist anyone who does not have internet access. The
Household Support Fund cannot make direct payments towards bills.

It does not provide cash payments or make payments to your bank
account. Where support is approved, vouchers will be issued for an
agreed monetary value. Gas and electricity — If you have a pre-pay-
ment energy meter, your cards or keys can be topped up. You must
redeem your voucher within five days of receiving it. For help to-
wards all other energy bills, food vouchers can be given in place of

Buckland
Dinham
Village Hall
&Millennium

Gardens
A huge hall seating 80 people
with stage and fully equipped
kitchen. Large enclosed

gardens with fine views.
Two cosy upstairs meetings
rooms each available at
£5.00 an hour.

hicks3920@gmail.com

BOOKINGS SUSIE HICKS
01373 485099
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LOUISE BIRO

CEIRATTALTOR

NOW PRACTISING AT THE BARNS, MELLS

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL CHIROPRACTOR WITH
OVER 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HANDS ON TREATMENT SUITABLE FOR ALL
BACK/NECK PAIN~ PREGNANCY~ SPORTS
INJURIES~ POOR POSTURE...

FREE SPINAL CHECKS

CALL: 07816 526077
LOVISEBIRC{@GMAIL.COM

GCC REGISTERED, BUPA APPROVED

£5 OFF INITIAL ASSESSMENT

7 SOMERSET
@ EAR WAX
““ CLINIC

¢ Ear wax removal by irrigation
O Ear check prior to Audiology
¢ Fully trained and experienced

Sister Teresa Munro RGN

Quality Care Commission Registered
07962 106 045
teresamunro@ hotmail.co.uk

Frome Medical Centre, Enos Way,
Frome BA1l 2FH

e

Country Handyman

For all your general
property mdintenance
& gardening jobs

Call
Hadyn West

www. westcountryhandyman.co.uk
hadynwest@me.com
07854 536577

GILSTONE CORBETT

ACCOUNTANCY

Professional accountancy
services for businesses in
Somerset and the West

Sara Corbett
Gilstone Cottage, 3 Bethel Place,
Buckland Dinham
Frome BA112QL
07885 724076
(new phone number)
sara@gilstonecorbett.co.uk

Contact us now!
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YMI ZIMMERMANN

Shiatsu Therapist

Shiatsu is a physical therapy and a form
of massage. It encourages a deep sense
of relaxation and well-being.
Shiatsu can support a wide range of
physical and emotional conditions.

07446100413
ymizim@gmail.com

ymi-zimmermann.square.site
Somerleaze Farm, Murtry BA11 3NR

huttonbrown
painting & decorating
established family company

OUR SERVICES:

Period and heritage
Dustless sanding
Spray / brush finish
Wallpaper hanging
UPVC windows

WHY CHOOSE US:

50 years of experience
Unrivalled quality
Highest level of finishing
A* communication

Call John: 07711 657170 or visit
huttonbrowndecorating.com
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Why not use this
space to promote
your business?
Contact Peter
Corbett
01373 466536
mellsmag@
hotmail.com
for more
information

7

\
The Weatherproof
Window Company

® Renovation
* Replacement
* Draught-proofing
* Small Repairs
* Replacement cords, pulleys,
handles, weights, glazing

All types of sash & wooden windows
Suitable for Listed Buildings

Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR.
Tel: 01373 474637 Mobile: 07929
938419 (lan Gallagher)
www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk

.




payment towards fuel bills. The value of the food vouchers can
then be used to offset payment of fuel bills or other direct debit
bills. Food - For help towards paying for food, supermarket food
vouchers are issued which you can use in all major supermarkets.
Vouchers are valid for six months from the date you receive them.
The fund will not cover: debt repayments, cash payments, rent or
housing costs, phone bills, non-urgent items such as televisions and
some furniture. You do not need to be in receipt of benefits to ap-
ply for this fund. And any existing benefits will not be affected by
payments from this fund.

ii. Local Plan Call for Sites: Somerset Council will be launching a
Call for Sites in the new year as it prepares to develop its first Local
Plan. The Call for Sites is a six-week period where landowners,
developers, and site promoters are invited to submit land they
want to be considered for future development. Submissions can be
for various uses including housing, economic development, gypsy
and traveller pitches and plots, and renewable energy installations.

SLINKY transport service: This demand responsive transport is a
bookable, flexible service which residents can use if there is no
public transport alternative. All users need to do is register

online to start using the Slinky bus to get to the shops, to visit
friends and family, get to college or social clubs, or access medical
appointments. You can also call: 01749 880482 for Mendip area. The

Ol U39 702 O77803 I=29420

wiinnir . arborcadabra. co.uk




service is available to anyone in Somerset who does not have access to
a regular bus service. Car owners can also use Slinky.

The Boundary Commission has launched a consultation on new
division boundaries in Somerset - Igbce.org.uk/all-reviews/somerset.
Mells is not affected by the proposals.

MATTERS ARISING

Quarry noise: Cllr West reported that there had been four noise
complaints at night and three in the evening over the past few
months. An electric vehicle has been ordered which should further
decrease noise.

Trees in Vobster graveyard: These have been looked at by
the PCC and arrangements will be made to remove them as
they are likely to cause damage to the wall if left in situ
long term.

Bus shelter graffiti — Vobster: Cllrs Brady and West will carry out the
work.

DORSET DELIGHTS
CATERING
Funeral Teas, Weddings, Drinks Parties & Events

holistic massage

5 : Holistic massage tailored to your needs.
Family un Smee 2010
From Deep Tissue Massage to ease problem areas, to calming massage using
Based near Bruton, Somerset essential oils and Reiki to promote & deep relaxed state,

winwdorsardelghtscatering.co.uk ComactKaty an:

07703579563

Confeet Alioe; 07783 928532, Lowise: 07743 780604

exhalzholisticmassage@outlook.com
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HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH ISSUES:

Condition of grass triangle — Bottom Lane: Cllr Henderson
will confirm with the resident that they may go ahead with
the planting of a memorial crab apple tree.

Area in front of Vobster Inn: Cllr Seviour will obtain
quotes for the planting barrels. There is currently an
abandoned vehicle on the land which has been reported to
Somerset Council.

Speeding vehicles in Vobster: No response has been
received from Highways. Clerk to approach again to ask if
it is feasible to reduce the speed limit and what the process
is.

Park Corner: Cllr Seewooruttun reported that the details of
another two vehicle accident had been passed to Highways. Clerk to
ask Highways to accelerate their intentions for this junction.
Damaged bridge — Vobster Cross: Clerk to approach Nick
Jacklin, Head of the bridge department as no progress has
been made to date.

PLANNING - New applications:

2024/2251/HSE: Erection of single storey front porch and single
storey rear extension — Stone Cottage, Upper Vobster Road. No
objections.

2024/2291/TCA: Beech x 6 — raise canopy by three metres — Mells
Green to Little Green, Mells Estate (notification only, being dealt
with by Tree Officer)

2024/2055/HSE: Erection of single storey extension and associated
works (retrospective) — 6 St Edmunds Terrace, Upper Vobster Road.
No objections

FINANCIAL MATTERS

Budget and precept setting: After discussion, it was agreed by
all present, that the precept should increase by £1,500 to cover the
additional costs of emptying the bins and general village upkeep etc.
The precept therefore for 2025/2026 was set at £16,500.
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Items to report, items for next agenda

Funding for church: Cllr Asquith asked if other churches in the area
received funding from the parish council as the situation was getting
quite critical for the church. This would need a substantial increase in
the precept to cover the costs and would require the support of the
parish.

Lime Kiln Hill — debris: ClIr Brady will contact Penny’s to request that
the road is kept clear of mud and gravel.

Verge — Top Lane: The verge is being eroded by the works being carried
out at Bridge Cottage. Clerk to ask the owner to reinstate once works are
completed.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Tuesday February 11th, 7.15pm in the
Barn
Joy Book, Clerk, email: clerk@mells-pc.gov.uk (NEW EMAIL ADDRESS)

WHATLEY

CHURCH CLEANING

February 1st. Judy Boorer. February 8th.  Pippa Witt
February 22nd. Jenny Norris

Mary Scott thanks the cleaning crew who kept the church in good order
in 2024 and looks forward to our continuing support in 2025.

It is wonderful to see the possibilities of our new social space fitting in
with the rhythm of the church.

We thank Alice Kettle who masterminded our magical Christmas
service. The tree was magnificent, our singing much enhanced by the
skilled organist, Andrew Branston (thank you Andrew) and our hearts
were warmed by our young actors, including Lexi and Reuben with
their beautiful animals.

Best of all was seeing the church completely full of all generations who
now live in or have lived in and been part of Whatley life, all celebrating
Christmas together.



Our new space was used effectively before Christmas also. Many
Chantry and Whatley front doors were graced by home-made
wreaths, created under the guidance of Gilly Palmer and Alice
Kettle.

In November there was a well-attended talk organised by Lizzie
Dekkers, so we are beginning to see the diversity of possibilities for
the use of this community space.

Now we look forward to 2025, wishing all our neighbours the
happiest of years, with much community good will and
companionship.

The collection from last month’s Group Service, including Gift Aid,
amounted to £56.25 and was given to Fair Frome.

_ JUST GRENADA _
COLLECTION

OUR HOLIDAY
DESTINATIONS

¥ Windows  atios GRENADA * ANTIGUA

/ Gutters / Driveways TOBAGO » BEQUIA

/ Fascias +/ Cladding SAINT LUCIA - BARBADOS
/ Soffits / Signs ST KITTS & NEVIS

-/ Solar panels SLOVENIA
N ROPS TS :

(L) 07739189 180 €ALL OUR EXPERT TEAM
: 24 sunlightwindows@gmail.com : BASED N MELLS

rﬁy sunlightcleaning.co.uk

01373 814214

www.justgrenadacollection.co.uk

justgrenadacollection@caribtours.co.uk




Nick Fordham discusses

r please email

THE BRIDGE ON THE RIVER KWALI:
BUILDING THE THAI-BURMA RAILWAY

SATURDAY 22 FEBRUARY 7 PM

Nick spent a y
His explt

= story that en this talk is b

heroism, horro d, ultimately, reconciliation

Nick Fordham read Modern History at the University of Oxford

and has spent the last 15 years living a
Mells Tithe Barn, Mells,
icke nclude & canapes), avai of
t order

NICK FORDHAM

of the Thai-Burma Deart

A PRESENTATION BY

h railway

y it was built

dur

fe & Shog

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
(LPA’s)

For information, preparation (if
required) & registration on LPA’s
Contact: Tim Seviour t/a LPAs Direct

Tel: 01761 232097
Mobile: 07486 434193
E-Mail: tim.seviourl23@gmail.com

Property and Building Maintenance

M.A.Stock

07801 355384 01373 672090
malcstock@yahoo.co.uk

Painting Interior and Exterior

Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone
work including Building and Repairing

Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little

jobs you need doing
Free quotations
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MARK WHITE

Furniture & Cabinet Maker

Furniture & cabinet making. crary memoer:
Custom-made kitchens
Design & installation

07890235660
markwhitefurniture@gmail.com

= rmaErks W Titur inetr

. &
% community agents
S part of CCS

Community Council for Somerset (CCS), Viney Court, Viney Street, Taunton, TA1 3FB

OUR LOCAL VILLAGE AGENT IS NIC EDWARDS,
07946 461468, NICOLAE@SOMERSETRCC.ORG.UK

Ofi_i:%"sfé

Qutstanding
Providar

Jon Goode

Reliable and professional handyman,

for general household maintenance
& garden services. Me"S N urs el‘y
Mells Green, Mells, BA11 30QE
Based in Buckland Dinham. : i
01373 813978
www.mellsnursery.co.uk
We are a registered Charity operating as a veluntary
GOODE run., community pre-school for children aged
AND 2 years old until school age.
HANDY Awarded
OUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS
Your local handyman by Ofsted in March 2020.

“Children thrive as they attand this

Mobile: 07894 209201 wonderfully charming nursery.”
Emal!: |on@goodeandhandy,co_uk “Staff develap incredibly positive and
Web: Www.goodeandhandy.co.uk nurturing relationships with children.”
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our local
ommunity KAPOW PEST CONTROL
adio
tation - Rats, Mice
eeds your ' ] - Fleas, Bed Bugs, Cockroaches
vg,to sell ! FROMEIFM - Traditional Mole trapping
D’s, S - Bee swarms removed
agazines, - Domestic am? commercial
ooks etc. - Contracts available
e can pick up. A local pest controller with
. , over 10 years experience.
A“““f;‘lgdwe ‘:"‘: t t‘;“’ Call Chris Raithby:
we will donate to the 01373813721/ 07976735086
local charity shops. email: chrisraith@hotmail.com
Thank you!
jerwestcott@aol.com or Fully qualified and insured
07703 780701

r. Forrester Sylvester

SOLICITORS

Expert legal advice from our central Frome office

JANE HEALEY

Your local Wills, Trusts
& Probate expert

JOANNE AYRTON

Your local Residential
Property expert

www.fsmsolicitors.co.uk enquiries@fsmsolicitors.co.uk
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TO LET - THIS SPACE!
YOU COULD BE USING IT TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT PETER CORBETT
mellsmag@hotmail.com
01373 466536

lan Chapman ﬂ
CHIMNEY

SWEEP
HETAS Registered

e Wood/fuel stoves
e Open fires
e Sweeping & servicing

Text or call lan on
07976 880267

Keep warm - stay safe!

MELLS AUTO
REPAIRS

Diagnostics,
Engine Repair,
Clutches, Cambelts,
Servicing, Air Con,
Auto Electrical

mellsautorepairs
@yahoo.com
07716460079

Unit 16, Mells Pit Works,
Frome BAI | 3RH

Peter Hardwick

DECORATORS AND PROPERTY MAINTENAMNCE SPECIALISTS

Renroc Cottage, Lower Street,

Buckland Dinham.
Somerset. BAT1 2QN

Telephone: 01373 453066
Mobile: 07956 870849
Email: ptp1000&aocl.com
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DEFIBRILLATORS IN BUCKLAND DINHAM. MELLS
AND VOBSTER

In the event of an emergency, please phone 999 and they will
direct you to the nearest cabinet and give you the door code.
All the defibrillators are in locked cabinets to ensure that they
are there for when you need them.

LOCATIONS:

e Buckland Dinham Village Hall

e Mells Recreation Ground, near Longfield, Mells BA11 3PZ
e Post office, Woodlands End, Mells BA11 3PF

e Telephone Box, Mells Green

e Vobster Inn, Lower Vobster, Radstock BA3 5RJ

HOW TO USE A DEFIBRILLATOR

A demonstration video is available on the front page of the Mells
Parish Council website mellsparishcouncil.org.uk/.

Please take the time to watch it, as it could help you save
someone’s life!

Hancocks Plumbing & Heating LTD
ngh Quallty Plumbl.ng_‘l& Heatmg Al

Reusonuble Rates Professmna! Service

Tel: 01373 474337
Mobile: 07850 852544
‘#ww.hancocksplumbingandheating.co.uk
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR SAND STONE AND
MIXED AGGREGATE
OR
ORNAMENTAL SHINGLE
IS OUR FORTE

LARGE OR SMALL
LOADS
Please ring Carol on
01373 471505 for a price

INSURANCE,
PENSIONS,
INVESTMENTS

Call our office in
Bath on 01761 239382
or email

bath@nfumutual.co.uk

©NFUM

INSURANCE | PENS

the

roots

company

e Trees

z Woodlands
« Gardens

s Care

: 01373 813 410 - 07989313036
* gregatheroots org uk

&  www theroots org.uk
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Garden Services

LawnBorder $ Medge Malntenanca, AN

ITEAISENET Hn 313 465011

o ! | com We navigate the chaos of data, finding order and connection, to

all agpects of garden mainianance considered develop common models that bring clarity and direction to big
data challenges.
MPTC
Qualified

We are a small business based in Whatley that offer
intellectually stimulating work, family friendly work patterns

MOIe catCher and we have an office dog,
01373836350 < If you are interested in finding out mare about us then check

- I i
07512681111 @ out Du.r,"EbSIte_'
" ‘,"' https:/fwww. kaiasm.com
No Mole _

Y T
No Fee '\k\q\h .

GARY HOLT’S Why not use this
Painting, Decorating and

Plastering Services space to promote
Interior—Exterior your business?

Domestic—Commercial
Dry lining—Plastering Contact Peter

Artex Ceilings Corbett
Plastered 01373 466536

Over 20 years

experience mellsmag@
Fully insured hotmail.com

Clean, tidy work

Free quotes for more

01373 814642 information

07891 312503
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The co-operative funeralcare

-24 hour service -Free bereavement advice  -Pre-paid funeral plans

FROME 1 nunney Road, BA11 4LA
01373 473426 o

WARMINSTER 3 ceorge street, BA12 804
01985 220105

WESTBURY 5 warminster Road, BA13 3PF
01373 858142

www.funeralcare.co.uk

N Professional

oo <3 Carpet, Hard Floor,

: A Rug & Upholstery
Cleaning

Frome:

01373 470416

= www.greenmancleaning.co.uk
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a50K FUﬁDING REQUIRED= "GREAT ELM

i e ——— e Tt T —

ASTER CAMPAIGN
COMMUNITY 7

A:‘TRUI’HILALLI DAMAGED BY AN
UNKNOWN UN-INSURED DRIVER

: REPAIR COSTS ¢ 70K
F + NDING REQUIRED ¢ 50K

CoMMUNITY Hup &3
CLUBS & DEMOS "1%
SPORTS HALL r&

Nation Wide Fioar P RATED

Please contactus toreceive
your freedemonstration

DHES £ 32291 66

www.tilemasterpro.co.uk/frame

15%Discount code:TMG63

Fleaza quote thiscode when contactingus.
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D.H TRUCK &

CAR SERVICING

+ CAR & COMMERCIAL VEHICLE REPAIRS
.EE « MOT’S CARRIED OUT ON SITE
« SERVICING, TYRES, RECOVERY

Very Competitive Rates . Quality Service

].0 % Off for new customers

with the voucher code DHTVO1

The Old Quarry, Great Elm,
I3 tike us on Facebook Frome, BA11 3NN Tel. 01373 453050

Sharon’s Foot Clinic

S\,

5.A.C Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP
Fully Insured and Highly Trained

For The Professional Treatment Of:
Corns ¢ Callus » Cracked Heels » Athletes Foot
Fungul Infections  Thickened Nuils » In growing Nails

Diabetic Foot Carc » Verrucas  Nail Cutling ¢ Nail Reconstruction

Contact Sharon on 01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic Appointments at 12 Sunny 1[ill Nunney BA11 4ND

Home Visits also Available,
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Scottia

Construction

t: 01761 229101

Website: www.scottconstruction.co.uk Mew Builds and  Extensions,  Renovationsand  Ropairs and

Email: n.scott@scottconstruction.co.uk Conversions Kitchens and Restoration Maintenance
[

WHEN YOU BUY L 1R
FRO . SN {
. E

CARPETS, LVT, VINYL &
WOOD FLOORING
BEDS, MATTRESSES &
ACCESSORIES

www.radstockcarpetandbeds.co.uk
01761 432808
EXPERT ADVICE & FITTING
B -, FREE PARKING ON SITE
THE OLD CINEMA - COOMBEND - RADSTOCK - NR. BATH - BA3 3AW
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YOUR LOCAL OFFICE:

COOPER
FROME: 01373 455060 AND
STANDERWICK: 01373 831010 TANNER

SALE ROOMS: 01373 852419




