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A W CRAY LTD

General Builder
Extensions and Renovations

General Maintenance

Free Estimates

Tel: 01373 466514
Mobile: 07813 252919

Email acvcl @hotmail.com
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CONSUMABLES NOT INCLUDED
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FROM THE EDITOR

WOW! What a year. Not so long ago the whole future of 5Alive was up in the air because its
income didn’t match its expenditure. Now the bank balance is not only positive but it's also
growing slowly. Having said that I don’t want to give the impression that everything is OK for
the long run so keep the cash coming!

Meanwhile a HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who has put their hands in their pockets so far.
There are too many names to include here, and I won’t even try but you know who you are — we
are SOOO0O0O0 grateful.

I'hope you have the happiest of happy Christmases and the best New Year you've ever had. Peter

JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY

CHURCHYARD

A REALLY CHEERFUL JOTTING to start with a hearty thank you to all who so generously
supported my two garage sales which resulted in £88.06 going to Chantry church and £108.50 to
Dogs’ Trust. Well worth while. Thank you everyone!

As I write this (not in the stable yard!) we seem to be in the throes of a rainy and gloomy autumn.

But what a year it has been harvest. Officially a “mast” year but not just beech mast — every
fruiting, nutting and berrying tree and bush has excelled itself. Most of us are tired of offering
each other baskets of produce, and the frugal among us with time and energy have larder shelves
stocked with jams, chutneys and bottled fruit. And how much more flavoursome the fruit picked
from the trees in ripe perfection than the perfect supermarket warehouse-ripened specimens.
They may not look so perfect but what does appearance matter?

Some ten years or so ago, horrified that one third of farm produce went to landfill if it didn’t
confirm to supermarket standards of visual perfection, I was fired by the idea of selling imperfect
goods of a market stall and working up to first one small shop and eventually a chain of shops
called “Wonkeys”. I visualised such shops becoming nationally popular — “get it at Wonkeys”,
rather like the 1930s entrepreneur (what was his name?) who started with a market barrow and
ended with a national chain of shops with his slogan “pile it high and sell it cheap”.

I even negotiated for a partner for financial backing, but such enterprises also involve also
sourcing the goods, transport, storage, volunteers, premises and so on. Then came Covid and
lockdown and my endometrial and long treatment. By the time that was all over, I was past 90
and had “run out of steam”. Thankfully, nowadays much imperfect foodstuff is used by charities
offering free meals or in schools, care homes and food banks. But it isn’t just food that gets
discarded. Clothing and footwear with the slightest imperfection is swept off the production line,
kitchen ware, china, cutlery too. Why this emphasis on perfection nowadays? Nothing in the
world is perfect. And wouldn’t it be boring if it were? What would we have to grumble about?
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CONTACTS
Mells Group of churches is currently in a vacancy.

Church laymen and women
Church wardens

Parish council
chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham Jenny Waller,
07887 556936

Chantry Hazel Tovey 836384
Valerie Rawlins 836252

Great Elm Sally Rosa 07833
900947

Mells/ Vobster Hilary Ingram
01373 311073

Whatley MrsKGay 836175

John Reckless 01373 461841
Diane Sleigh 07907 156735
clerk@bucklanddinham-pc.gov.uk

John Earl 01373 812450
Joy Book 07704 584953

Andrew Bramston 01373 836513
Rachel Nash
clerk.whatleyparishcouncil
@gmail.com

Roman Catholic Services

Mells: Sundays at 11.30am
Wednesdays 11.30am

Frome: Saturdays 5.30pm.
Sundays 10.00am




And we, as humans, are all flawed in some way, too. Oh dear! I've come over all philosophical. It
must be because we are in th season of Advent where we wait patiently and contemplatively of
the joys of Christmas miracle. And that reminds me of Christmas puddings. In years gone by I
used to mix mine in a huger glazed bowl belonging to a Victorian jug and bow washstand set. On
“stir up Sunday” (the Sunday before Advent) I would invite the congregation home to coffee and
a stir-and-wish of the pudding before filling the basins as gifts to friends or for later celebrations
during the year as well as for Christmas.

I used to boil them in the huge cast iron ham boiler in the Aga oven to save steamy saucepans. In
earlier years, may Dad used to lift this out of the oven when we boiled a whole ham in cider and
honey when we were a large family household. It weighed heavily, filled. Nowadays I can barely
lift it when empty and am never likely to use it again — likewise the big cast iron casserole pot,
embossed with the pre-1950s sloping Aga logo. I am amazed at the prices these items cost in Aga
supply shops but if anyone is interested, I would be happy to accept a token price and the
knowledge of a good home for my trusty pots. I need the space and one less problem for my
executors to dispose of. So many people locally have Agas, Rayburns, Esse cookers. Anyone
interested? Do get in touch.

I'had a lovely surprise encounter recently down in my orchard. I hadn’t been down there for
several weeks owing to the uninviting weather and lack of energy. The latter is my own fault. I
have been warned by the lovely Dorothy House Home Hospice care not to work beyond the
limits of the strength maintained for me by the steroids I have been prescribed. But I have
seriously over done things in an excess of zeal whenever I feel fit to do something and am now
learning to pace myself and actually managing to say “no” at times. But I stray — sorry!
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Solutions
South West TREECYCLE
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3 3 f udarmEiescyc 2.0l
Solving all domestic and commercial LIMITED

pest issues

Call &r massage us for a free guote!
07917 638450
R Find us o Facebook #PestioluticnsSouthiWest
Fepert pest solutioms far over ten years

D HURLE PLASTERING
General Plastering,

Skimming, Dry Lining
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& Fruning Raparis Asmasn
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lalu dari o lparl
danielhurle@sky.com S oo




The encounter in the orchard. I took Ebbie down with instructions to go and explore while I sat
on the nearest seat in a rare spell of sunshine. Suddenly Ebbie came running back as a flash or
pale fawn leapt across her and disappeared down to the orchard. A surprised Ebbie started from
the vision to me, obviously saying “Ooh! There’s someone else here too. She jumped right over
me. She does move fast. Shall we go home now?” Then I remembered that last year a small deer
took up residence in the orchard and reared her fawn there. I was touched and delighted to think
that she might have returned this year, exploring the ground foe the same purpose. Anyway,
Ebbie and I will not be going down to the orchard for a few weeks anyway so as to leave her in
peace, just in case.

Once again, I have strayed from the churchyard but there really isn’t much to report from there
until our wonderful annual display of snowdrops, including the special new varieties kindly
donated by Ellie appear in the New Year.

Meanwhile I hope everyone has a lovely, joyful Christmas shared with friends and family in
warm and comfortable surroundings and that no-one spends it alone, unless from choice. And I
know that none of us, amid the hustle, bustle and stress that the season so often brings, will lose
sight of the true meaning of Christmas so that we will each find a while to rejoice quietly in the
Christmas miracle and perhaps say, as my dear Mum used to do, “Happy Birthday, Jesus!”

God bless, Love and all Christmas blessings! See you in February. Hazell.

BUCKLAND DINHAM

CHURCH NEWS

The Remembrance Sunday service was well attended, and it was so nice that both retired and
serving members of the armed forces added to making this a very memorable service.

The December and January services at St. Michael’s will be as rota. We look forward to seeing
you all at the Carol Service on December 21st at 6.00p.m with a choir from Norton St Phillip.
Coffee Mornings A surprise awaited those coming to the November coffee morning. After many
years of fundraising for the repair of the Lych Gate we received a grant from the Church
Building Council of £250.00 for scaffolding to make it safe, whilst we wait for permission to start
work. Many thanks to Rob Waller for all his work in trying to get this actually done.

The next coffee mornings will be on December 20th and January 17t, 2026.

A big thank to all who continue to keep St. Michael’s a welcoming place for the whole village.

RACHEL CLARKE, 1945-2025

On Thursday October 30th, 2025, a burial service took place in St Michael’s Church to give
thanks for the life of Mrs Rachel Clarke. The service was rung in by ringers from the Corsley
team and streamed live to Rachel’s family in the North of England and Australia.

Rachel’s coffin was covered with flowers of her favourite colours of pink, blue and white. Behind
the coffin, letters made from white chrysanthemums. spelled out the word ‘Granny’.

The service, designed by Rachel herself, was conducted by the Reverend Pauline Reid. Hymns
were Love divine All Loves Excelling, Dear Lord and Father of Mankind, One More Step Along the
World I Go and The Lord’s My Shepherd. At the end of the service the coffin was carried out to a
recording of the great hymn Guide Me O Thou Great Redeemer.

Scripture readings were John 6:35-40 read by Mark and 1 Corinthians 13 read by Elspeth. Nicolle
read the poem The Life that I Have by Leopold Marks.



The Eulogy consisted of a recorded message from Emma, Anne’s daughter-in-law, in Australia.
In a moving tribute, Emma paid tribute to Rachel’s unfailing love and support for her family.

In her address, Pauline reflected on how the reading from Corinthians was perfect for Rachel as
a description of what love really means.

Rachel joined the Young Friends community in 1960 and was a member of CND, memorably
leading her classmates in a walkout to join the CND march in Swansea at the time of the Cuban
missile crisis in 1962. This commitment to peace and tolerance, along with a strong sense of
responsibility and the need to help others, stayed with her throughout her life.

Rachel enjoyed the company of children and taught at Bath School for Girls, where she is still
remembered.

When her sons emigrated to Australia, Rachel enjoyed visiting her family there and was a much-
loved grandmother and great grandmother, never forgetting birthdays and Christmases. Her
connection with her sisters remained close, with weekly Zoom calls during Covid and letters
when she became ill, and she described her marriage to Ken as ‘30 years of love’.

Pauline acknowledged that there is no sticking plaster to fix the pain of losing someone so loved,
and that it will be hard for her family to learn to live without her but she reminded us that God
weeps with us and comforts us in difficult times. We know that love is stronger than death, and
Rachel’s love will continue to sustain her family in the years to come. Donations were made to
Dorothy House. Rachel was buried in the churchyard close to her home. Our thoughts and
prayers are with her husband and family at this time.  Jenny Waller, Churchwarden.

BUCKLAND BUDDIES
We meet at the Jolliffe Arms for our Christmas meal on Friday December 5th at 12.30 for 1.00.

MERCER:

www.mercerbooks.co.uk

We are a small publisher MELLS BARN

o [

helping authors through the FOR ALL FUNCTIONS

process of self-publishing. Parties - Receptions -Meetings
Kitchen facilities - Parking -

www.mercerbooks.co.ukiprocess Stage Area - Garden

For bookings details contact

Come and have a coffee Helen on 01373 812498

and a chat even if it is just
an idea at the moment. Forget_me_notg""é A

01373 836865 / 07989 385307 + GARDENING SERVICE -
(-, Weeding, pruning, planting,

{7 fence painting, etc
01373 464416 07890 850465

Based in Chantry near Frome.

5



Mells Group of Churches

December 2025

i 147 217 Christmas Chilstmas | A% daruary
Dreermber Decemnber Cecernber Evg Cay 2026
Chantry 11.00=m 11.00am 10.00pm
Tow & Caral  Mabing Midright
Sarvice Mass
Bary Devles  Hazel Towey  Dawid Gadiffe
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Elim -
Huiy Caral
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Group Carad Service
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Huzly Martn
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David Galiffe
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Prayer Service Communion | Communicn
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Great Elm At 7.30am on Wednesdayws Richard King leeds a prayer session




Mells Group of Churches

January 2026

< January 11 lanuary 18" January A5 lznuary 17 kelbruany
Chantry 11.00am 11.00am 11.00am 10.00am
Hoy Group Hoby
Matins Cormmunion tzting Carmmunicn
Service
Hazel Towsy [avid Gatliffe wal Bawlins Martis Weymnont
Creat 3. 30am 4.30am
Cim x
Hixy Infrmal
Carmmunign Barice
Rihin
Laherenod Richard Kineg
Mells 9.30am 9.30am
Haly Maming Praver
Communian
“Whatdey 10.00am 0.30am
Groun Baby
Communion Matins
Service
Hazel Towsy
Lathering
Lewelen-
Evans

Malls Evory Wiodnosdoy al 0930, Mal nsTorming Praver, in 5L Andrews, Mells

Great Elm AL 7. 30am on Wednoesdays Richard Ring leads o prayo scssion




Hardingtan Vale Church Services Dec 2025 - Jan 2026

OATE TIME SERWVICE
Monday 1 Dec LAk am Marton 5t Philip, Yzrming Frawer
.30 =m Hemington, o 2ravs
Wednesday 3 Do .0 pm Rode Chaped. Infomaal Frawaer
E20 Tellisfond, Evenirg Mraver
Thursdary 4 D FD NMartan 5t Philp, Sleat Frayes
Sund LAk azm Marton £t Phdip, farmal Broakfast
!:" :""; D“':M 5 *1,30 Riela, H3ly Carimunizn
Auncdayraf.Ad e L10uam Laverton, Hely CarmmLnicn
F.20 Roele Chaped, Bleeting Flace
Manday & Do Lk am Marton 3t Philip, “izming Frayar
Tuesday & Dec “1.00an Rode Chaped, Coamernicl Haly Comerarior
2100 an Tedlishead, =aly Camm o
Weednesday 10 De; LA0 pm Kode Chaped, irfo-na! Pravar
Thursday 11 Dec E.20 mn Narton 5t Phlip, 5 enl Praye:
UEGETY Martan 5t Phillp, <20y Cammmnlan
Z1.00am Laverton, “iatins
Sunday 14 Dec T am Buckland Dinharm, arsdTairs Sarvlss

3" sunday of Aduent

Rude, Qubdoor Fal ity
Marton 5t Philip, Carel sonncr

Monday 15 Der LAl am Marton 5t Philip, Yzrming Prover
o0 mr RFudde Chaped, [nfwernz! Prava
Wednezday 17 Dec B pm Tellisford, =wening “rayer
Thursday 18 Dec B30 mr HNorton 5t Philip, 5le i Praye:
Friclay 19 Dec &30 pm Tudhers Grave, Taicz
TELAN Am Nartan S.tE'hllp_ =
2100 Laverton, Carw: Sepeioe
i:':":“dn ::;.d i 24 pm Rode, Carpl serecr
R 620 o) Bueklard Biriham, Caio! Srvie
LAk pm Farlzigh Hungerfoed, Care Se-ace
Monday 12 Dec Ca0um Marton St Phillip, zrning Praver
530 i Telislird, Mativite
Thesday 23 Ded LAl pm Narton 3t Philip, Caro's raund tie Graon
200 r RFude Chaped, Crib Survice
Wednesday 24 Dec &0 pm Martan 5t Phillp, Crib sene o
CHRISTMAS EVE 2100w Rude, Haly Cornrianian
Iluan Narton 5t Philip, Haly GCammunizn
L a0um Farl=igh Hungerford, | aly Comiranior
Thursday 25 Dac 0L A Marton 5t Phillp, -z nily Scracn
CHRIST has DAY 203000 Rosle, Ternily Service
Z1.0Uam Lawerton, Hely Czmmienicn
T30 Rogle, . In sed Holy Coviminbon
Al B00 pim Buckland Dinham, lzras Taizs Sereipe
Monday 20 Dec LAl em Marton St Philip, “zrming Prover
F.30am Hamingtam, Mosalrg Traver
Wednesday 31 Dec EA0pin Rode Chaped, I fo-nal Praver
B pm Tellistord, =wening Arayer

wessinn: JU Howsmber 200




Hardington Vale Church Services Dec 2025 — Jan 2026

DATE TIKE SERVICE
Thurs 1 Jan E.LOpm Moarton 5t Philig, Silenl Praye:
Mortan St Phillg, (nfores areakiast
Radde, Haly Commiinian

LR L 1106 &m Lawartan, Holy Careruniar

B0 P Rocle Chagped, Waeeting Flace

550 am Nartan St Phillp, Marnirg Fraver
Tuesday 61 g

et Bkl 11.03 am Rocde Chaped, Ecumer:ca | Holy Commitnlon

L pm Hemington, ariing Frayer

Wednasday T lan W pm Rode Chaped, Infermal Frayor
o0 pm Tellisford, Seening Frayrr

Thussday & lan kI pm Martan 5t Phillp, & lant Feoyes

.04 am Rode, irfarmaz | Broa e

1038 am Mortan St Philip, Hoby Come mcaion
RO 11.0%am Lawertan, Mazas

11.0%0am Buckland Dinham, lora/Taizd Servic:
Twesday 13 lan B0 am Moartan 5t Philig, Wornicg, Praver

A0 um Hemington. Marming Prayer
Wednosday 14 lan 11,05 am Tellisford, Holy Cammuanicn

1.0 pm Rode Chaped, Informal Privper

Thursday 15 Jan

Sunday 18 Jan

Mortan St Philig, = ot Fraye-

Farledph Hungerford, karaing warship
Mortan 5t Fhillp, CHEST RGLE

Rade, Haly Cnenmiinn

Lawartan, hasins

Huckland Dinham, Haly Communian

Tuasday 20 lan i ulam Maortan St Phillp, Morring frayver
B0 am Hermington, Marring Prayer
Wednesday 21 Jan 500 pmi Rade Chaped. 14l cmal Prayer
E20pm Tellisford, Exanirg prayer
Thursday 22 Jan E.20pn Morton 5t Philig, 5 lenl Fraye-
B0 am Rade, Contemalztan and coffee
105 am martan 5t Phillp, ok Caremealon
SRR 11K am Lawartan, kiasins
kI pm Buckland Dinham, Inra)aré e oeoe
Teeesday 27 lan E.00 B Moarton 56 PRilig, WMornicg Praver
#.30am Hernington, Maming Prayer
Woednesday 28 |
e b 550 pn Rodde Chapel, Infarnal Prayer
Thursday 259 Jan B0 Martan 5t Phillg, 5ilent Feayges

Wergion: 27 Moverr ser 2025




The January meeting will be an American Supper in the Village Hall on the 6th from 7.15 p.m.
With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. Jill Wright.

NEXT WALK SUNDAY JANUARY 25TH 2026

Meet at the Buckland Dinham church lychgate at 10.00 am.

£5.00 per person to go towards 5Alive magazine and repairs to the lychgate.
Book through Buckland Dinham Community WhatsApp group under 'Events’.

POPPY APPEAL RAISES RECORD AMOUNT

A big thank you to all those who contributed to the Poppy appeal

door to door collection this year

We raised in total £375.73 which is Buckland Dinham's record so far. On top of that The Bell
raised £38.62 so all in all a very good amount. Susie Hicks and Adrian McCabe.

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Don't forget the Christmas Tree Light Up on Friday, December 5t at 5.30pm. Local craft stalls,
sweet treats, raffles, tombolas and Christmas games. Entry free but please bring an item for the
Fair Frome Food Bank.

Gifts for the church hamper raffle can be left either in kitchen area of the church or with Debbie
Carey or Sara Corbett.

LATEST FROM THE VILLAGE WEBSITE, Bucklanddinham.org

NEW: We have new tabs for ‘Projects’ and ‘Village Help’ and extended news items e.g.
‘Fireworks’.

NEW: a new-look Resources with map locations

Emma Hancock

Colour expert specialising in lived-in balayage
and blondes. Mobile and in-salon sevices

available

07429 046829
The Loft, 1 Vicarage Street | Frome

emmalivedinbalayage@gmail.com

emmalivedinbalayage.com

Facebook & Insta - @emmalivedinbalayage
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Don’t forget that information on the village Facebook and WhatsApp groups is on the website
under Groups, Clubs and Classes and we have a list of village-based businesses under the
Resources tab. Sign up to ‘Alerts’ - you won’t be inundated but get one or two emails a week.

VILLAGE INFORMATION HUB

Do you know anyone in the village who needs help using computers or smartphones? Do you
need information, guidance and support - finding out about village resources, buses, doctors etc -
but don't have the technology? Are you someone who could provide that help? If so, contact John
in the Comms Group on website@ bucklanddinham-pc.gov.uk and we’ll try to get you together!

EVENTS IN DECEMBER

Mondays - Pilates for Cyclists — 6.00pm
Tuesdays — Chair Yoga — 10.00am
Wednesdays - Pilates - 9.30am

2nd — Buckland Buddies - 7.30pm

5th — Christmas Fayre — 5.30pm

9t — Lunch Club - 12.00

14t — Iona/Taize Service — 11.00am
20th — Coffee Morning — 10.00am
21st — Carols in the Church - 6.00pm
23rd — Carols Around the Village
28th — Jona/Taize Service — 6.00pm

EVENTS IN JANUARY

Mondays - Pilates for Cyclists — 6.00pm
Tuesdays — Chair Yoga — 10.00am
Wednesdays - Pilates - 9.30am

6th — Buckland Buddies — 7.30pm

8t — Parish Council Meeting — 7.00pm
11th — Iona/Taize Service — 11.00am
12t — Amenities Group - 7.30pm

13th — Lunch Club - 12.00

14t - Comms Meeting — 7.00pm

17t — Coffee Morning — 10.00am

18t — Holy Communion — 11.00am
21st— T, T and T Meeting — 7.00pm

IAN MARI.OW :
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Gardening oervices &
General Garden Maintenance

Border Renovation and Redesign

Rose and Shrub Pruning/Training

Fruit Tres Pruning

Crganic Lawn Maintenance
Vagetable and Cut Flower Care
Soil Improvement

and much more ...

B+ years horticultural experience. Using organic, nature-
focussed methods, we harness the abundant beauty of
yvour garden for you and your local wildlife @

A
iQ‘ Cuglified, Motional Trust trained, fernole horticulturist with

For regular or one-off maintenance,
or a whole garden revamp contact Nell:
tameandtend @gmail.com

07841074062
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AND FINALLY ...
...amassive thank you to everybody who turned out to clear the fallen leaves and other foliage
and the mud from the stretch of Lower Street which is prone to flooding. BRILLIANT!!

CHANTRY

The annual Toy and Carol Service will take place on Sunday December 14th at 11.00am. As usual
we are asking for donations of children’s toys and games.

You have always been very generous in previous years, and we are hoping that this will continue
this year. Your gifts are distributed by the Salvation Army to families who may not have anything
otherwise. The difference this year is that Major Sheila has requested that all gifts are left
unwrapped. This enables them to see what gifts they have without having to unwrap and re-
wrap. Some wrapping paper would be appreciated. I know that you will all do your best as you
always have so thank you in advance.

The Christmas Eve candlelit mass will be at 10.00pm, I have been informed that this is midnight
in Bethlehem, and it will be followed by drinks and mince pies. We look forward to seeing you all
for this beautiful service.

We will be preparing the church on Tuesday 23rd and will be glad of any help with decorating
and placing the candles etc, we will be at church from 2.00pm,

Maintenance

Date Flowers Cleaning
06-12-25 Advent no flowers  Sue
13-12-25 " Dolly & Val
20-12-25 " Clare
23-12-25 All help needed

BESPOKE

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
CARPENTRY SPECIALIET

MAFHDI MO

=0 Demerntia
Fricnds




27-12-25 Val Sonia

03-01-26 Hazel Sue
10-01-26 “ Dolly & Val
17-01-26 Laureen Clare
24-01-26 Val Sonia
31-01-26 " ?

We would like to thank everyone for their help in 2025 and wish you all a very merry Christmas
and a happy new year

FRIENDS OF CHANTRY NEWS

A huge thank you to all those who came to see James Hornsby act out his one-man play ‘Great
Expectations’. James certainly went beyond “expectations” and performed a faultless one-man
act of the gripping epic Dickens’ classic. Before he left, we asked him if he would return, and to
much appreciative applause he said he would like to perform ‘Dracula’ next time. Watch this
space for details but provisionally October 31st 2026. It will be at a slightly later time to allow for
“Trick or Treaters” families to get home and babysitters in place, so the parents don’t miss out. It
will suit older teens and adults.

DECEMBER

December 4th Quiz night. Whatley and Chantry. 6:00pm social hour before quiz at

7:00pm. Holy Trinity Church Chantry. Teams of four to six people. £1 per person on the night.
December 14th Toy service with Christmas gifts for disadvantaged children. Details from
Dolly 11:00am. Holy Trinity.

December 18th Thirsty Third Thursday. Last of the year... if you haven’t been, now is your
opportunity for some convivial banter, excellent beer, wine, gins, sausage rolls and snacks.

Coffee with an
Architect?
Thinking about a project?

An Architect with over 20 years’

CARPENTER AND JOINER experience and a genuine love of

PROFESSIONAL histaric hUildeS and EOffE'E, |
CARPENTRY SERVICES would be happy to meet and
discuss your plans and ideas, For a
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR WORK free initial chat please contact:
RENOVATION AND

Anna Hammond
BA DipArch M5c ARB

o annahammeoend@ymail.com
martin.hale27@gmail.com m: 0772 941 1360

L: 01373 834439 N 2

MAINTENANCE
01225 762496 07768838757
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December 21st. Christmas Community Carol singalong. 6:00pm Holy Trinity church. Everyone
welcome. Bring bells and tinsel and wear your festive jumpers and hats to get in the mood. If you
have any festive treats do share those too! If the weather is favourable, we will start singing
outside so come dressed appropriately. We will start with a few carols on the green outside the
old George pub so bring a lantern or torch and wear something reflective. Hot soup will be
waiting in church! If you’d rather go straight to the church, we will meet you there at 6:00pm.
December 24th 10:00pm (midnight in Bethlehem) Don’t miss our coveted, “Midnight Mass”,
candlelit service. Stay for mulled cider and mince pies. Even if you are not a regular churchgoer
but want to take part in this beautiful service, you are welcome. Firepits await you and lead you
past flaming torches to the entrance decked with Christmas décor and then inside to the candlelit
church. The tree twinkling in the semi-darkness begs you stay and share the true spirit of
Christmas with others.

GREAT ELM

GREAT ELM CHURCH NEWS, DECEMBER

Monday December 22nd, 10.00am. Decorating the church for Christmas. Please come and
help decorate the church in readiness for the Carol Service. Please bring any greenery,
berries or flowers you might have. Coffee, cake and cheery company for the helpers.
Christmas Eve, December 24t Carol Service at 5.00pm

Christmas is rushing upon us and preparations are in hand for our Carol Service.
Readings and Carols with the retiring collection to be shared between Julian House and
Children’s Hospice South West. Afterwards there will be mince pies and mulled wine in
the Village Hall. Please do join us and being along your family and friends.

JANUARY

Ahhh, the New Year, 2026. Full of promise. Let’s see what it brings.

Nothing specific in the calendar to announce but looking forward to some works being
completed and maybe our advertisement for a new vicar finding a candidate.

COFFEE, KATE AND CHAT
The November "Coffee, Kate & Chat" morning raised £138 for Village Hall funds. Many thanks to
all the cake makers.

GREAT ELM VILLAGE HALL

Seating for 60 people
Fully equipped kitchen
Parking on the green
From £5 per hour
(heating extra)

Enguinies to Jim Duffus - Tel: 07794496727
email: jimduffus@hotmail.co.uk
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Proud to be part of
the community

T Whatley guorry, we'ne cammitted to baing o good
neighbaur gnd supparting surraunging comimunities,

We want 1o ploy our part by actively supparting ool
initictives and we reguitrly host educational visits, os well as
taking steps to protect and enhance the logal environment.

Te find out rore and to apply for community funding go to:

www.communities heidelbergmaterials.co.uk/en /fwhat
ley-and-westdown-quarry-community-page

Heidelberg)
Materials




KEVIN CORCORAN
CARPETS & VINYLS LIMITED
Carpet, Vinyls, LVT & Natural Floor Coverings
Supplied & Fitted

FREE MEASURING & ESTIMATING SERVICE

Tel: 01373 303733

sales@kevincorcoran.co.uk
www.kevincorcoran.co.uk

Lnir 66 Manor Road, Marston Trading Estate, Frome, Somerset BAI BN

Buckland
Dinham
Village Hall
&Millennium

Gardens
A huge hall seating 80 people
with stage and fully equipped
kitchen. Large enclosed
gardens with fine views.
Two cosy upstairs maetings
rooms each available al
E5.00 an hour.

hicks3920@gmail.com

BOOKINGS SUSIE HICKS
01373 485099
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Chrlstmas Eve
5prn Wednesday 24th December

Family Carol Service

St Mar},r Magdalene Great Elm
Followed by Mince Pies + Mulled Wine in the Village Hall

Control Your
Financial
Future

I Gain Confldence
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MELLS WITH VOBSTER

BENJAMIN FELIX STEEL, OCTOBER 411 2001 - OCTOBER 10TH 2025

Family and friends gathered at St Andrews Church on Friday November 7t to celebrate
Benjamin’s life. The Reverend Peter Godden took the service and spoke to a church that was full
to overflowing.

Daisy Steel, Ben’s mother, read the eulogy followed by readings from Benjamin’s father
Jonathon, siblings Jack, Joe, Poppy and Jasmine, and uncle Timothy followed finally by
grandparents David and Charlotte.

These readings and poems gave heartfelt memories and reflections of a really cool son, brother,
grandson, nephew and friend who will not be forgotten

Donations were taken for Mind and Ebony two charities close to the family’s heart

After the service there was a private committal, and Benjamin was laid to rest in the St Andrew’s
Churchyard. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family at this time. RIP

CATHERINE JADE HOLLEY, FEBRUARY 15T 1977 - OCTOBER 97H 2025

Family and Friends gathered at St Andrew’s Church on Monday October 27t to celebrate
Catherine’s life, with the Reverend Martin Weymont taking the memorial service and speaking
to a church that was full to overflowing.

Catherine’s life was described in a humorous at times, but always heartfelt in the eulogy
delivered by Paul, her partner in life. She grew up in Buckland Dinham, went to school and
college in Frome and then went on to study BoS in Geography at Coventry University. She first
met Paul in 2003, and they started building Barley house at Great Elm in 2005.

Catherine was well known and loved in the village through her time working at the Talbot and
volunteering at the village shop as well as her other work in a very varied life, as was shown by
the numbers at the service

Suffice to say that she always kept a brave face through the hard times in her life, and she will be
greatly missed by all who knew her. After the service there was a committal at Great Elm
Churchyard. Our thoughts are with Paul and their son Jonathon and their extended family. RIP

PAUL JAMES STURGESS, SEPTEMBER 1811 1954 — SEPTEMBER 307H 2025

Paul lived at Yew Tree Cottage, Mells Green, for a number of years and loved his time in the
village. He was a very private person but would always pass the time of day and help anyone
who needed any advice on their garden. He was an expert horticulturist who had exhibited at
Chelsea and worked around the world

His life was celebrated in a service at Mendip Crematorium on October 16t, where tributes were
given by family and friends

“High upon a fertile hill a midday sun was higher still. The wheat was ripe, the soil so dry as we
drank the landscape, you and 1”. He will be greatly missed. RIP

MELLS VILLAGE SHOP
As most of you will know Mells Village Shop is not only the heart of our community but along
with Mike, Jerry and Helen it is run by our wonderful community volunteers. We are looking for
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MO PRACTISIMG AT THE BARMS. MELLS

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIDNAL CHIRDPRACTOR WITH
DYER 1 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HANDS OH TREATHWEMT SUITABLE FOR ALL
BACK/MECH PAIM- PREGHNANLCY - SPORTS
IMIVRIES~ POOR FOSTUARE...

FREE SFIMAL THECHE

CALL: OFB16 526077
RO SERIRENIC 0L, GO

&CC REGISTERED, BUPA APPROVED

L5 OFF INITIAL ASSESSMENT

9 SOMERSET
WA EARWAX
S CLINIC

& Ear wax removal by irrigation
¢ Ear check prior to Audiology
i Fully trained and experienced

Sister Teresa Munro RGN

Ouality Care Commussion Reqstered

07962 106 045
teresamunro@hotmail.co.uk

Frome Medical Centre, Enos Way,
Frams BA11 2FH

e

Gountry Handyman

o sl vomr pemeral
PRGDErty malniemance
& gardening jnhs

Call
Hadyn West

wwnowestcouttrphandyman.co. uk
hadymwestilnme.com
J78E4 536577

Frome Bridge Club

01373 467508 or 070D 163705
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SARAGE DOOR
SPECILALISTS

Repairs, spares, servicing,
automnation, installation
30 years' experience in the garage door indusiry,

prioritising quality, trust and excepticnal
cusiomer service

Contact us:
Mohbile: 07977 927590
Email: info@garagedoortech.co.uk
Wabsite: garagedoortech.co.uk

Covering Radstock, Bath, Frome,
Trowbridge and surrounding areas

huttonbrown
painting & decorating
established family company

OUR SERVICES:

Period and heritage
Dustless sanding
Spray / brush finish
Wallpaper hanging
UPVC windows

WHY CHOOSE US:

50 years of experience
Unrivalled quality
Highest level of finishing
A* communication

Call John: 07711 657170 or visit
huttonbrowndecorating.com
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YSUNLIGHT

WINDOW CLEANINE

4 Windows J Patios

J Gulters / Drivaways
J Fasclas J/ Cladding
/ Soffits / Slgns

J &olar panals

i) 07739 189 180 :
sunlightwindowag@gmail.cor |
i sunlightelzani ngco.uk

i The Weatherproof j
Window Company

= Renovation
s Replacement
= Draught-proofing
* Small Repairs
* Replacement cords, pulleys,
handles, weights, glazing

All types of sash & wooden windows
Suitable for Listed Bulldings

Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR.
Tel: 01373 474637 Mobile: 07929
938419 (lan Gallagher)

www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk
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some more volunteers to lend a hand. It is a great way to feel part of our community, to
meet new people and friends and to support our Village Shop. If you are interested in
serving customers in the shop, please do let me know. It is easy to learn the systems, and
you don’t have to commit to anything on a regular basis. Your help would be very much
appreciated by the whole community. Please message me or leave your number at the shop
if you are able to help: Thanks Vicki vickipikel@gmail.com.

MELLS PARISH COUNCIL (FULL MINUTES CAN BE FOUND AT

MELLS-PC.GOV.UK)

Notes of Mells Parish Council held in the Barn on Tuesday November 11th 2025
SOMERSET COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Cost-of-living support available for Somerset residents this winter: Somerset Council is
again distributing funds to provide immediate, practical help during a time when many are

JK HAMBLIN

Glazing Solutions - Window Care - Handyman Services

Al Slyles OF Glazing » Mirrors @ Boarding-Up Sorvice
PYLC Windows & Doors © PYE Fascias, Gutters & Soffits windows,

Consorvalory & Guttoring Cloaning » Prossore Washing Oleaning Soervice

Fencing & Sheds » Lawn Maintenance

f 07877 838912 f{

TR EE
SIIRGERY

oOlFsl uzgorros oOoF203 I=29u=20

wrirriir. arborcadabra.coak




facing financial hardship or support for older residents and those with disabilities. Funds are
available for Free School Meal vouchers during school holidays, food, fuel and essential items
available through an online portal, emergency grants for crisis situations, hospital discharge
support and council tax relief, specialist advice and outreach from trusted partners like Age UK,
Citizens Advice Somerset, and SASP and Thrive, community hubs offering warm spaces, meals,
budgeting support, and more. Support is available both online and in-person. To apply
www.somerset.gov.uk/cost-of-living-support or call 0300 123 2224 and ask for ‘cost of living crisis
support’.

Council Ready for Winter Road Conditions: Somerset Council and Kier Transportation Ltd have
completed preparations for the cold season. The council prioritises a precautionary network of ma-
jor roads, emergency routes and community links. For more information, including a map of the

gritting routes www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/gritting/.

MATTERS ARISING

Litter bin by bus shelter: This has now been installed in the bus shelter.

Loose dogs bothering sheep: Signage has been put up and awareness of the issue put on Mells
Matter. To be monitored.

Lamp out in Vobster: This has now been repaired.

HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH ISSUES:

Layby by Vobster bus shelter: Cllr West met Charlie Higgins from Highways to discuss the
works. A plan of action has been submitted today for approval and the works will be
undertaken once a date has been approved.

PLANNING

2025/1913/TCA: Pruning of sycamore branches - Ems Cottage. Notification only
2025/1845/FUL & 2025/1846/LBC: Like for like replacement of existing ground floor timber
windows — Mells C of E Primary School — no objections.

FINANCE - Preliminary budget and precept discussion: Cllr Earl is keen to bring the village up
to the standard of other local villages and for the parish council to have the financial ability to fund
more projects to ensure the village environment is pleasant for all. This can only be done by
increasing the precept quite substantially to bring it in line with other local parishes. An increase of
£10,000 to take the precept from £16,500 to £26,500 would place an additional 64p/week
(£33.33/annum) on the council tax. This increase would allow the council to contribute to
improving the play area, supporting the recreation ground/pavilion more, helping the church,
grants for local projects and assisting with the costs of reducing the speed limit in Vobster.

ITEMS TO REPORT / ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Plaque for lock up: The parish council were supportive of the Mells having one, but as they do not
own it they would not contribute to the cost.

Car parking: This is a continuing problem and several suggestions were put forward for where a
more central car park could be situated.

Gate off in Vobster: Clerk to report to the Mells Park Estate manager.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday December 9th, 2025, at 7.15pm in the Barn.
Joy Book, Clerk to Mells Parish Council, email: clerk@mells-pc.gov.uk, tel: 07704 584953
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frome
print
company

Complete Design & Print Solution

01373 455222 info@fromeprintingcompany.co.uk
485 Manor Road, Marston Trading Estate, Frome, Somerset BA11 48N
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Do you need a

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
(LPAs)

For information, preparation {if
reguired ) & reglistration an LPA s
Contact: Tim Seviour tfa LPAs Crect

Tel: OL7&1 232097
PACile: O7486 434193
E-Mail: tinn.seviourl23@gmail.com

PAUL ANTELL

Property and Building Maintenance

PLUMBING
M.A.Stock

07801 355384 01373 672090 07890 366832
malcstock@yahoo.co.uk 01 373 46?427

Painting Interior and Exterior R N .
Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone Professional, Reliable, Friendly & Local
work including Building and Repairing paulanteliplumbing Etalktalk.net
Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard www.paulanteliplumbing.co.uk
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little
jobs you need doing
Free quotations

DORSET DELIGITS

CATERING

holistie moassage
-

Fumeeal Teps, Weddinps, Drinks Farties & Events
Halietie: rim b e Lo naed L yonir sk,
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The Gentieman Painter
& C0.

Specialising in the exterior and interior decoration of
period properties

Sash window renovation, reglazing, puttying and
replacement of rotten wood, freeing up of stuck
windows

Careful, traditional time served methods
Interior decoration consultations, with discounts on
the best quality paints available

|

All female team apart
from me!

-No Smoking
- No Swearing
- No Radio One

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
07899900077
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WHATLEY

Pop Up Pub EVENING with FOOD & BAR: Friday December 5th 6.00pm-11.00pm
Fish & Chips, to pre-order please contact Davin for a menu and further details on 07812
948639 or d.kenwood@hotmail.com by Wednesday December 3rd. Decorating the
Christmas tree donated by Whatley Quarry Heidelberg. Calendars will be available to

purchase made by Whatley’s young people.

COFFEE MORNING: Saturday December 13th, 10.00am — 12noon.
Bring your local historic photos and cuttings to share. We are making an album.

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE WITH ANIMAL NATIVITY AND CELEBRATION
Sunday December 21st Service 5.00pm followed by Xmas celebration 6.00pm.

Our 2nd monthly social will combine with our Christmas carol service and celebrations (no
Saturday 20th event). Our amazing animal nativity will be there too. Please bring a dish for
all to share (include ingredients list). Bar will be open.

NEW YEAR’S DAY WALK Thursday January 1st 2026, 11.00am

Meet at St George’s Church, Whatley at 11.00am. Approx one and a half hour walk. Decent
walking boots. Dogs welcome - please bring a lead.

Followed by lunchtime refreshments and bar at St George’s Church, Whatley (No Friday

January 2nd evening pop up bar.)

COFFEE MORNING Saturday January 10th, 10.00am — 12noon.
2ND MONTHLY POP-UP PUB EVENING AND SKITTLES Saturday January 17th

6.00pm-11.00pm

Jon Goode

Reliable and professional handyman,
tor general household maintenance
& garden services.

Based in Buckland Dinham.

)

= GOODE
AND
HANDY

Tour local handyman

Mobile: 07804 209201
Email: jon & goodeandhandy.co.uk
Web: www.goodeandhandy.co.uk
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Mells Nursery

Kallg (araen, Mala. BA11 ZaE
01373 813978
www.mellsnursery.co.uk
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- Rats, Mice
- Fleas, Bed Bugs, Cockroaches
FROME |FM - Traditional Mole trapping
- Bee swarms removed
- Domestic and commercial
- Contracts available
e can pick up. A lpcal pest controller with
- over 10 years experience.
Anything we don’t sell, Call Chris Raithby:
we will donate to the 01373813721/ 07976735086
local charity shops. email; chrisraith@hotmail com
Thank you!
jerwestcott@aol.com or Fully qualified and insured
07703 780701

. _ P AL
Pop inand see us at the Westway Shopping Centre, 2 Scott Road, Frome BATT 1AL
(07373 485485 frome@fsmsolicitors.co.uk




MARK WHITE

Furniture & Cabinat Makaer

Fumnitura & cabinet making.
Custom-made kitchens E
Des igl'l & installation U

07 ER0Z35660
markwhitefurnituregigmall.com

W rmmrovwhEsfurniturec sbinetms s com

YOUR STORY
Matlers

Lifo Storwos | Ghasmariting
Manuscript Editing

Design and Prmt

Mo writing exparience readed

Miadty Bilean Memang

lan Chapman

CHIMNEY

SWEEP
HETAS Registered

= \Wood/fuel stoves
&= Open fires
= Sweeping & servicing

Text or call lan on
07976 880267

Keep warm - stay safe!

LT ALWRITIMG & BEDITORIAL SERVICES

749 333940 | W mand:,lhlprm.muk

MELLS AUTO
REPAIRS

Diagnostics,
Engine Repair,
Clutches, Cambelts,

Servicing, Air Con,
Auto Electrical
mellsautorepairs

@yahoo.com

07716460079

Unit |6, Mells Pit YWorls,
Frome BAIIl 3RH

Little Greenc:

| W - L

Peter Hardwick

DECORATORS AMND PEOPERTY AMAINTEMMAMCE SPECLALISTS

Renroe Cotoge, Lowear Straat,

Telephone: 01373 4530656

Bucklarnd Dinham.
Somersed. BAT11 2460

Mobile: OF956 B70849
Ermail: gt 1 000d@Gacl.cam
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DEFIBRILLATORS IN BUCKLAND DINHAM. MELLS
AND VOBSTER

In the event of an emergency, please phone 999 and they will
direct you to the nearest cabinet and give you the door code.
All the defibrillators are in locked cabinets to ensure that they
are there for when you need them.

LOCATIONS:

e Buckland Dinham Village Hall

e Mells Recreation Ground, near Longfield, Mells BA11 3PZ
e Post office, Woodlands End, Mells BA11 3PF

e Telephone Box, Mells Green

e Vobster Inn, Lower Vobster, Radstock BA3 5RJ

HOW TO USE A DEFIBRILLATOR

A demonstration video is available on the front page of the Mells
Parish Council website mellsparishcouncil.org.uk/.

Please take the time to watch it, as it could help you save
someone’s life!

Hancocks Plumbing & Heating LTD
oh Guctity Plumbing & Uscing [N NN

ISR
HERE

= Reasonable Rates = Professional Service

Tel: 01373 474337

Mobile: 07850 852544
#ww.hancocksplumbingandheating.co.uk
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR SAND STONE AND
MIXED AGGREGATE
OR
ORNAMENTAL SHINGLE
IS OUR FORTE

LARGE OR SMALL
LOADS
Please ring Carol on
01373 471505 for a price

INSURANCE,
PENSIONS,
INVESTMENTS

Call our office in

Bath on 01761 239382
ar email
bath@nfumutual.co.uk

NFU Mutual
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company

« Trees
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Garden Services
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Mole Catcher
01373836350 o

07512681111 ;
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GARY HOLT’S

Painting, Decorating and
Plastering Services
Interior—Exterior
Domestic—Commercial
Dry lining—Plastering
Artex Ceilings
Plastered
Over 20 years
experience
Fully insured
Clean, tidy work
Free quotes
01373 814642
07891 312503

NEED ALIFT?

We will take you to and from
any important appointments
CALL COMMUNITY DRIVERS FROME:
07596 591391

warw fromecommunitydrivess.org.uk




The co-operative funeralcare

-24 hour service  -Free bereavement advice  -Pre-paid funeral plans
FHUME 1 Munney Road, BAT1 404
01373 473426 o

WARMINSTER 5 coorgo strect, 5412 802
01985 220105

WESTBURY 5 warminstor Road, BA13 307
01373 858142

ey funeralcare.co.uk

s Professional

w72 Carpet, Hard Floor,

' Rug & Upholstery
Cleaning

Frome:

01373 470416

www.greenmancleaning.co.uk
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D.H TrRUCK %

CAR SERVICING

« CAR & COMMERCTIAL VEHICLE REPAIRS
. MOT'S CARRIED QUT ON SITE
7. SERVICING, TYRES, RECOVERY

Very Competitive Rates . Quality Service

]_U D-ft'! U‘ﬂ for new customers

with the voucher code DHTVOI

The Qld CQuarry. Creat Elm,
H Like 03 an Facebook Frome, BATT 3NN Tel. 01373 453050

alicn .

.“'B“’:
7 :
i

Sharon’s Foot Clinie e

5.0 Dip FHEPT 540 Dip FHPF
Fully Insured sod Highly Trained

Fur The Prafessinnal 'Treatmcnd U2
Cornz = Callus » Crcked Hoels « Athicles ool
Lol Lofectives » Thickened Xails # Lo growing Muils
Diahetic Fool Care ¢ Verrucns o Nabl Coting,  Yail Reconstenctinn

Contact Sharon on (3T3 B3T3 ne 7725 202

Climix: Appedniocols ul 12 Sonoy TG Suoney BALL 48D

Lloon Wisils wlas Availnlble.
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Scotth

Construction

Unit 6, Combe Buildings, Whatley, Frome, Somerset, BA11 31U
t: Q13732 896040
www.scottconstruction.co.uk

CARPETS, LVT, VINYL &
WOOD FLOORING
BEDS, MATTRESSES &
ACCESSORIES

www. radstockcarpetandbeds. co.uk
01l7&61 432808
EXFERT ADVICE B FITTING
FREE FARKING ON SITE
THE OLE CINEMA - COOMBEND - RADSTOCK - NR. BATH - BA3 3AW
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YOUR LOCAL OFFICE:
FROME: 01373 455060

COOPER
AND
STANDERWICK: 01373 831010 TANNER

SALE ROOMS: 01373 B52419




