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FROM THE EDITOR

VERY MANY THANKS, first of all to Robin Isherwood for his contributions
over the past several months. As you will see later that this issue is the last
one in which his column will appear. I am, no we are, very grateful to him
and we hope that it won’t be long before the Mells benefice has a new
incumbent. However, as Longfellow might have written, the mills of the
Church of England grind slowly so maybe we will have a new rectory
resident by Christmas — though not necessarily this Christmas.

Also, many thanks to Phil Taylor for the picture on the front cover of this
issue. I knew he was an accomplished photographer when I asked him if he
could let me have a photo to use but had no idea he was also a talented
artist. Nice one, Phil! Many thanks! Peter

FROM THE RECTORY, WELL ALMOST!

TWO PEOPLE, WALKING HOME to their village, are joined by a stranger.
The crew of a fishing boat look toward the shore, where someone’s lit a
barbecue. A woman in a cemetery talks to a man she takes to be the
gardener.

In the Bible’s stories of the risen Jesus, his friends don’t recognise him. At
least to start with, he’s someone they don’t know. He’s changed. And his
friends only get to know him when they change too.

The ‘miracle’ here is that trick of time, familiar in countless households, of
the children leaving as girls and boys and coming back as women and men.
A couple of weeks ago my wife and I were in Corsham. A woeful cry
scoured the High Street. No, not my anguish on finding the deli had sold
out of pasties, but a peacock strutting and fretting his hour upon the stage
of Corsham Court boundary wall. This gorgeous creature, shimmering

emerald in the brief sun, some five kilos of dandified poultry, first
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CONTACTS
Mells Group of churches is currently in a vacancy. For any enquiries
please contact the church warden in your parish. For weddings
contact the benefice administrator, Mrs Catherine Brown, email
catmellsgroup@gmail.com. She works on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons.

Church laymen and women Parish council
Church wardens chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham Jenny Waller,|  John Reckless 01373 461841
07887 556936 Diane Sleigh 07907 156735

parishclerk@bucklanddinham.org

Chantry Hazel Tovey 836384

David Rawlins 836252
Great Elm Sally Rosa 07833
900947
Mells/ Vobster Mrs Diana John Earl 01373 812450
Sylvester 812386 Joy Book 07704 584953

Whatley MrsKGay 836175 Andrew Bramston 01373 836513
Rachel Nash
clerk.whatleyparishcouncil
@gmail.com

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am  Frome: Saturdays 5.30pm.
Wednesdays 11.30am Sundays 10.00am

Somerset Councillor: Philip Ham 01373 812152
Others to be confirmed
Chantry and Whatley Francis Hayden 07970 839532

Police: PCSO Louise Perry, 07874 893777
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presented to the world (perhaps as long as 50 years ago) as an off-white egg,
dull as a pebble.

The world is full of change — as often from the grand to the grey as from the
grey to the grand. The towering beech tree, host of an entire ecology: ashes in
my grate; the delicate sculpted pinnacles on our exquisite church tower slowly
crumbling to dust.

We can’t really grasp Easter until we stop holding ourselves apart from what
we call Nature, observing it, manipulating it. Easter dawns when we stop
regarding Nature as something we record, something we use, and begin to
understand that it’s what we are.

We all change. That’s what life is. Few of those of us who are into the old
gittage of our seventh decade are recognisable from our childhood
photographs. Our church, too, may one day be as unrecognisable as the
stranger on a country road. For those who later broke bread with Jesus, that’s
not where the story ended, but where it began.

I'm signing off now. I promised two years to Mells during its interregnum — a
time hopefully more of ministry than of meddling. It's been a privilege to
work alongside the tiny Parochial Church Council whose dedication to the
church is remarkable. I hope that between you, the inhabitants of the village

will find more and more ways to keep St

Andrew’ open and alive. My thanks to Peter for
the hospitality of these pages. ﬂﬁg b h'l 6’%}\
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JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY

CHURCHYARD

WELL, SPRING IS “BUSTING OUR ALL OVER” as the old song goes (that
dates me, doesn’t it?) in spite of the dreary wet weather we are still having
up to the time of writing in mid-April. With all the ground saturation and
flooding and gales, not only in our area but everywhere, there can be few
who doubt the effects of climate change and global warning. We shall just
have to accept it and work round it as best we can — perhaps digging
drainage ponds (good to attract wildlife) and collecting rainwater in barrels
against the inevitable droughts which our hotter summers will bring.

I read recently an article which encouraged us all to befriend our garden
visitors — even those we regarded as pests (I don’t mean any neighbours
who borrow tools and forget to return them). We all know that wasps do as
much pollinating as bees, that worm casts on the grass mean the lawn is
being well aerated and that snails are wonderful thrush food but slugs! If I
tell you a secret, please promise not to pass it on lest I be regarded as cruel
and heartless. | HATE slugs!! Last month I mentioned that only my white
and pink hyacinths had been slug eaten. The very next morning after
writing that I discovered rows of stalks where my blue hyacinths had

The Gentleman Painter & Co

Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting
out Radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant
tea drinking and associated annoyances

We are a team of five, myself and four women. Interior
and exterior decorating work done as well as plastering,
guttering and carpentry

Project Management and Coordination -
excellent local references

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
Call Marc on 01373 813861 or 07899 900077
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bloomed. This is hurtful, not only because the poor bulbs had put a whole
year’s effort into their beautiful annual display but also they were special to
me because dear friends have for some years given me a bowl of blue
hyacinths at Christmas and, later, planted out have become an increasing
garden display each spring. And now, all at once, totally gobbled up. Just
wait till next spring, I might just surprise my friends the slugs!!

I was complaining last month about the fewer varieties of small garden birds
coming to my feeders. Meeting local friends after a group service recently
several said they had noticed the same thing — scarcely any greenfinches or
chaffinches, and thrushes we rare too. I haven’t seen my regular woodpecker
for a few weeks, but the nuthatch is so bold and fearless he practically
demands that I replenish the nut feeder when it is low. He sits on the table
beside it and stares at me till I go out and refill the hanging container. But
otherwise I can only be sure of robin, blue tits and blackbirds coming
regularly to feed. And usually each flies off in the direction of a particular
area of tree or shrub where I am sure they are nesting — some already with
hungry beaks to feed by now.

o
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Church services in May

S May P May 12 May 1 May D iy 4 Juna
ety LA ]
Charry Tsklar Tam: Hoy Tlam Merang 1lam: Haty Tusiiar
L eaninn v § Pravar CamTario . i
fmzanmon | L Frays SETL PR Serae:
Dty Zearvian Haly Gammunon
Iea-tin
RO
Giiwal Elrn R RETT] G 3am Hay 9 3740
Commrior S
Gy ‘izl Service
Hrrwn: Foalh . :
. Tl King
Hay leleraueed
Conmmirier
Iartin
Wil
Mell= DA |y 9.3
s ! -
f A MG Wamirs Srayer
Jarect Sodoveal
Whalay adlam

Hazal Toway H

Tavil SalilMle

CdlIl CIecCRK e scrieauie on uie vels oroup weopsie,
www.mellsgroup.church/whatson.



Hardington Vale Church Services — MAY 2024

ATE TIME SERVICE LEADER

Wadnesday 1 May g30am  Hemington, Maraing Prayer
L0 pr Rode Chapel, Ecuncnica Informe | Prawrr

Thursday 2 nMay 0 Mortan St Fhilip, silont Fraye:

supday 5 hay 0 A Martan 5t Phillp, ‘nfarma’ 3rzakfast B Day
10.3%am  Rode, Holy Communian CWalkerdM Hirrisan
L1 am  Lawertan, Hzy Comanlon 5 Ewatt
LG e Rodr thapel; retieg Blans

Tucsday 7 May 245 am Rode Chapel, Ecamen <zl Hely Commiian
500 Lawertan, Evenirg Frayve-

Wednesday B May B30 Hernington, Maring Prayer
Ll pm Rode Chapel, Fourienica Infarma | Bragrr

Thursday 3 hay woarm martan 5t Phillp, Hoby Czrmiinn

Ascension Day EO0 prr Morton 5t Philip, Silznt Praye:

Sunday 12 May Eo0anm Tellisford, flatine
H40am Rode, Informal Fres ofzst B Day
10.3%am  Morton St Philip, Holy Cormuian C'Walkerd'F Dornect
1107 am  Lawertan, Matine
110 am  Buckland Dinkarm, lona Seawice

Monday 12 Way .00 am Mortan St Philip, Foarnirg Frayer

Tucsday 14 May il pr Tellisfard, Feernirg Fragr-

Waednesday 15 May B30 am Hetnington, Moring Prayer
Ll pr Rode Chapel, Fourienica Informa| Frayrr

Thursday 16 BMay kI martan St Philip, silont Frager

Sunday 19 May R TH] Farleigh Hungerford, Ko ning YWorship T 'Walker
TilAlam  Rode, Holy Communion 1iwalkrr
1032 am Morton 5t Philip, efonme ) Warship P SLawwant /7 SLewearl
L1.0%am  Lawertan, iating
11.0%am  Buckland Dinham, Haly Communan O Gaslidfa

Monday 20 Wiay .00 am Morton St Philip, Mornirg Frayer

Tuesday 21 May ERHIE Lawartan, Fvaning IFeages

Wednesday 22 lay 230am Hernington, Moring Frayer
il pm Rode Chapel, Feurmenica Infarmz| Praygrr

Thursday 23 May G0 pr Mortan St Philip, ilznt Fraye:

suniay 26 May E40am Tellisford, Hok Cormmanlon 1 Perrett
10.32:3m  Rode, Informsl Wesship B Dy
103 am  Morton 5t Philp, Hoby C2rmualon 1 Perrett
11.0%am  Lawertan, Matins
ES0 por Buckland Dinbam, Dwen e Service

Tuesday 23 May 5.00 gy Lawerton. Evanirg Fraves

Wl:r..h'.u:sl.:h'r 29 Pulay B30 am Hurr;.'lrg:tnn,. .Pv:iur '|i|.|'.: Prayer
Sa0pm Rode Chapel, Ecamen <2l Intorme | Praver

Thursday 30 May B0 Morkon 5t Phillp, Slent Prayes

wwiv. hardingtormabe.org.uk




Recently scanning my bookshelves for something to re-read I came across a
book by Monica Edwards who lived close to us in the wilds of the unspoilt
Surrey hills in the 1950s. She wrote many children’s adventure books,
based on the exploits of her three children in the wild surroundings of their
old farmhouse. She also wrote about their family life and problems
restoring between them the almost derelict 16th century farmhouse. She
describes the countryside as I remember it still when we left there in early
1970s — scything by hand their fields, all flower meadows “putting to the
sword flower, grass and weed alike, moon daisies, small scabious, yellow
hawk bit and rusty sorrel, all giving up their essential goodness to the
haying.” And, later, “there are few things more enchanting on a fine spring
evening than to sit under a mist of new leaves, listen to the sundown
concert of the bird, in which the nightingales so exquisitely played solo.”
And, later in the dark, “tawny owls in the dark ravine make their loud
reiterated statement above the perpetual snoring of the nightjars.” I
wonder if any of this is still found there today, in spite of the region being
listed as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. I believe these AONB
areas are re-classified as something about countryside which probably
means they have less ecological legal protection.

Apologies! Not one mention of the churchyard. All is awakening there —
the grass is covered with a carpet of golden celandine and white daises,
sprinkled with patches of blue speedwell and violets and a drift of delicate
windflower beneath the old conker tree. Oh! And a local fungi enthusiast
found what he named as a St George’s mushroom growing under the cedar
tree which he cooked and ate (the mushroom not the cedar tree).

See you in June. Rejoice in Ascension Day, May 9th. Hazell

MENDIP COUNTRY PRACTICE NEWS

Appointments — a note to our patients, please contact us if you are unable
to attend your appointment at the surgery. Last month we had approx. 25
hours, which equates to two days’” worth of GP, Nurse and HCA
appointments that were not attended by patients who did not inform us. If
you let us know we could offer the appointment time to someone else.
Help with Hearing Aids — The volunteer-run hearing aid repair clinic is
available at Shepton Mallet Community Hospital. The free clinic is for
patients of RUH’s audiology services and can help with replacement
tubing, cleaning as well as advice on how best to look after your aids. To
pre book an appointment call 01749 342931.
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Health Connectors — can help with many different support groups. If
you would like to speak with them please contact 01373 468368

REFUSE AND RECYCLING COLLECTION DATES

There will be some changes in June to dates for refuse and recycling
collections. As we went to press, we didn’t have details but we
understand everyone affected will be getting a letter from Somerset
Council setting out the changes. Keep an eye open!

BUCKLAND DINHAM

CHURCH NEWS

The Easter Services on Sunday March 31st were well attended and
enjoyed by the intrepid few who braved the cold for the Sun Rise Service
and the rest of us who came to the 11.00 Service in St. Michael’s.

The services in St. Michael’s for May as listed in the rota.

The Communion Service on May 19th at 11.00 will be taken by Rev.
David Gatliff, all welcome.

COFFEE MORNING The April coffee morning held was most
successful, not only did we have a lovely crowd of villagers but a visiting
team of bell ringers from Ireland entertained us, stayed to have coffee
and cakes and were very appreciative of the warm welcome.

So if you have not yet come to one of our coffee mornings, the next one
will be on May 18th, 10.00 — 12.00.

Do come and join us, we range in ages from two to 92 so everyone is
welcome. The charge is £5.00 for coffee or tea and a large slice from a
great variety of homemade cakes.

VILLAGE NEWS The next meeting of the Buckland Ladies will be on
Tuesday May 7th in the Village Hall from 7.15 p.m. No official speaker
this month, just a lot of chatter, hopefully fun and laughter, so please join
us to take this new venture forward.

PLANT AND CAKE SALE on Saturday May 11th in the Village Hall
from 10.00 to 12.00. Please bring items for sale to the Hall on FRIDAY
10th May 7.00 to 8.00 p.m.



CRAFT DAY Saturday May 25th from 10.00 to 2.00 in the Village Hall.
This will be the last one until September so please come with your own
craft and lunch or just pop in for a chat and coffee or tea. All welcome.

Buckland Dinham

Annual Village Gathering An evening with Gregors Stesvard
Monday 20th May, 7-9pm Favourite songs
s, AR Holgp from the classics

and musicals
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CHURCH NEWS

The Good Friday Service of Stations of the Cross was devised and led
by Martin Weymont. At each station a prayer was read and a hymn
sung during a very solemn and thought provoking service. Many

thanks to Martin and all those who joined us.

The Easter Sunday service led by David Clarke was completely the
opposite and was a very joyful occasion with hymns and readings
celebrating Christ rising from the dead. The church looked beautiful
with lots of flower arrangements and the decorated Easter cross. Many
thanks to all those who worked hard to make the church look so good.
The AGM of Chantry Church was held on Thursday April 18th, the
officers voted in were as follows:

Churchwardens - Mr D Rawlins and Mrs H Tovey, Secretary Mrs V
Rawlins, Treasurer Mr D Rawlins with the PCC elected en bloc.
Hopefully we will be able to have the heating and electrical work
completed this year. Thanks were recorded to Andrew and Jan Branston
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and their band of helpers for all their help and work for the church and

village.

Maintenance
Date Cleaning Flowers
04-05-24 Dolly & Val Laureen
11-05-24 Sue Val
18-05-24 Sonia Val
25-05-24 Sue Hazel

Friends of Chantry has been formed as a community association with

the aim to protect the grade-1 listed Holy Trinity Church to secure the
funding to make necessary repairs and adaptations, for it to be become a
community space for the village as well as a church. A village meeting was
held in the church on March 26th, a good turnout saw the village

support the plans and a discussion ensued on how we could use Holy
Trinity as a community space. The first priority is to address the heating,
lighting and leaking roof and make the building comfortable and attractive

(candlelight

A family run and owned company offering domiciliary and live-in care to keap
you safe and independentwithin your own home, as and when you need it.

01225 776000

Covering Dorset, Somerset, Wiltshire and East Susse.

3 Mianor Farm Offices | Carsley Wiltshire | BAT2 70E




for use. The first activity planned is an introduction to the late famous
resident and author Anthony Powell and his series of books - Dance to
the Music of Time.

Everyone is invited to Holy Trinity Chantry on May 7th and 14th to
watch the four part Channel 4 TV adaptation. Highly acclaimed and with
an all star cast, it’s a great introduction to "Dance”. Come and share a
glass of wine with neighbours and to learn more about this important
literary masterpiece and its connection to Chantry.

Entry free, donations gratefully received.

The friends of Chantry recently held a sweepstake on the results of the Six
Nations Rugby with Alan Butler a friend of one of the villagers.

The Whatley/Chantry book club was founded twenty-three years ago by
Sam Clarke. It continues to flourish amongst us, which would have
delighted the wonderful Sam, whose obituary can be seen in the Whatley
section of this magazine.

GREAT ELM

GREAT ELM CHURCH NEWS
Following the Easter Sunday service there was a great turn out for the
Egg Rolling down the hill on Elm Lane and for the eggs rolled and broken

Emma Hancock

Colour expert specialising in lived-in balayage
and blondes. Mobile and in-salon sevices

available

07429 046829

The Loft, 1 Vicarage Street | Frome

emmalivedinbalayage@gmail.com
emmalivedinbalayage.com

Facebook & Insta - @emmalivedinbalayage
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there was a happy swap for chocolate ones kindly donated by Sarah
Bradshaw.

On April 9th part of the church wall collapsed because of the high
winds which will need completely rebuilding.

On May 5th St Mary Magdalene will be hosting the Benefice group ser-
vice at 10.00am, and on May 13th, at 7.00pm in the Village Hall will be
the Annual Parish Church Council Meeting which is open to all. Any-
one who would like to join the PCC would be most welcome.

Property and Building Maintenance

M.A.Stock

07801 355384 01373 672090
malcstock@yahoo.co.uk

LASTING POWER OF ATTORMEY

Painting Interior and Exterior [LPAS)

Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone

work including Building and Repairing Far Informatian, preparstion il

Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard required) & registration on LPA's
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting Contact: Tim Seviour tfa LPAsS Direct
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little

jobs you need doing Tel: 01761 232097

Mabile: D748 434153

Free quotations
R F-Mail: tim.seviourl 238 gmail. oom

£1million cover of Public Liability Insurance

LOCAL BED AND

Do you need a
BREAKFAST

THE OLD SUN B&B
WHATLEY, BA11 3LA

CHRIS 07974 695166

PAUL ANTELL

PLUMBING

Pest (1 \'

Sclutions' = 07890 366832
. S 01373 467427

Solving all domestic and commercial
pest issues Professional, Reliable, Friendly & Local
Call or message us for afree quotel paulanteliplumbing @talktalk.net

07917 638450 www. paulanteliplumbing.co.uk
K Fine uson Facebook SiPesttel utionsSouthiiest
Expart pest soluticns for aver tan vears
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If you would like more information please contact the churchwarden, Sally
Rosa

Elm Church yard clean-up was on Saturday April 13th. A good turnout of 13
folk, armed with strimmers, trowels and clippers did an excellent job finishing
off with the usual coffee, cake and chat.

MELLS WITH VOBSTER

Our lovely church is kept clean and welcoming by those on our cleaning and
flower rotas. However, there are some months when there is no-one to cover
these tasks. Could you help? No particular skill necessary! If you would like to
join the team, please do get in touch. You would be truly appreciated! Diana
(812 386 or email dgpsilvester@hotmail.com)

WEDDINGS:

Holly and Joseph

Holly and Joseph were married at St. Andrew’s on March 9th and were sup-
ported by their many friends and relatives. The service was taken by Rev. Robin
Isherwood. The hymns the couple chose were: Be Thou My Vision, In Christ
Alone My Hope is Found, and My Lighthouse. The readings were from St.
Paul’s letter to the Colossians, chapter 3, verses 12 — 17, and the First letter of St.
John, chapter 4, verses 7 — 16. Jerry Francis gave the Message and Rev. Robin
Isherwood gave the Blessing.

JKHAMBLIN

Glazing Solutions - Window Care - Handyman Services

Al slyles OF Glaging » Mirrors @ Boarding-Up Sorvice
PYEWindows & Doors © PV Fascias, Gutters & Soffits windows,
Consorvalory & Guttering Cloaning » Pr e Washing COleaning Service

Fencing & Sheds » Lawn Maintenance

f 07877 838912 f{
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We wish Holly and Joseph a long and happy marriage and hope they may join
us at services from time to time when they can.

Deborah and Damian

The Rev. Anthony Davies officiated at the wedding of Deborah and Damian at
St. Andrew’s on March 28th. Their family and friends gathered to witness and
celebrate this special occasion. Deborah entered the church to “Hallelujah”
sung by Teresa Isaacson, Rev. Davies welcomed everyone and the congrega-
tion sang Love Divine, All Loves Excelling. The reading from 1 Corinthians
chapter 13 followed the Declarations, and then the Marriage Ceremony and
the signing of the register added to the solemnity of this lovely service. The
final hymn “Be Thou My Vision, O lord of My Heart” was followed by he
Blessing, and the couple left the church to the rousing Wedding March by
Mendelssohn, played by Kerry Bishop with Jason Sellars on the trumpet.

We wish Deborah and Damian a long and happy marriage, hoping they will
return to services when they are able to.

Bryon and Audrey Axford

A service commemorating the lives of Bryon and Audrey was held at St. An-
drew’s on Friday 22nd March. Bryon was born in Mells, lived a full life in
Mells and died in Mells. His working life was with telephones — the post office
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—and he seemed to know all the telephone numbers of village friends
and neighbours, frequently addressing them by the last three digits of
their phone number. A sort of trademark greeting! He, of course, was
Mr. 325!

Apart from work, he served the church, as a server, and a hard-working
member of the PCC. He and Mrs. Joyce Barber were founders of Mells
Daffodil Festival. Bryon was a member of the Parish Council and with
his knowledge of the village and being a man of calibre, was elected
Chairman. A member of the Royal British Legion he carried the RBL
flag at Mells Remembrance Sunday services. Following the housing of
evacuees in the village during the Second World War, he maintained
contacts with them through the years and was involved in the reunions
which occurred. Bryon had a store of memories of the village as it was
and as it evolved, throughout his life, and he shared these willingly.
Through all his busy life he was loved and supported by Audrey whom
he met through his post office work and subsequently married. Audrey
also served the church, embroidering several of the lovely kneelers in
the pews and caring for the church linen. She was well-known for her
common-sense, her warm sense of humour, genuine and caring interest
in everyone, and her cooking! Granddaughter Gemma continues, with
her memories of “Nan” and “Pop”.

Coffee with an

% Architect?

Thinking about a project?
MARTIN HALE
An Architect with over 20 years’

CARPENTER AND JOINER experience and a genuine love of

PROFESSIONAL hIStLT;IEJhL:-:ldeS aricd EfoEE;i I
CARPENTRY SERVICES A e i
discuss yvour plans and ideas, Fora
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR WORK free initial chat please contact:
RENOVATION AND

Anna Hammaond

BA DipArch MSc ARB

2 annahammond®@ymail.com
martin.hale27é@gmail.com me 0772 941 13680 ?.H

[ 01373 834439 -ij;_’g

MAINTENANCE
01225 762496 07768838757
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Preparing her eulogy, Gemma soon noticed there was a recurrent theme — of
food! She writes, “A family joke was and is, that a happy Axford is one who
is eating! As children Justin and I were always excited on hearing the words
“C’'mon, we're going to Mells”, especially if it was for a sleepover. One of the
reasons for this was the thought of eating one of the most exquisite meals
that taste buds could imagine: Nan’s Sunday Roast! Homemade Yorkshire
puddings, roast potatoes, sausage meat, stuffing, vegetables fresh from the
garden, lashings of gravy over perfectly sliced meat. They always seemed to
time desert with the arrival of Paniccia’s ice cream van outside the cottage!
After lunch Justin and I played or joined the adults listening to the sports
commentaries on the TV. It would soon be time for tea — sandwiches, home-
made cake, followed by the Antiques Roadshow, Lovejoy, Last of the Sum-
mer Wine, then home and bed.

We were spoilt by Nan and Pop: besides the Sunday dinners, there was a
continuous supply of Milky Ways in the fridge, homemade cakes and bis-
cuits, the freedom of the orchard, playing on the ride-on mower with Pop or
Dad. My list could go on but mainly we were blessed by their love and
warmth. They were two souls that oozed love and authenticity. They cared
about their community and were passionate about their passions. People
were among these passions, for them both. I have them to thank for many
things, and I aspire to be like them in many ways. Having the opportunity to
write this has again reminded me of how precious time is and the impor-

GREAT ELM VILLAGE HALL

Seating for 60 people
Fully equipped kitchen
Parking on the green
From £5 per hour
(heating extra)

Enquiries to Jim Duffus - Tel: 07794496727
email: jimduffus@hotmail co.uk
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tance of spending time with those you love, doing the things you love, as
these moments are what create our everlasting memories.”

MELLS PARISH COUNCIL (mellsparishcouncil.org.uk)
Notes of the meeting on April 9th 2024

SOMERSET COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Purple chair scheme: Purple chairs are being installed in Somerset’s libraries
to provide a safe space for women and girls to get information about health
and wellbeing, as well as support and resources available to them including
antenatal and postnatal care, breast cancer support, domestic abuse support,
cervical screening, anti-social behaviour and harassment.

Budget: This has now been approved and Somerset Council will use up most
of their reserves to achieve it. They have also applied for a Capitalisation
Grant of £35 million which will cost them an additional £11 million in interest
over 20 years.

Hardship fund: The deadline for receipt of applications has been moved back
to September. Grants of £1,000 are available.

Pot holes: Pot holes should be reported to Somerset Highways as they will
not pay out on a claim against them unless they are aware of the pothole in
question.

Buckland
Dinham
Village Hall
& Millennium

Gardens

A huge hall seating 80 people
with stage and fully equipped

kilchen. Large enclosed P o
gardens with fine views.

e R iy
Two cosy upslairs meatings £9.50 per I our FREEWIiFi

rmoms each availabie at

E5.00 an hour.

BOOKINGS SUSIE HICKS
hicks3920@gmail.com 01373 485099
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LOUISTE BTRO

Gountry Handyman

MO PRACTISIMG AT THE BARMS. MELLS

o sl vomr pemeral
Ay { . -
FRIEMDLY, PROFESSIOMAL CHIRDPAACTOR WITH PrOpersy .U.Efz_m.tc _me":
OWER 1T TEARS EXFERIENCE & gardening fnhs
HANDS FH TREATWEMT SUITABLE FOR ALL

BACK/MECH PAIM- PREGHNANLCY - SPORTS
IMIVRIES~ POOR FOSTUARE...

Call
FREE SFIMAL THECHE

CALL: OFB16 526077 Hadyn WESt
LOUIS EBIROEGMAILCOM
=00 REGISTERED, BUPA APPROVED ;
wwwestoountrehandyman. co.uk
L5 OFF INITIAL ASSESSMENT hadynwest@me.com
07854 536577

GILSTONE CORBETT
SOMERSET

ACCOUNTANCY
WA EAR WAX
N

fessional aceoun
CLINIC B
services for businesses in
Somerset and the West
2 Ear wax removal by irrigation
i+ Ear check prior to Audiology Sara Corbett
#:Fully traitvad and exparisniced Gilstone Cottage, 3 Bethel Place,
’ Buckland Dinhs
Sister Teresa Munro RGN SRR ; Lm
heality Care Commission Registond FI!'I.!'I'I'LL‘ ﬂ!” l "QI
(7R85 T2407h
07962 106 045 {new phone number)
teresamunra@hotmail.co.uk sara@gilstonecorbett.co.uk
Frome Medical Centre, Lros Way,

Frame BA1l2FH

Contact us now!
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& MeLLs Frre CoNcERT
5’1' ;!LN Dlii_l‘lﬁ;-'&ir{jllLllif_'ll

AN EAING OF SO AN R EHEITRAT IR

iy

MAiviain e
WML ZIMMERMANN TR T R
Shiatsu Therapisi g i L s |
i = ¥ _- ". i i T Feq 'I'I :‘.‘ l' '-
Shiatsu is a physical therapy and a form o FEATURING el
of massage. It encourages a deep sense il i
of relaxation and well-being. . ", | NEDGANT Gy . 4
Shiatsu can support a wide range of i W SINNCRER o : o
physical and emotional conditions. ; B MARK I.F.‘LWE HEAVENGR ME.
s MASA T
07446100413 bl TANE TAYLOR
ymizim@gmail.com CHARE MR l_
ymi-Zimmermann.square.site LLEY 1’_-”_4““-“‘
Somerleaze Farm, Murtry BA11 3NR MBI I | gy | PR AR Y
huttonbrown
painting & decorating [ Th w th f )
established family company e ea e rprﬂﬂ
Window Company
OUR SERVICES: o Raniovaticn
Period and heritage * Replacement
Dustless sanding ® Draught-proofing
Spray / brush finish * Small Repairs

Wallpaper hanging

[ ]
UPVC windows Replacement cords, pulleys,

handles, weights, glazing

All types of sash & wooden windows
Suitable for Listed Bulldings

WHY CHOOSE US:

50 years of experience
Unrivalled quality
Highest level of finishing
A* communication

Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR.
Tel: 01373 474637 Mobile: 07929
938419 (lan Gallagher)

Call John: 07711 657170 or visit www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk
huttonbrowndecorating.com

.
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Monitoring systems: Blood pressure and infrared monitors (to assess heat
loss from your property) are available free of charge from Frome library
for three days.

MATTERS ARISING

Barn lease: The Management Committee are going to continue with a
‘Rollover’ lease which allows them to continue as they are until a
mutually agreeable longer lease with the Diocese can be put in place.
Silt under Vobster bridge: ClIr Seviour has been in contact with the
Somerset Rivers Authority.

Queens Canopy - tree planting: Cllr Asquith will look into having the
trees planted at Longfield. The Boys and Girls crossing site is deemed not
suitable at present due to vehicles cutting the corner causing previously
planted trees at this site to be damaged.

Crates by defibrillator — Post Office: These are still frequently blocking
easy access to the defibrillator. Alternative placement of the crates, defib
or bin to allow better access will be looked into.

HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH ISSUES:

Condition of grass triangle — Bottom Lane and area in front of
Vobster Inn: The area will be flattened and seeded once the weather
improves.

HGVs — Top Road: ‘No HGVs' signs will be installed some time this
financial year.

Park Corner: Clerk to inform Highways of another accident on this
junction and request the installation of a ‘STOP”’ sign or change in road
priority.

SIS ERY

OlrFFEsl U=9 0 == m=F | f=l= A ==

wriiriir. mrborcadabra. co. ke




MELLS FETE
6TH MAY 2024

12-5pm

A celebration of the
history of Mells village

ENTRANCE £3
(UNDER 5'S FREE)

FREE CAR PARK' o

www.mellsfete.com \L_f o
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ITEMS TO REPORT, ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Cycle path: This is currently covered in mud due to the bad weather and
will be assessed by the Estate.

Trees overhanging telephone lines — Little Green: Ownership of the land
the trees are on to be established. If common land, BT/Openreach will be
contacted.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AND
ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Tuesday May 14th 2024 at
7.00pm in the Barn (ALL VERY WELCOME TO ATTEND) followed by the
monthly meeting.

Joy Book, Clerk to Mells Parish Council

PCSO VISITS TO MELLS CAFE
May 22nd, June 26th, 10.00 am - 11.30 am

WHATLEY

NEWS FROM ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH.

We thank John Scott who has decided to retire after dutifully cutting the
churchyard grass for fourteen years. Claire and Ian have kindly agreed to
take his place, so our churchyard will continue to look as well cared for as it
has been for since 2010.

SAM CLARKE. OBITUARY

The news that dear Sam Clark, who lived in Whatley Courtyard for fifteen
years, has passed away at home in Falmouth has cast a dark shadow over
many local folk, who will never forget such a wonderful friend and
neighbour. Sam, with her family, Paul, their children Amber, Ben and Joe,
was at the heart of everything that was good about Whatley in those days.
Her shining personality and winning smile lit up things and people around
her. She was always involved in village activities, founding the
Whatley/Chantry book club, creating the Parish Field, nights at the Sun Inn,
school events — and how she loved a good party....

Most of all she was the truest of friends, the most fun, kindest and most
compassionate of people and the very best of neighbours. The loss of this
young life is devastating to all of us who knew and loved her. We all
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admired her as she battled so bravely with her illness. We all harboured the
hope that she would be the one, if anyone could, to beat all the odds.

We are now left with our personal memories of wonderful Sam and our
thoughts turn to Paul, Amber, Ben and Joe, her family, of whom she was so
proud. Gerry Copsey

WHATLEY COMMUNITY TRUST

The trustees of the Whatley Common Good Trust met on April 3rd. They
agreed to grant £5000 towards the installation of new heating and lighting
in Chantry Church to support the development of its community use. The
same sum was recently given to Whatley Church towards its community
use, in that case for water supply to the kitchen. The trustees also granted
£425 for equipment for Mells Scout Group, which is open to residents of the
parish. There is currently around £32,000 in the Trust funds, which are in-
tended for the benefit of projects in the parish. Details of how to bid as well
as other information on the Trust are available on the parish website. The
trustees meet quarterly to consider bids, the next meeting is on July 3rd.

..\Sunlight window cleaning ... o JUST GRENADA _
COLLECTIQON

OUR HOLIDAY
DESTIMNATIONS

GREMNADA = ANTIGUA
TOBAGO » BEQUIA
SAINT LUCIA - BARBEADOS
ST KITTS & MNEVIS
SLOVENIA

EALL @R EXEERT TEAM
HAS E BT MM EEES

01373 814214

wanw justgrenadacollection.co.uk
|ustgrenadacollection@caribtours couk




TO LET - THIS SPACE!
YOU COULD BE USING IT TO PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT PETER CORBETT
mellsmag@hotmail.com

el @ | MELLS AUTO

CHIMNEY

SWEEP
HETAS Registered

Wood/fuel stoves
Open fires
Sweeping & servicing

Text or call lan on

07976 880267

Keep warm - stay safa!

REPAIRS

Diagnostics,
Engine Repair,
Clutches, Cambelts,
Servicing, Air Con,
Auto Electrical

mellsautorepairs
@yahoo.com
07716460079

Unit |16, Mells Pit Works,
Frome BAI | 3RH

Peter Hardwick

DECORATORS AND PROPERTY AMAIMNTERAMCE SPECLALISTS

Renroe Coltoge, Lower Streat,
Bucklarnd Dinham.
Eomersat. BATT1 203

Telephone: 01373 453066
robile: OF956 BF08A4F
Ermail: @t 1 000Eaol.com
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MARK YWHITE

Furnitura A Cabifasat Makare

Furmiture & cabinct making. wrmr e

Custom-made kitchen=s 3 E

Dresign & installation i
073830235660

markwhitefurm lureg@gmail.com

W W T s it e forn Bur sc s inet oo e e corm

" I e &
e community agents
b part of CCS

Community Councll for Somerscet (CCS). WVinoy Coudt, Winey Strect, Taunton, Ta 3FE

OUR LOCAL VILLAGE AGENT IS NIC EDWARDS,
07946 461468, NICOLAE@SOMERSETRCC.ORG.UK

Jon Goode

Reliable and professional handyman,
for general household maintenance

& garden services. ME"E NI.II'SEI'y
Mezlls Groen, Mol s BAT1 30F

01373 813978
www.mellsnursery.co.uk

Based in Buckland Dinham.

We e e steresd Ghiorfly npcmtng as aceoonkang

GODDE LI, €117 || ||||||Iy'||| ''''' ihia Tar cliron ||_|| i
I ||||I|I sl s
AND AT
Mwrardaa
HAN DY QUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS
Your local handymas Your local bandyman by Ofsted in March 2020.
"Ll ar tanee a5 tacy stoend this
Mohile: 07894 209201 worderL y charming nursarg.”
Email: jon @ goodeandhandy.co.uk

£ vEtat cleeelop ins el pasitles Sard
Web: www.goodeandhandy.co.uk Mg relarlanahip it alle nr
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our local
ommunity KAPOW PEST CONTROL
adio
tation -Rats, Mice
eeds your . - Fleas, Bed Bugs, Cockroaches
vg,to sell ! FRGME FM - Traditional Mole trapping
D’s S - Bee swarms removed
a ga:zin es - Domestic and commercial
ooks etc., - Contracts available
e can pick up. A lpcal pest controller with
- over 10 years experience.
Anything we don’t sell, Call Chris Raithhby:
we will donate to the 01373813721/ 07976735086
local charity shops. email; chrisraith@hotmailcont
Thank you!
jerwestcott@aol.com or Fully qualified and insured
07703 780701 .

F ! Forrester Sylvester

SQLICITERS

Expert legal advice from our central Frome office

IANE HEALEY

Your local Wills, Trusts
& Probate expert

JOAMNME AYRTOM

Your local Residential
Froperty expert

wwwy fsmsolicitors.co.uk  enguines@fsmsolicitors.co.uk
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DEFIBRILLATORS IN BUCKLAND DINHAM. MELLS
AND VOBSTER

In the event of an emergency, please phone 999 and they will
direct you to the nearest cabinet and give you the door code.
All the defibrillators are in locked cabinets to ensure that they
are there for when you need them.

LOCATIONS:

e Buckland Dinham Village Hall

e Mells Recreation Ground, near Longfield, Mells BA11 3PZ
e Post office, Woodlands End, Mells BA11 3PF

e Telephone Box, Mells Green

e Vobster Inn, Lower Vobster, Radstock BA3 5RJ

HOW TO USE A DEFIBRILLATOR

A demonstration video is available on the front page of the Mells
Parish Council website mellsparishcouncil.org.uk/.

Please take the time to watch it, as it could help you save
someone’s life!

Hancocks Plumbing & Heating LTD

gt Quotiy Phanting & ieatng N I

: HEGS(;LUDEE RCHFS ' IFI'rl.:;ITIE;!-‘S.S':.IlZIII'H:][ Service
Tel: 01373 474337

Mobile: 07850 852544
#ww.hancocksplumbingandheating.co.uk
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR SAND STONE AND
MIXED AGGREGATE
OR
ORNAMENTAL SHINGLE
IS OUR FORTE

LARGE OR SMALL
LOADS
Please ring Carol on
01373 471505 for a price

INSURANCE,
PENSIONS,
INVESTMENTS

Call our office in

Bath on 01761 239382
ar email
bath@nfumutual.co.uk

NFU Mutual

ISSUEAHTE | FEMG IS | IWWESTMERTS

30N | the
)| roots

company

« Trees

-I Woodlands
s Gardens
Care

phl o b

C owmrenaw . omeanios
#  rugniherouts oy uk

e T O G
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Garden Services
Lawe s ST 8 Merdge W nibnan oo EAIASM
L 1
ITHARSRET [ 3T 465011
Sack ARG TSR .o e iavigata the chans of cata, fing ng arder ane coanection, to
ol mpec & o ighen MRS cln dor develop comm e models that aring cladzy and direction to ig

NPTC

Qualifiad

dat2 chall érges.

Wieara asma il bas ness nased 'r Whatley that alfer

raelectually stimulzzag work, kmily frizndly work pettems

Mo Ie catCher ard vie have an oo dog,
e 5 [Fyou areinterested in finc 2 aut mare about 13 than chack
o oot murwebE
07512681111 out o p.hl:_|r_e:
57 Ittt ks, com
No Mole

No Fee . .\h_.kh'.,

GARY HOLT’S @0 T e—Y
- _g= - Fan e | GABVED (o IR
Painting, Decorating and AL | S STONE- | 1B AN
. . LETTERS
Plastering Services | AapacinaAES
Interior—Exterior & MEMUOIIAL MASON LY
. . IMCILBNG TIEAIGN & FITTIRG
Domestic—Commercial PE R R
# HEADETONE RESTORATIHOMN,
Dry Iining_Plastering REIETTTRIMG & RIPAIR
i # FRIENLILY, LOCAL FAMILY
Artex Ceilings TUISTHES S
Plastered W will work with e o sympatheticlly
dn_ﬂ'gn. Jllrodur.g and festail a rnrmrzpl’
Over 20 years weetiorial, sither o cireed o engraved.
- Lawn wmmarals, oemataon tahleis, kevh
expel'lel'lce sets wnd vases avadlable in a wide range

of slete, storee and gromcie.

Fully insured

We atlso offer headstone restorarion services,

Clean, tidy work ; ey ;
Slale, store and porcelaim house signs
Free quotes ealso averlable.
01373 814642 WWWLCARVEDS TONLLET TERS COUE
PTTCSE; 0 749 BE0 869 A 073G 300 8Ti
07891 31 2503 TaaA 1L andrewdrcanredsronelerrers.cnuk
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The co-operative funeralcare

-24 hour service  -Free bereavement advice  -Pre-paid funeral plans
FHUME 1 Munney Road, BAT1 404
01373 473426 o

WARMINSTER 5 coorgo strect, 5412 802
01985 220105

WESTBURY 5 warminstor Road, BA13 307
01373 858142

ey funeralcare.co.uk

s Professional

w72 Carpet, Hard Floor,

' Rug & Upholstery
Cleaning

Frome:

01373 470416

www.greenmancleaning.co.uk
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D.H TrRUCK %

CAR SERVICING

« CAR & COMMERCTIAL VEHICLE REPAIRS
. MOT'S CARRIED QUT ON SITE
7. SERVICING, TYRES, RECOVERY

Very Competitive Rates . Quality Service

]_U D-ft'! U‘ﬂ for new customers

with the voucher code DHTVOI

The Qld CQuarry. Creat Elm,
H Like 03 an Facebook Frome, BATT 3NN Tel. 01373 453050

alicn .

.“'B“’:
7 :
i

Sharon’s Foot Clinie e

5.0 Dip FHEPT 540 Dip FHPF
Fully Insured sod Highly Trained

Fur The Prafessinnal 'Treatmcnd U2
Cornz = Callus » Crcked Hoels « Athicles ool
Lol Lofectives » Thickened Xails # Lo growing Muils
Diahetic Fool Care ¢ Verrucns o Nabl Coting,  Yail Reconstenctinn

Contact Sharon on (3T3 B3T3 ne 7725 202

Climix: Appedniocols ul 12 Sonoy TG Suoney BALL 48D

Lloon Wisils wlas Availnlble.
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What’s on @ The Vobster

Bed and Breakfast
Open For Supper 6.30-8.30 Tuesday to Saturday
Function Room for Hire
Family Gatherings, Christenings, Bring your own Food
Option

Local Beers and Cider,
Garden, Four superb letting Reoms.

e
H/ro .
Glamping

Shaun and Pippin two Mew En-Suite Shepherd Huts have joined Buttercup
and Daisy, cur Mongelian Yurts. Why not have a peek on our website!

www.glampingonthehill.co.uk

Tel 04373 S12920
rdavilaibtinternet.com

36



Scottii

Construction

33 M
wiehsite: wwuwscaticenstruction.cauk B

Email; nescottmacettconsiruction.co.uk = Abciemaand
e} ety

CARPETS, LVT, VINYL &
WOOD FLOORING
BEDS, MATTRESSES &
ACCESSORIES

www. radstockcarpetandbeds. co.uk
01l7&61 432808
) . EXFERT ADVICE B FITTING
] i FREE FARKING ON SITE
THE OLE CINEMA - COOMBEND - RADSTOCK - NR. BATH - BA3 3AW




We can offer advice on:

Residential sales and lettings

Rural matters

Country property, farms and land
Commercial

Development

Auctions

Antiques, collectables and household effects
= Surveys and valuations

e Equestrian

OUR OFFICES
[ = S P PR b o] Slaslor o s Ul WS b VT R LAPR T Al CCL?DFIE R
Caalla Ty COREAISAET Lo BRa TRaaLony gl 1265 91557 :
i ket (157 TALOES Shagc ML OTHE TR0 e TG TS TANNER
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