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A W CRAY LTD

General Builder
Extensions and Renovations

General Maintenance

Free Estimates

Tel: 01373 466514
Mobile: 07813 252919

Email acvc]l @hotmail.com
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FROM THE EDITOR

LIKE HAZELL IN HER JOTTINGS for this issue of 5Alive, I ain’t gonna
comment on the weather except to say ... no, I won’t say what I had
intended. It would probably have offended everyone anyway!

One thing I do need to do is apologise for a
whoopsie in the last issue of the magazine. In the
story about the table that had been found in a
cottage near Mells I used the wrong photo. The
photo I used showed a similar table but the wrong
one. So here’s the right one. Ring any bells? Let me
know if it does.

Have an eggstatic Easter and good luck if you're taking part in the Mells
Easter Egg rolling competition. Peter

FROM THE RECTORY, WELL ALMOST!

MY FRIEND SIMON HAS BEEN RECORDING for Frome FM a programme
about his 650-kilometre walk along the Via Transylvanica. As well as talking
about his six weeks in Rumania, Simon reflects on the nature and varieties
of walking itself. Mike, who produces the programme, is interested in the
phenomenon of travel as well as its instances.

While on the one hand the programme has reminded me how sedentary
I've become, it has, on the other hand, prompted me to think about those
daily excursions that don’t appear to be about getting anywhere — the stroll
down to the post box, along to the pub, up to the field with the stile — and
back again. Always back again. The feeling of never leaving, never arriving,
is encouraged by the familiarity of figures encountered along the way —
another dogwalker, a mum taking kids to school, someone knocking on the
door of an elderly neighbour.

The last couple of decades have seen a surge of enthusiasm for pilgrimage —
the testing of our capacity for solitariness, the externalisation of the inner

Editor: Peter Corbett mellsmag@hotmail.com
Advertising: Peter Corbett, 01373 466536, mellsmag@hotmail.com
Deadline for May 2024 is Friday, April 19th but do check!

Printed by Frome Printworks 01373 800 300
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CONTACTS
Mells Group of churches is currently in a vacancy. For any enquiries
please contact the church warden in your parish. For weddings
contact the benefice administrator, Mrs Catherine Brown, email
catmellsgroup@gmail.com. She works on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons.

Church laymen and women Parish council
Church wardens chairs and clerks

Buckland Dinham Jenny Waller,|  John Reckless 01373 461841
07887 556936 Diane Sleigh 07907 156735

parishclerk@bucklanddinham.org

Chantry Hazel Tovey 836384

David Rawlins 836252
Great Elm Sally Rosa 07833
900947
Mells/ Vobster Mrs Diana John Earl 01373 812450
Sylvester 812386 Joy Book 07704 584953

Whatley MrsKGay 836175 Andrew Bramston 01373 836513
Rachel Nash
clerk.whatleyparishcouncil
@gmail.com

Roman Catholic Services
Mells: Sundays at 11.30am  Frome: Saturdays 5.30pm.
Wednesdays 11.30am Sundays 10.00am

Somerset Councillor: Philip Ham 01373 812152
Others to be confirmed
Chantry and Whatley Francis Hayden 07970 839532

Police: PCSO Louise Perry, 07874 893777
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journey. My pottering out for a jar of marmalade doesn’t seem to have much
to do with those epic treks along ancient highways.

On our bedroom wall there’s a photo of our granddaughter, scooting down
her street on a misty autumn morning, leaving wheel tracks on the cold, damp
pavement. A reminder that though we don’t usually notice it, we do leave a
trail. I think of Ronald Blythe’s badgers, who ‘hump and trundle themselves
through the orchard to the cold-running stream, leaving a highway through
the shooting grass’. A particular love of mine is the ragged trail of westering
crows at sunset. My daily tread may make even less mark than the silent
passage of these birds, but there’s some gratification in imagining that my
footprint in the sand of time is more than merely my digital signature, my
credit card history, my Waitrose favourites.

Wednesday. Morning Prayer in St Andrew’s. Here we are again.
Astonishingly, there are eight of us, including faithful Otto, who lies on the
floor, shakes his lead when we say, ‘Our Father’. Twenty minutes of shared
thought in the chapel lit by William Nicholson’s magnificent window, where
the prayers of St Francis turn fish into birds whose flight is the changing light.
‘O God,” says the Breton prayer, ‘the sea is very large, and our boat is very
small.” We depart, leaving no sign that we were there, but each having worn
another particle from the centuries old threshold. Robin Isherwood

JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY

CHURCHYARD

WELL, HERE WE ARE IN APRIL (say I, writing this in mid-March). I'm not
going to mention the weather this time. I'm going to sulk and look the other
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way. Perhaps if I ignore it, it will go away. According to the old poem “The
Months”, which I expect many of us remember from early schooldays,
“April bring the primrose sweet, scatters daises at our feet.” Most of my
primroses were out in February and March and at the moment I can’t see
my daises for mud. But as I mentioned I'm writing tis in mid-March so let’s
hope...

Further to my grumbles last month that I can’t grow crocuses, the other
things which will not grow in my garden are winter aconites. I have bought
several lots over the years and none survive to reappear the following year.
This is sad because I love their cheerful buttercup faces rising out of their
green choirboy ruffs.

Every blooming blossoming shrub has flowered ahead of its normal time
this year — but what is ‘normal’ now anyway? Hyacinths are in full bloom
already. Why is it that the pink and white ones are devoured by slugs and
the blue practically ignored? Do the pink and white taste of strawberry and
vanilla? Or are slugs colour conscious? All my April/May flowering
camellias are a riot of colour in March in spite of the sudden shock in spite
of the sudden shock of a two-inch snowfall overnight. Didn’t last, of course.
Dripped away in a few hours in the mild air but at least it was a token
offering of what we should have had before it was too late.

The Gentleman Painter & Co

Top quality work guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting
out Radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant
tea drinking and associated annoyances

We are a team of five, myself and four women. Interior
and exterior decorating work done as well as plastering,
guttering and carpentry

Project Management and Coordination -
excellent local references

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
Call Marc on 01373 813861 or 07899 900077
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I wonder what the early nesting birds thought of the snow. I don’t seem to
have anything like the variety of birds on my feeders or around the garden as
in past year. Part from the welcome sight of the usual nuthatch and the
spotted woodpeckers, all I see on the feeders are mainly bluetits and the odd
great tit. I used to have coal tits, chaffinches, greenfinches and other
occasional visitors such as bramblings and blackcaps but not now. Good old
faithful blackbirds, robins and wood pigeons galore around the garden but
that’s about all. For the first time in 50 years, I don’t seem to have resident
songthrush which makes me really sad. I heard him briefly around the new
year but nothing since. Has anyone else noticed fewer varieties of birds, I
wonder.

Conversely, larger birds seem to be doing well locally. As a keen birder
friend remarked recently, once the sight of a red kite over the village was a
rare and exciting event. Now one merely notes with pleasure, “Ah, a couple
of kits. That’s nice.” Also, I heard with joy last week a raven calling from the
churchyard cedar. The ravens seem to be colonising widely around the
village area but last year I was not aware of them in the cedar where they
have nested for so many years. I answered the one I heard and we held a
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Church services in April

7" April 149 April - 20°! April 287 April 5" May
Chantry 5115?11’&'131'-"5 11am Merning  11am: Haly
- Prayer Communicn

Cauldwel David Clark Chns Hare

Great Elm o30amHaly  9.30am
| Commumion :
nformal Service
Roir: i :
Isherwood Richiard Kirg
Mells 10am: Group 4 30am: Hexy 8.30am
Senvice Communicn Moming Praer
i Rahin
ki Janat Cauldwell
Whatley | 8.30am: % 30am 10.00am
Matins Holy Commurson - Group Sanice;
Hazall Tionvey David Galiffe Hely Communian

Martin Weymont

If you want to keep an eye open for any changes to services, you
can check the schedule on the Mells Group website,
www.mellsgroup.church/whatson.



Hardington Vale Church Services — APRIL 2024

DATE TIME SERVICE LEADER
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Thursday 4 April GBI pm | Martan 5t Phillp, 5 ant Frager
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1.0 am | Bode 5t Lawrence, Hely Comrrunior i Whalker
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one-caw conversation but for many years the old boy who claimed the tree
could, apparently, count. I would tease him by “kaaarking” different
numbers of times and he would reply with the correct number of
“kaaarks”. I presume that, as with crows, the greater the number of
consecutive calls, the stronger and fitter is the bird as it takes great lung
capacity and strength to call consecutively. This helps the females to
choose a strong mate. My dear old lame tame crow was a 5-caller, possibly
because he didn’t have to hunt for his food or suffer the hazards and
rigours of life in the wild. I have heard that there is a lame raven in the
village which has been “adopted” by several local householders who feed
him regularly. But far from being grateful I heard that he had repaid their
kindness by ripping the tiles of the shed roof of one of his benefactors.

For a wonder, the sun is shining at the moment so I have taken the chance
to have a wander around the churchyard. The daffodils are all opening and
the lovely patch of lavender-mauve crocus that appear annually are still
beautiful. Odd ones crop up in quite distant spots so I hope they will
eventually build up other small colonies here and there. I looked for signs
on the windflowers/wood anemones that appear under the conker tree —
tiny leaves so similar to the covering of Queen Anne’s lace but just
discernible as slightly flatter darker and less frondy at the edges.
Amazingly not only were the leaves appearing but quite a few little star
faces were already open among lots of buds heralding their main show.
The whole churchyard looks more spacious and well cared for — without
being excessively “manicured” — thanks to the willing hands and generous
time of volunteer gardeners. The clearing of some spaces around the
boundary walls makes a lovely framework for the “wilded” area,
producing our flower meadows as the season progresses. And it certainly
is progressing. By the time this is circulated, it will be Easter and, as a
bonus, the first weekend of the clocks going forward.

A happy, joyful and peaceful Easter to all. See you in May. Hazell

BUCKLAND DINHAM

CHURCH NEWS

As these notes are written on March 15th, we shall hopefully have news of
the Sun Rise and Easter Sunday Services in the May magazine. The April
Services in St. Michael’s will be as listed in the Rota.



Flowers

We are very fortunate in having such talented ladies arranging the
flowers and are very grateful to Peggy Harris. Ros Bradbury and Debbie
Worsfold (and to Trevor who keeps them supplied with hot drinks).

Coffee Morning
The next coffee morning will be held on April 20th, usual time 10.00 -
12.00. look forward to seeing you all.

REMEMBERING DOREEN AND BARRY PITCHER

Doreen Pitcher (1934-2024), Barry Pitcher (1937-2020)

On Tuesday February 20th, St Michael’s church in Buckland Dinham was
full to overflowing, as family and friends gathered to celebrate the lives
of Doreen and Barry Pitcher.

Doreen loved her church and would have been delighted to see how
beautiful it looked, decorated with spring flowers and lilies.

The service was conducted by the Reverend Robin Isherwood. Hymns
were All Things Bright and Beautiful, Lead Us Heavenly Father Lead Us and
We Plough the Fields and Scatter. The scripture reading was Matthew
25:31-40, read by Paul Cary.

In his opening remarks, Robin reminded us of the circumstances of
Barry’s funeral in 2020 at the height of Covid, when only a handful of
family members could attend, and at a distance. This service was now an
opportunity to celebrate the lives of Doreen and Barry properly.
Memories of Doreen and Barry were provided by their children and
grandchildren. Clare Pitcher took us through the couple’s history, with
farming a central theme. The couple met through Young Farmers and
were fortunate to find their farm Newlands in Beckington just as they
were contemplating moving to Australia. Farming was a dedicated way
of life for them both, with Barry’s interest in farming best practice taking
him across Europe. Sport was another recurring theme, with cricket and
football firm favourites.

After selling Newlands in 1985, Doreen and Barry travelled the world
with their good friends the Mellors, reflecting their keen interest in
history and other cultures.

From the memories of their grandchildren, we were given a picture of a
loving and fun-loving couple who passed on not only their tall genes but



an inspiring example of how to deal positively with life’s ups and downs and
to enjoy and cherish family. It is evident that they will be sorely missed.
Donations were shared between the Alzheimer’s Society and St Michael’s.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of Doreen and
Barry at this time. Jenny Waller,
Churchwarden

VILLAGE NEWS

The meeting in the Village Hall on Tuesday March 5th marked the end of the
Buckland Dinham W.I. which started in 1918. However, like a Phoenix
arising from the ashes rose up the Buckland Buddies. We hope this new
group, who will meet monthly, starting on Tuesday April 2nd April at 7.30 in
the Village Hall, will attract many ladies, young and not so young, for an
evening of fun and chat. Please come and support this new venture, bring
fresh ideas of things you would like to do and perhaps this will continue for
the next 100 years or so. We shall charge just £3.00 per person a visit to cover
the cost of using the Hall and the occasional speaker.

Short Mat Bowls. Have you tried this fun game? At the moment, just seven
players meet in the Village Hall on a Wednesday from 2.30 to 4.30 and would
really like to see a few more joining this group. Please come along and have a

go.

KEEP THIS DATE! May 11th 2024 The Plant and Cake sale in the Village
Hall. Once again, this event will be held and full details of the time for
bringing your plants and cakes for sale will be in the May edition of this
magazine. So please start sowing seeds and splitting plants for this date.
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CHANTRY

The Mothering Sunday Service on March 10th was led by Rev. Chris Hare. It
was a very enjoyable service and quite well attended. During the service
bowls of narcissi were blessed and distributed to all present. As usual the
service was followed by cakes, coffee and a chat.

Jan and Ady Bans tan elérated the Biptism
of Riley Elizabeth, their granddaughter, on
Saturday March 2nd here in Holy Trinity Church.
We had the surprise of snow on Saturday
morning but it seemed to only add to the general
excitement of the day. Family from the States were =8
here along with some closer relatives, Libby and .
John her parents, godparents, aunts and uncles.

The sun shone for some beautiful photographs

(candlelight

A family run and owned company offering domiciliary and live-in care to keap
you safe and independentwithin your own home, as and when you need it.

01225 776000

Covering Dorset, Somerset, Wiltshire and East Susse.

3 Mianor Farm Offices | Carsley Wiltshire | BAT2 70E




before lunch at Orr Farm. Thank you to Barry Davies, our vicar, for
leading the proceedings and to Andrew for playing the organ and getting
us all singing a rousing version of Morning Has Broken and Lord of All
Hopefulness.

Condolences to the family of Tristram Powell, the eldest son of Anthony
and Lady Violet Powell who died in March. Tristram was a film and
television director/producer. He was born in Oxfordshire but the family
moved to Chantry in the early 1950s so he was quite a familiar figure
among us older residents.

Maintenance

Date Cleaning Flowers
06-04-24 Sue Laureen
13-04-24 Dolly & Val Val
20-04-24 Claire Hazel
27-04-24 Sue Hazel

Emma Hancock

Colour expert specialising in lived-in balayage
and blondes. Mobile and in-salon sevices

available

07429 046829
The Loft, 1 Vicarage Street | Frome

emmalivedinbalayage@gmail.com

emmalivedinbalayage.com

Facebook & Insta - @emmalivedinbalayage
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GREAT ELM

GREAT ELM CHURCH NEWS

SPRING CHURCHYARD CLEAN UP will be on Saturday April 13th
starting at 10.00am. Please bring your own tools. Coffee and cake will
be provided for the workforce. Thank you to all volunteers who have
come in the past and we look forward to another day’s productive work
together.

Property and Building Maintenance

M.A.Stock

07801 355384 01373 672090
malcstock@yahoo.co.uk

LASTING POWER OF ATTORMEY

Painting Interior and Exterior [LPAS)

Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone

work including Building and Repairing Far Informatian, preparstion il

Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard required) & registration on LPA's
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting Contact: Tim Seviour tfa LPAsS Direct
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little

jobs you need doing Tel: 01761 232097

Mabile: D748 434153

Free quotations
R F-Mail: tim.seviourl 238 gmail. oom

£1million cover of Public Liability Insurance

LOCAL BED AND

Do you need a
BREAKFAST

THE OLD SUN B&B
WHATLEY, BA11 3LA

CHRIS 07974 695166

PAUL ANTELL

PLUMBING

Pest (1 \'

Sclutions' = 07890 366832
. S 01373 467427

Solving all domestic and commercial
pest issues Professional, Reliable, Friendly & Local
Call or message us for afree quotel paulanteliplumbing Stalktalk. net

07917 638450 www. paulanteliplumbing.co.uk
K Fine uson Facebook SiPesttel utionsSouthiiest
Expart pest soluticns for aver tan vears
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‘HEART WARMING’ PROJECT TO RE-INTRODUCE TREES

As I sit watching the contractors taking out 300 trees on the banks of the
River Mells in Great Elm, many of them healthy specimens of indigenous
trees under the excuse of removing ‘ash die back’. There is no promise to
replace these trees at the moment.

It is heartwarming to describe the project at Court Farm where the Forest of
Avon trust and the Wildlife Trust are supporting a scheme to re-introduce
trees, ponds, hedgerows and new habitats for wildlife. Increasing the
biodiversity and the carbon footprint of the village.

On the 40-acre Court Farm in Buckland Lane in Great EIm there are some
nine thousand trees going into that space. The majority of them local species
including English oak, crack willow, aspen, black poplar, birch, alder, hazel
and dogwood.

It will entail replacing hedges where they once divided fields and provide
wildlife ponds to encourage the wildlife to return, as well as digging out
ditches to assist the flood planning in the area.

There are already signs of more than one set of barn owls raise their
offspring annually, the daily kites are also circulating the fields. We have put
up numerous barn owl boxes, bat boxes and door mice tubs all have signs of
being used already.

JK HAMBLIN

Glazing Solutions - Window Care - Handyman Services

All Styles OF Glazing » Mirrors. © Boarcing-Up Socvice
PYCWindows & Doors © PVL Fascias, Gutters & Soffits windows,
Conservatory & Gutlering Cloaning » Pressure Washing Cleaning Service

Fencing & Sheds » Lawn Maintenance

f 07877 838912 f
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This may not immediately replace the carbon footprint of the removal of the
trees in Great Elm but as we watch the project grow and the farm change and
naturalise it certainly will help.

Stephen Bradshaw

JACKDAWS MUSIC EDUCATION TRUST IN GREAT ELM IS LOOKING

FOR A LAWN MOWER - CAN YOU HELP?

Our trusty petrol lawn mower has seen better days...if you're replacing your

lawn mower and have one which you'd consider donating to us, please get in

touch! (It does need to be petrol powered). music@jackdaws.org 01373 812383
Many thanks - the Jackdaws Team

MELLS WITH VOBSTER

Visitors to the church may have noticed, and wondered at, the absence of
flowers in the church during March. This was because we were in the season
of Lent. No flowers until Easter Saturday.

On Mothering Sunday though, following a short informal service, we made
posies to give to our mothers, friends or neighbours, at our joint service with
the congregation at Great Elm.

NOW OPEN
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On March 12th bellringers from Leigh-on-Mendip held a practice at St.
Andrew’s between 7.30 and 9.00pm, and the following week a quarter
peal was rung on by another visiting team of bellringers. Our bells are
very popular with the bellringing fraternity!

The Memorial Service commemorating the lives of Bryon and Audrey
Axford was due to be held as this issue of 5Alive was going to press. A
full report will be included in the May magazine.

Easter Sunday service (March 31st at 9.30), to follow the pattern of the
Mothering Sunday service — a short informal time of worship, followed
by refreshments (after which those taking part in the Egg-rolling
competition will be able to dash off!), and a service of Holy Communion
will take place after the refreshments. The Group service (Benefice,
Chantry, Great Elm, Mells and Whatley) will be held on April 7th at St.
Andrew’s at 10.00am - it would be good to see you there as well!

And just a reminder — mid-week soul refreshment available on
Wednesday mornings at 9.30! A time of quiet reflection, in the Lady
Chapel. Diana

Coffee with an

% Architect?

Thinking about a project?
MARTIN HALE
An Architect with over 20 years’

CARPENTER AND JOINER experience and a genuine love of

PROFESSIONAL hlst(.;;li;hl:-:ldlngs aricd Eﬂffeiji I
CARPENTRY SERVICES A e i
discuss yvour plans and ideas, Fora
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR WORK free initial chat please contact:
RENOVATION AND

Anna Hammaond

BA DipArch MSc ARB

2 annahammeond®@ymail.com
martin.hale27é@gmail.com me 0772 941 13680 ?.H

L 01373 834439 N 2

MAINTENANCE
01225 762496 07768838757
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GREAT ELM VILLAGE HALL

Seating for 60 people

Fully equipped kitchen

Parking on the green
From £5 per hour
(heating extra)

Enquinies to Jim Duffus - Tel: 07794496727
email: jimduffus@hotmail co.uk
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Kick-start your
careerat Whatley . !

oy

A

Apprentices play o vital role in the success of aur business, and we dra
seeking energetic, open-minded individuals to foin our Whatley quarry team
this auturmn,

we are looking for two craft Mechanical Engineering apprentices Lo join
our structured apprenticeship programme, offering a salary of between
£16,000 and £18,000 plus benefits, Eam while you learn and develon the
skills needed for o rewarding career with a leading supplier of construction
materials.

To express vour interest emal us al whatlev.quarrs@hanson.com

l Heidelberg
E Materials




Mells Easter Egg Rolling

Easter Sunday (29th March)

11am Mells Gay Street
Decorate your egg in a theme of your choice.
Winners get Easter Eggs!
Then roll it down Stoney Hill in an egg rolling competition
Everyone welcome!
Don't forget to hard boil them!

ST ANDREWS YOUNG ART OPEN

The St Andrews Young Art Open 2024 is an Art Competition taking place this
Spring between April 15th and May 25th for all ages up to 13 years. It seeks to
encourage creativity in young people and to foster a sense of community. All
mediums are encouraged. The theme for 2024 is “The Spaces In-Between”.
There will be a Prize Giving Picnic on Saturday June 15th at St Andrews
Church, where the artworks will be exhibited. A Mells 2025 calendar with the
winning images is planned. Entry by application form with terms and
conditions available from April 15thl via the Mells C of E First School
website, from the Mells Village shop noticeboard, or by

emailing saartopen@gmail.com. Instagram sa_youngartopen.

Buckland
Dinham
Village Hall
& Millennium

Gardens

A huge hall seating 80 people
with stage and fully equipped

kilchen. Large enclosed
gardens with fine views.
Two cosy upstairs meetings
rooms each available at
E5.00 an hour.

BOOKINGS SUSIE HICKS
hicks3920@gmail.com 01373 485099
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LOUISTE BTRO

IR AT

MO PRACTISIMG AT THE BARMS. MELLS

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIDNAL CHIRDPRACTOR WITH
DYER 1 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HANDS OH TREATHWEMT SUITABLE FOR ALL
BACK/MECH PAIM- PREGHNANLCY - SPORTS
IMIVRIES~ POOR FOSTUARE...

FREE SFIMAL THECHE

CALL: OFB16 526077
RO SERIRENIC 0L, GO

=00 REGISTERED, BUPA APPROVED

L5 OFF INITIAL ASSESSMENT

e

Gountry Handyman

o sl vomr pemeral
PRGDErty malniemance
& gardening jnhs

Call
Hadyn West

wwnowestcouttrphandyman.co. uk
hadymwestilnme.com
J78E4 536577

SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS

Best quality air dried logs
Various sized loads to suit
Free delivery in local area
All timber harvested and
processed by us from sustainably
managed woodlands

For orders or details contact us on
Tel 01761 439419

0790 243572, 07989 816598

Email somervalley.ts@gmail.com

somervalleytreeservices.com

GILSTONE CORBETT

ACCOUNTANCY

Professional accountancy
services for businesses in
Somerset and the West

Sara Corbett
Gilstone Cottage, 3 Bethel Place,
Buckland Dinham
Frome BA11 201
(7585 724076
(new phone number)
sarafgilstonecorbett.oo.uk

Contact us now!
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M ZIMMERMANN

Bhigtsu Therapisi

Shiatsu is a physical therapy and a form

of massage. It encourages a doep sense

of relaxation and well-being.
Shiatsu can support a wide range of
physical and emaotional conditions.

07446100413
ymizim@gmail.com

ymi-Zimmermann.square.site

Somerleaze Farm, Murtry BA11 3NR

huttonbrown
painting & decorating
established family company

OUR SERVICES:

Period and heritage
Dustless sanding
Spray / brush finish
Wallpaper hanging
UPVC windows

WHY CHOOSE US:

50 years of experience
Unrivalled quality
Highest level of finishing
A* communication

Call John: 07711 657170 or visit
huttonbrowndecorating.com
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9 SOMERSET
ﬁ{;—ﬂs EAR WAX
S CLINIC

¢ Ear wax removal by irrigation
i+ Ear check prior to Audiolagy
2 Fully tralned and experlenced

Sister Teresa Munro RGN

heglity Core Commission Registennd
07962 106 045
teresamunraof@hotmail.co.uk

Frame Medical Contre, Lros Way,
Frame BA11 2FH

™
The Weatherproof

Window Company

= Renovation
s Replacement
® Draught-proofing
* Small Repairs
* Replacement cords, pulleys,
handles, weights, glazing

All types of sash & wooden windows
Suitable for Listed Bulldings

Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR.
Tel: 01373 474637 Mobile: 07929
938419 (lan Gallagher)

www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk




MELLS PARISH COUNCIL (full minutes available on
mellsparishcouncil.org.uk)

Notes of meeting on March 12t 2024

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Quarry noise: Member of public presented an article which
appeared to show a photo of Whatley Quarry and referred to a
survey carried out on behalf of a quarry. The article reports that
‘Residents of several villages surrounding a large quarry
complained about the quarry noise. So the quarry owner
consulted a noise survey company. They carried out a noise
survey at five village locations over several days and nights.
This concluded that noise levels exceeded the night time
planning noise limit at four of the village locations.” The article,
if based on Whatley Quarry, appears to contradict the quarry’s
stance that the noise levels are within planning limits. It is
understood that Whatley Quarry has recently commissioned an
independent noise survey, but the results have not been made
public and therefore there is a possible lack of transparency.
Clerk and ClIr West to follow up with Somerset Council and the
quarry.

SOMERSET COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR’S REPORT:

2024/5 Council Budget: Council Members unanimously agreed a
range of measures to bridge a funding gap of £100m for 2024/25, including
cost cuttings, increasing Council Tax by 5percent, and using £36.8 millions
of reserves. The proposals also include a ‘capitalisation direction’ request

SIS ERY

OlrFFEsl U=9 0 == m=F | f=l= A ==
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of £36.9m - seeking permission from Government to borrow money or sell
assets to pay for day-to-day running costs. Around 1,200 jobs are expected
to go at Somerset Council over the next three years (about a quarter of the
workforce). As a result of the cuts, some Town Councils have stepped in to
save services (CCTV, public toilets etc) but this has resulted in a 179percent
council tax increase in Taunton, 90percent in Yeovil and 164percent in Bridg-
water. Council papers are still predicting a further £103 million budget gap
in 2025/26.

Healthy Somerset: A new website has been launched by Public Health to
help people in Somerset lead a healthier life www.healthysomerset.co.uk —
features health and wellbeing resources tailored to all age ranges — making it
even easier for users to find the information and support they are looking
for.

Take the Pressure Off: Over half of all strokes and heart attacks in Som-
erset are caused by high blood pressure. The “Take the Pressure Off” cam-
paign is designed to encourage residents, particularly those aged 40plus, to
regularly check their blood pressure and take necessary steps towards man-
aging their health. Residents are also encouraged to borrow a free blood
pressure monitor from their library to test their own blood pressure in the
comfort of their home or visit their local pharmacy for a check.

MATTERS ARISING

Silt under Vobster bridge: ClIr Seviour to follow up with Somerset
Rivers Authority.

Old GPO box on verge — road to Leigh on Mendip: Cllr West has re-
contacted Openreach as their claim that the cabinet is still in use is incorrect
as the cabinet is clearly obsolete.

HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH ISSUES:

Condition of grass triangle — Bottom Lane and area in front of
Vobster Inn: Works to flatten and seed the area will start in the next
month. Barrels to be purchased for placement in front of the inn.

HGVs - Top Road: Highways have suggested the placement of two signs
at the top of the hill.
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Stone baskets on Park Corner: The land is not owned by Highways
but the matter has been passed onto the Area Manager to seek advice as
to whether any enforcement action needs to be taken.

CORRESPONDENCE:

Highway maintenance devolution: As Somerset Council face significant
service reductions they are looking at several options for local parishes to
be able to continue the current level of service i.e. local self-delivery,
purchasing highways services direct from Somerset Council’s contractor,
‘buying back’ by raising the precept to buy back the level of service or
employing a highways steward.

Sarah Dyke MP - zebra crossing by village shop: Due to the lack of
pavements, several junctions merging in the area and the hill, the
location would not meet the basic safety standards so it would be highly
unlikely to be considered and the costs would be prohibitive to put in the
necessary infrastructure.

Life buoy by the White bridge: It was felt that at times of most need i.e.
during a flood, a lifebuoy at this location would be ineffective due to the
fast-flowing water a person would be swept away before the lifebuoy
could be deployed. If a lifebuoy was to be funded, Woodlands End
would be the most sensible location for one.

ITEMS TO REPORT / ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Crates obstructing defib at the shop/post office: Small crates are
nearly always blocking the small area that is available to access the
defibrillator and would need to be removed before the defib could be
accessed in an emergency. This is likely to cause further distress to anyone
already in an agitated state. The shop has stated that it does not have
anywhere else to place the crates and has suggested that the defib should
be moved. Its current position was agreed by the Estate and their approval
would need to be sought to move it to another location on the building.
Moving the unit and electrics would cost in the region of £250-£300 which
the PC is not willing to fund without good justification.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday April 9th 2024 at the later time
of 7Z.15pm in the Barn.
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Annual Parish Meeting: Tuesday May 14th 7.00pm in the Barn. Everyone is
welcome to attend. Joy Book, Clerk to Mells Parish Council

VOBSTER folks: a magazine deliverer is needed to distribute about 20
magazines in Lower Vobster each month (can be shared, of course). Please
do get in touch if you are able to help: Phillie 07804 782 970. Thank you!

WHATLEY

Congratulations to Debbie and David Norris on the birth of Millie, 91b 100z!
She arrived on February 22nd, after the deadline for the March 5Alive so
these greetings are a little late but nevertheless heartfelt. Welcome to
Whatley, Millie!

Mary Scott thanks Alice Kettle for joining the cleaning rota for St. George’s
church. Every new member is a great help as it reduces the number of
occasions on which it’s one’s turn. At the moment, it's approximately once
every two months but at the moment none of us is needed because the
builders are still working on the interior conversion. Mary will let us know
when we need to resume duties.

_ JUST GRENADA _
COLLECTION

OUR HOLIDAY
DESTINATIONS

KSUNLIG

WINDOW CLEANING

/ Wirrdows |/ Patlos GRENADA » ANTIGUA
J taatters o Driveways TOBAGO *» BEQUIA
o Fasclas f Cladding SAINT LUCIA » BARBADOS
i Bl + Signs ST KITTS B NEVIS
SEolar panels SLOVEMIA
1% 07739 149 1ED EALL GUREXEERT TEﬁ:M
i 1.II'I|Igh"|'.I1I'I'1-.'I|.\.E-'E'g|'|'|'IILLTII'I'|f BREED TN ME

I suntighicd mnlng::c Jk

01373 814214

vmw]ustgrnnadamuuﬂurr co.uk
Jungrunadacnuemnn @mrlb:uu reco.uk
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The villages of Whatley and Chantry had a happy evening of skittles on
March 2nd at Tucker’s Grave Inn, Faukland. It was fun! There was a mix of
novice and experienced players who were managed brilliantly by Giles Lunt.
He even provided a trophy, which was won by team Dekker. It was good to
have a real family occasion, ages ranging from very young to...older.

The teenagers kindly handled the sticking up well. More experienced
players gave the younger ones a bit of tuition and I think that the evening
gave all those new to the game an enthusiasm for this old Somerset tradition.

Thank you so much Giles and Rosie!

el @ | MELLS AUTO

CHIMNEY

SWEEP
HETAS Registered

= \Wood/fuel stoves
= QOpen fires
» Sweeping & servicing

Text or call lan on
07976 880267

Keep warm - stay safa!

REPAIRS

Diagnostics,
Engine Repair,
Clutches, Cambelts,
Servicing, Air Con,
Auto Electrical

mellsautorepairs
@yahoo.com
07716460079

Unit |16, Mells Pit Works,
Frome BAI | 3RH

Peter Hardwick

DECORATORS AND PROPERTY AMAIMNTERAMCE SPECLALISTS

Renroe Coltoge, Lower Streat,
Bucklarnd Dinham.
Somersat. BATT 24

Telephone: 01373 453066
robile: OF956 B7F084F
Ermail: gt 1 000d@aocl.cam




TO LET - THIS SPACE!
YOU COULD BE USING IT TO PROMOTE YOUR
BUSINESS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT PETER CORBETT
mellsmag@hotmail.com

- &
: community agents
£ part of CO%

Community Councll for Samerset (COS). Viney Coust, Winey Streot, Tauntom, T 3FE

OUR LOCAL VILLAGE AGENT IS NIC EDWARDS,
07946 461468, NICOLAE@QSOMERSETRCC.ORG.UK

Jon Goode

Reliable and professional handyman,
for general household maintenance

& garden services. ME"E Nursery
Mezlls Groen, Mol s BAT1 30F

01373 813978
www.mellsnursery.co.uk

Based in Buckland Dinham.

We e a e steresd Ghie |r|1‘r npEIk g As o e onkany

GDDDE UL, €237 ||||||Iy'||| ihia Tar cliron ||_|| i
2y I1||||I|I sl s
AND R
Mwandea
HPLN DY QUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS
Your local handymas Your local bandyman by Ofsted in March 2020.
"Ll ar tanee a5 tacy stoend this
Mohile: 07894 209201 worderL y charming nursarg.”
Email: jon @ goodeandhandy.co.uk A T
Etat checlnp Inz willby postlee 2and
Web: W.Qﬂﬂdﬁﬂ nﬂhﬂnd'&"-n'ﬂ‘ﬂk A anng erlatinnahipe wish alle ae ©
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mailto:mellsmag@hotmail.com
mailto:mellsmag@hotmail.com

our local
ommunity KAPOW PEST CONTROL
adio
tation -Rats, Mice
eeds your . - Fleas, Bed Bugs, Cockroaches
vg,to sell ! FRGME FM - Traditional Mole trapping
D’s S - Bee swarms removed
a ga:zin es - Domestic and commercial
ooks etc., - Contracts available
e can pick up. A lpcal pest controller with
- over 10 years experience.
Anything we don’t sell, Call Chris Raithhby:
we will donate to the 01373813721/ 07976735086
local charity shops. email; chrisraith@hotmailcont
Thank you!
jerwestcott@aol.com or Fully qualified and insured
07703 780701 .

F ! Forrester Sylvester

SQLICITERS

Expert legal advice from our central Frome office

IANE HEALEY

Your local Wills, Trusts
& Probate expert

JOAMNME AYRTOM

Your local Residential
Froperty expert

wwwy fsmsolicitors.co.uk  enguines@fsmsolicitors.co.uk
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Local Electrician & Plumber

Aspect Property
Maintenance 0

Available 24 Hours A Day | |

Visit Our Website For A FREE Quotation \

Mechanical
Electrical
Plumbing
Heating

www.aspectpropertymaintenance.co.uk

Info@aspectpropertymaintenance.co.uk
Emergency Call Out 07741439022
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DEFIBRILLATORS IN BUCKLAND DINHAM. MELLS
AND VOBSTER

In the event of an emergency, please phone 999 and they will
direct you to the nearest cabinet and give you the door code.
All the defibrillators are in locked cabinets to ensure that they
are there for when you need them.

LOCATIONS:

e Buckland Dinham Village Hall

e Mells Recreation Ground, near Longfield, Mells BA11 3PZ
e Post office, Woodlands End, Mells BA11 3PF

e Telephone Box, Mells Green

e Vobster Inn, Lower Vobster, Radstock BA3 5RJ

HOW TO USE A DEFIBRILLATOR

A demonstration video is available on the front page of the Mells
Parish Council website mellsparishcouncil.org.uk/.

Please take the time to watch it, as it could help you save
someone’s life!

Hancocks Plumbing & Heating LTD

gt Quotiy Phanting & ieatng N I

: HEGS(;LUDEE RCHFS ' IFI'rl.:;ITIE;!-‘S.S':.IlZIII'H:][ Service
Tel: 01373 474337

Mobile: 07850 852544
#ww.hancocksplumbingandheating.co.uk
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR SAND STONE AND
MIXED AGGREGATE
OR
ORNAMENTAL SHINGLE
IS OUR FORTE

LARGE OR SMALL
LOADS
Please ring Carol on
01373 471505 for a price

INSURANCE,
PENSIONS,
INVESTMENTS

Call our office in

Bath on 01761 239382
ar email
bath@nfumutual.co.uk

NFU Mutual

ISSUEAHTE | FEMG IS | IWWESTMERTS

30N | the
)| roots

company

« Trees

-I Woodlands
s Gardens
Care

phl o b

C owmrenaw . omeanios
#  rugniherouts oy uk

e T O G
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Garden Services
Lawe s ST 8 Merdge W nibnan oo EAIASM
L 1
ITHARSRET [ 3T 465011
Sack ARG TSR .o e iavigata the chans of cata, fing ng arder ane coanection, to
ol mpec & o ighen MRS cln dor develop comm e models that aring cladzy and direction to ig

NPTC

Qualifiad

dat2 chall érges.

Wieara asma il bas ness nased 'r Whatley that alfer

raelectually stimulzzag work, kmily frizndly work pettems

Mo Ie catCher ard vie have an oo dog,
e 5 [Fyou areinterested in finc 2 aut mare about 13 than chack
o oot murwebE
07512681111 out o p.hl:_|r_e:
57 Ittt ks, com
No Mole

No Fee . .\h_.kh'.,

GARY HOLT’S @0 T e—Y
- _g= - Fan e | GABVED (o IR
Painting, Decorating and AL | S STONE- | 1B AN
. . LETTERS
Plastering Services | AapacinaAES
Interior—Exterior & MEMUOIIAL MASON LY
. . IMCILBNG TIEAIGN & FITTIRG
Domestic—Commercial PE R R
# HEADETONE RESTORATIHOMN,
Dry Iining_Plastering REIETTTRIMG & RIPAIR
i # FRIENLILY, LOCAL FAMILY
Artex Ceilings TUISTHES S
Plastered W will work with e o sympatheticlly
dn_ﬂ'gn. Jllrodur.g and festail a rnrmrzpl’
Over 20 years weetiorial, sither o cireed o engraved.
- Lawn wmmarals, oemataon tahleis, kevh
expel'lel'lce sets wnd vases avadlable in a wide range

of slete, storee and gromcie.

Fully insured

We atlso offer headstone restorarion services,

Clean, tidy work ; ey ;
Slale, store and porcelaim house signs
Free quotes ealso averlable.
01373 814642 WWWLCARVEDS TONLLET TERS COUE
PTTCSE; 0 749 BE0 869 A 073G 300 8Ti
07891 31 2503 TaaA 1L andrewdrcanredsronelerrers.cnuk
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The co-operative funeralcare

-24 hour service  -Free bereavement advice  -Pre-paid funeral plans
FHUME 1 Munney Road, BAT1 404
01373 473426 o

WARMINSTER 5 coorgo strect, 5412 802
01985 220105

WESTBURY 5 warminstor Road, BA13 307
01373 858142

ey funeralcare.co.uk

s Professional

w72 Carpet, Hard Floor,

' Rug & Upholstery
Cleaning

Frome:

01373 470416

www.greenmancleaning.co.uk
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D.H TrRUCK %

CAR SERVICING

« CAR & COMMERCTIAL VEHICLE REPAIRS
. MOT'S CARRIED QUT ON SITE
7. SERVICING, TYRES, RECOVERY

Very Competitive Rates . Quality Service

]_U D-ft'! U‘ﬂ for new customers

with the voucher code DHTVOI

The Qld CQuarry. Creat Elm,
H Like 03 an Facebook Frome, BATT 3NN Tel. 01373 453050

alicn .

.“'B“’:
7 :
i

Sharon’s Foot Clinie e

5.0 Dip FHEPT 540 Dip FHPF
Fully Insured sod Highly Trained

Fur The Prafessinnal 'Treatmcnd U2
Cornz = Callus » Crcked Hoels « Athicles ool
Lol Lofectives » Thickened Xails # Lo growing Muils
Diahetic Fool Care ¢ Verrucns o Nabl Coting,  Yail Reconstenctinn

Contact Sharon on (3T3 B3T3 ne 7725 202

Climix: Appedniocols ul 12 Sonoy TG Suoney BALL 48D

Lloon Wisils wlas Availnlble.
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What’s on @ The Vobster

Bed and Breakfast
Open For Supper 6.30-8.30 Tuesday to Saturday
Function Room for Hire
Family Gatherings, Christenings, Bring your own Food
Option

Local Beers and Cider,
Garden, Four superb letting Reoms.

e
H/ro .
Glamping

Shaun and Pippin two Mew En-Suite Shepherd Huts have joined Buttercup
and Daisy, cur Mongelian Yurts. Why not have a peek on our website!

www.glampingonthehill.co.uk

Tel 04373 S12920
rdavilaibtinternet.com
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Scottii

Construction

33 M
wiehsite: wwuwscaticenstruction.cauk B

Email; nescottmacettconsiruction.co.uk = Abciemaand
e} ety

CARPETS, LVT, VINYL &
WOOD FLOORING
BEDS, MATTRESSES &
ACCESSORIES

www. radstockcarpetandbeds. co.uk
01l7&61 432808
) . EXFERT ADVICE B FITTING
] i FREE FARKING ON SITE
THE OLE CINEMA - COOMBEND - RADSTOCK - NR. BATH - BA3 3AW




We can offer advice on:

Residential sales and lettings

Rural matters

Country property, farms and land
Commercial

Development

Auctions

Antiques, collectables and household effects
= Surveys and valuations

e Equestrian

OUR OFFICES
[ = S P PR b o] Slaslor o s Ul WS b VT R LAPR T Al CCL?DFIE R
Caalla Ty COREAISAET Lo BRa TRaaLony gl 1265 91557 :
i ket (157 TALOES Shagc ML OTHE TR0 e TG TS TANNER
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